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AN INSCRIPTION OF ASHURNASIRPAL II FROM THE
ISTAR-SARRAT-NIPHI TEMPLE AT NIMRUD

By ALI YASEEN AL-JUBOORI
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An inscription of Ashurnasirpal II (1.883-859 B.c.) was found in the temple of Istar-Sarrat-niphi at Kalhu
(Nimrud) in 2001, during the excavations of the Nineveh inspectorate expedition (State Board of Antiquities
and Heritage). The preserved text duplicates RIMA 2 A.0.101.1 i 18-117. This article presents a
transliteration, a table of variants, and a translation into Arabic.
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MATHEMATICAL ASPECTS OF EARTH-MOVING LINKED TO
HYDRAULIC WORKS IN UR 11T UMMA

By SERGIO ALIVERNINI
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This paper studies mathematical aspects of earthwork projects in the Ur III city of Umma, ¢.2053-2032 B.c. The
main purpose of this paper is to describe the practical procedures involved in moving earth for hydraulic works
around Umma. It also shows how Old Babylonian pedagogical “mathematical texts” about earthworks, from the

early second millennium B.c., are indebted to the practical procedures adopted by Ur III officials.
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DARSTELLUNGEN DER SUHAER UND WEITERER NACHBARN
DER ASSYRER IM 9. JH. 1. TEIL

By EVA A. BRAUN-HOLZINGER
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Representations of foreigners in their strange attire have a long tradition in the Ancient Near East. While the
Assyrian Empire was expanding during the early first millennium BC, the Assyrian kings — with the help of
skilled and even inspired craftsmen — attached a growing importance to the differentiation of their near
neighbours and people further away. The palace reliefs of Assurnasirpal were of excellent craftsmanship, the
garments, the hair-styles, the beards and the surrounding landscape were carefully rendered, quite often in
every minute detail. Through these details the meaning of the ‘images’ became fully understandable to the
well informed Assyrian viewer. Foreign people were not merely enemies, they were people in their own right.
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PORTRAITS OF A PARTHIAN KING: ROCK-RELIEFS AND THE
MOUNTAIN FORTRESSES OF RABANA-MERQULY IN IRAQI
KURDISTAN

By MICHAEL BROWN, PETER MIGLUS, KAMAL RASHEED AND MUSTAFA AHMAD
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This article presents detailed illustrations of two rock-reliefs from the neighbouring sites Rabana and Merquly,
located on the flanks of Mt. Piramagrun in Iraqi Kurdistan. Both matching sculptures are aligned with perimeter
fortifications that enclose substantial architectural remains. Based on numismatic parallels, supported by
archaeological evidence, it is proposed that these depictions of near life-size figures represent an anonymous
Arsacid King of Kings from the early first millennium (c. A.p. 50-150), who was credited with construction of



ABSTRACTS 269

the mountain fortresses. Rabana and Merquly together form an important landscape of settlement on the north-
western frontier of the Parthian Empire.
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PEERING INTO THE DUSTY CORNERS: MICRO-DEBRIS
ANALYSIS AND USE OF SPACE AT THE SITE OF ABU TBEIRAH
(NASIRIYAH, TRAQ)

By SUSANNA CEREDA AND LICIA ROMANO
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Excavations carried out in the last five years by “La Sapienza” University of Rome and Iraqi teams at the site of
Abu Tbeirah (Nasiriyah, Iraq) exposed a large multi-phased mud-brick building (Building A), internally
articulated into various rooms with different purposes, which probably hosted a wide range of activities. This
building presents an opportunity to investigate the use of these spaces in order to glimpse the daily life and
the socio-economic structure of its past inhabitants. In this paper we present the preliminary outcomes of this
study, based on the results of a micro-debris analysis that looked at the distribution of the material residues
embedded within the floor of Room 5 of the building.
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ARCHAEOLOGY OF DESTRUCTION: TOPRAKKALE

By BULENT GENC
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Toprakkale is the site that constitutes the starting point for the archaeology of Urartu, but the history of the
largely destructive early excavations of the site is shrouded in darkness. The presence of items on the
antiquities market said to come from the Van region attracted the interest of Austen Henry Layard, which led
to brief excavations at the site of Toprakkale by the British Museum under Hormuzd Rassam in 1877,
followed by further also brief investigations by K. Kamsarakan as well as continued illegal excavations. It is
commonly held that Carl Friedrich Lehmann-Haupt and Waldemar Belck excavated here between 1898-
1899, but research performed in the Ottoman Archives of the Prime Minister’s Office reveals their claim to
have excavated there to be fraudulent and empty. This article uses primary source material from Ottoman
archives to investigate the excavation history of one of the most iconic sites for the beginnings of Urartian
Studies, and compels us to re-evaluate what we think we know about Toprakkale and the provenance of the
objects associated with it.
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THE GREAT ADVENTURES OF A SMALL GOD: NEW EVIDENCE
FOR THE DIVINE MESSENGER STAFF HUTARU

By KRISTIN KLEBER
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The messenger staff Hutaru was a non-anthropomorphic deity in the Neo-Babylonian Eanna temple of Uruk
that also had a practical function: it served as a symbol of authority of the goddess IStar during the collection
of taxes and dues. In this article I edit and discuss two hitherto unpublished texts that shed new light on this
little known divine object. Furthermore, I suggest its identification with the “Doppelléwenkeule”, a
ceremonial mace with animal protomes that is represented alone or carried by IStar on seals and terracotta
plaques from the Old and Neo-Babylonian periods.
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PIGS AND PLAQUES: CONSIDERING RM. 714 IN LIGHT OF
COMPARATIVE ARTISTIC AND TEXTUAL SOURCES

By GINA KONSTANTOPOULOS
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Rm. 714, a first millennium B.C.E. tablet in the collections of the British Museum, is remarkable for the fine
carving of a striding pig in high relief on its obverse. Purchased by Hormuzd Rassam in Baghdad in 1877, it
lacks archaeological context and must be considered in light of other textual and artistic references to pigs,
the closest parallel being a sow and her piglets seen in the reliefs of Court VI from Sennacherib’s palace at
Nineveh. Unlike depictions of pigs on later cylinder seals, where they are often shown as a dangerous quarry
in hunting scenes, Rm. 714’s pig appears in a more neutral, non-aggressive posture, similar to the sow in the
Assyrian reliefs. Although Rm. 714’s highly curved reverse would inhibit its use as a mounted or otherwise
easily displayed object, the tablet may still have served as an apotropaic object or sculptor’s model, among
other potential functions.
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UBAID CERAMIC PRODUCTION IN THE HILLY FLANKS OF
NORTHWESTERN POSHT-I KUH (ILAM - WEST IRAN)

By KHODA KARAM MAZAHERI
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This paper examines discoveries made during the survey of Kall Karim and presents a chronological framework
for this site based on ceramic decorative styles and forms. This site was first identified during archaeological
survey of the northwestern part of the Posht-i Kuh area in Ilam province (west Iran) in the winter of 2016.
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Kall Karim is located in a rugged area on the northern slopes of Seh Kurvand Mountain in the Bawlly region,
which is used for winter pastures of nomadic tribes. According to surface remains, the ancient use of Kall Karim
is entirely related to pottery production activities. All the surface sherds belong to the Ubaid period; according to
typological studies and comparison of motifs and forms, we propose that Kall Karim belongs to Ubaid 2-3. It
seems that both abundance of necessary materials and the accessibility of fuel for kilns caused the formation of
Kall Karim in this location, far from residential centers.
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READING THE TEMPLE OF NABU AS A CODED SENSORY
EXPERIENCE

By KIERSTEN NEUMANN
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Archaeological evidence alongside textual sources allow for a deep reading of the meaningful encounters ancient
peoples had with their built environments and the ways in which these spaces were connected to cultural values
and priorities. This paper argues that the sensory affordances of the first-millennium B.c. temples of Nabu, the
god of wisdom and writing, manifested the exclusive, specialised knowledge that was associated with this god
in a manner that differentiated these built environments within the active, sensory landscape of the Neo-
Assyrian royal citadel. This potential of the Nabu temples is best shown in the most well-preserved examples
at the capital cities of Kalhu (modern Nimrud) and Dur-Sarrukin (modern Khorsabad). These two temples
of Nabu have the same combination of architectural features that produced this sensory experience, despite
being in different cities and despite having different spatial layouts. These features include: (1) a sense of
emphatic placement of the temples on the royal citadels and distinctive exterior features; (2) an indirect route
towards the cult rooms of Nabu that passed through multiple courtyards, passage-chambers, and doorways
with remarkable architectural programmes; (3) and akitu-suites, which were associated with the Assyrian
akttu-festival and adé-ceremony. The appreciation of knowledge and of experts (Akk. ummdnu) materialised
in these built environments expresses developments in royal ideology and the preferences of Neo-Assyrian
kings, in particular during the eighth and seventh centuries B.c. This examination of the temples of Nabu
demonstrates the ways in which a sensory-oriented approach adds a unique perspective to previous
archaeological and textual studies, as well as insight into the relationship between cultural and ideological
values and complex sensory landscapes of past societies.
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SUMERIAN TEXTS FROM THE ARCHIVE OF THE PRINCESS
SAT-ESTAR IN THE COLLECTIONS OF THE IRAQ MUSEUM

By ABATHER RAHI SAADOON
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The princesses in the royal family of the Ur III state had a role in developing and revitalizing the economy. In
ancient Iraqi society women operated in all fields of work. Cuneiform texts recorded their activities in the
processes of receiving, delivery, distribution and mediating between people. Living in the community, Iraqi
women played an important and positive role in ancient Iraq’s society. Sat-Estar first became known as a
princess in the texts treated in the author’s MA Thesis in 2010. The study of the texts which mention princess
Sat-Estar shows that this character played an important role in processes of receiving, delivering, distributing
and mediating between people. She was specialized in trading several materials, primarily barley and flour
and then dates, as well as textiles and clothing types. The people she dealt with were Agatia, Sulgi-mudah,
Abituni, Sat-Su’en, Sat-Nanu, Seskala, and Lugal-nisag-e.

IRAQ (2018) 80 213-231 Doi:10.1017/irq.2018.14

CHALCOLITHIC CERAMIC CONNECTIONS BETWEEN
MESOPOTAMIA AND IRAN, ¢.5900-5100 B.C.E.

By MELISSA SHARP AND KYRA KAERCHER
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The Chalcolithic period in Mesopotamia and Iran (c.6000-4000 B.c.E.) is characterised by larger cities replacing
small farming settlements, technological developments including wheel thrown pottery and copper metal
working, and people establishing long distance trade networks. The Halaf horizon (5900-5100 B.C.E.)
developed out of the local late pottery Neolithic tradition and is found throughout western Syria, southern
Turkey, and northern and central Iraq. This archaeological culture is defined by a finely painted pottery,
dryland farming, round and rectangular houses, and the use of stamp seals. A comparable ceramic horizon,
the J-ware horizon (5200-4700 B.c.E.) arose in the Mahidasht and Kermanshah valleys of Iran. The J-ware
ceramics are finely painted, possibly deriving from the Halaf tradition, but also slipped and burnished. The
Rowanduz Archaeological Program’s (RAP) excavations elucidate links between northern Iraq and northern
Iran from the Chalcolithic to the modern period. This paper explores the relationship between the Halaf and
J-ware traditions at Banahilk, recently re-excavated by RAP, and the larger contacts during the Chalcolithic.
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NEW RADIOCARBON DATES FROM SOUTHERN MESOPOTAMIA
(FARA AND UR)

By MACIEJ] M. WENCEL
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This article reports three new radiocarbon dates from the Iraqi sites of Tell Fara (Shuruppak) and Tell Muqayyar
(Ur), produced as a part of a larger dating project on the absolute chronology of Southern Mesopotamia from the
Uruk period until the Akkadian era. The radiocarbon results presented here offer good absolute time estimates
for the ED I/II period at Fara and the most reliable absolute age so far for the important archaeological find that
is the earliest graves in the Royal Cemetery of Ur.
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