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Figure A1: Flow Diagram
Identification of studies via Web of Science


81 duplicate records removed
702 records identified from database1


Identification







621 records screened for eligibility2
591 records excluded



Screening



30 records assessed as eligible
21 records identified through snowball research3





51 records included in systematic review
Categorization of records:
Evidence on aggregate level (n = 14)
Cross-country evidence on individual level (n = 20)
Country evidence on individual (or meso) level     (n = 27)


Included







1 Search protocol: „social democracy“ AND crisis = 78 results; „social democr*“ AND elect* = 289 results; „mainstream left“ AND elect* = 17 results; „mainstream parties“ AND elect* = 163 results; „left parties“ AND elect* = 99 results;
„social democr*“ AND „vote share“ = 12 results; „vote switching“ = 44 results
2 Peer-reviewed English-language journal article. Criteria for inclusion:
· Focus on Western Europe (excluding studies on left parties in Eastern Europe)
· Focus on determinants of social democratic vote share.
· Focus on drivers of individual voting intentions for/against social democrats.
· Provision of other forms of evidence to verify/falsify at least one of the outlined hypotheses.
3 Bibliographical search applying cross-referencing techniques.
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Table A1: Empirical Evidence for Competing Explanations of Social Democratic Crisis
	
	N
	Period
	Sociological
	Materialist
	Ideational
	Institution.

	Aggregate Level
	
	
	H1
	H2
	H3
	H4
	H5
	H6
	H7
	H8

	Abou-Chadi/Wagner 2019
	22
	1975-latest
	
	
	
	
	-
	-
	
	-

	Abou-Chadi/Wagner 2020
	13
	2002-2016
	
	
	
	
	
	-
	
	

	Alonso/Ruiz-Rufino 2020
	12
	1999-2015
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	
	

	Arndt/Rennwald 2016
	16
	2002-2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Benedetto et al. 2020(1)a
	27
	1989-2017
	+
	
	-
	+
	
	
	+
	

	Benedetto et al. 2020(2)a
	27
	1989-2017
	-
	
	-
	+
	
	
	
	

	Bojar 2018b
	21
	1970-2015
	
	
	
	-
	
	
	
	

	Giger/Nelson 2011
	18
	1970-2002
	
	
	
	-
	
	
	
	

	Horn 2020
	18
	1971-2011
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	

	Keman 2011
	20
	1975-2005
	
	
	
	
	-
	
	
	

	Loxbo et al. 2021
	16
	1975-2014
	
	
	
	~
	~
	~
	
	-

	Milner 2021c
	15
	1990-2018
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	

	Polacko 2021
	22
	1965-2019
	
	
	
	
	~
	-
	
	-

	Rennwald/Pontusson 2021
	19
	2001-2015
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Schumacher et al. 2013d
	14
	1970-2002
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	

	Voter Level
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Abou-Chadi/Wagner 2019
	17
	2002-2014
	
	~
	
	
	-
	-
	
	+

	Abou-Chadi/Wagner 2020
	13
	2002-2016
	
	-
	
	
	-
	-
	
	+

	Arndt 2014a
	16
	1992-2006
	
	~
	
	
	~
	~
	
	+

	Arndt/Rennwald 2016
	16
	2002-2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Benedetto et al. 2020
	14
	2002-2016
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Best 2011
	8
	1975-2002
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gingrich 2017
	16
	1978-2014
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gingrich/Häusermann 2015
	15
	1972-2012
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grant 2021
	22
	1996-2006
	
	
	
	
	
	
	~
	

	Hobolt/Tilley 2016
	17
	2010-2014
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	+
	

	Kweon 2018
	18
	1999-2015
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	+

	Marx 2014
	15
	2007-2011
	
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Milner 2021
	15
	2002-2016
	
	
	-
	
	
	
	
	+

	Mosimann et al. 2019
	11
	2010-2016
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Polacko 2021
	21
	1996-2018
	
	
	
	
	~
	+
	
	+

	Rennwald/Pontusson 2021
	16
	2001-2015
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Rovny/Rovny 2017
	17
	2002-2010
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spoon/Klüver 2019
	16
	2001-2013
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Spoon/Klüver 2020
	6
	1998-2013
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Turnbull-Dugarte 2020
	15
	2002-2017
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	


Notes: (+) = support for hypothesis, (-) = no support for hypothesis, (~) = conditional support for hypothesis.
a (1) = levels of social democratic vote shares, (2) = changes in social democratic vote shares.
b Study relies on polls instead of actual vote shares.
e Results based on the regional level.
d Study tests for ‘parties with positive welfare image’ which includes social democratic parties.


Table A2: Empirical Evidence from Country Studies
	Comparative Studies
	
	H1
	H2
	H3
	H4
	H5
	H6
	H7
	H8

	Arndt 2013aa
	DEN, GER, SWE, UK – 1991-2009
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	

	Karreth et al. 2013
	GER, SWE, UK – 1979-2010
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	

	Germany
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chou et al. 2021
	GER – 2016-2017
	
	+
	
	
	
	-
	
	

	Elff/Roßteutscher 2011
	GER – 1994-2009
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Elff/Roßteutscher 2017
	GER – 1994-2013
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Fossati et al. 2021
	GER – 2009
	
	
	
	+
	
	
	
	

	Pardos-Prado et al. 2014
	GER – 1999-2009
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Schwander/Manow 2017
	GER – 1998-2009
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	

	Spoon/Klüver 2020
	GER – 2013-2017
	
	
	
	
	
	-
	
	

	Wurthmann et al. 2021
	GER – 2017
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Nordic Countries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Arndt 2013b
	DEN – 1993-2001
	
	
	
	+
	+
	
	
	

	Arndt 2014b
	DEN – 1998-2007
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Arndt/Rennwald 2016
	SWE – 1985-2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+

	Dahlström/Sundell 2012
	SWE – 2010
	
	
	
	
	
	-
	
	

	Hjorth/Larsen 2020
	DEN – 2019
	
	+
	
	
	
	-
	
	

	Jylhä et al. 2019
	SWE - 2018
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Koivula et al. 2020
	FIN – 2016/17
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Lindvall/Rueda 2014
	SWE – 1994-2010
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Oskarson/Demker 2015
	SWE – 1986-2010
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	United Kindom
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evans/Mellon 2016
	UK – 2004-2015
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	
	

	Evans/Tilley 2012a
	UK – 1959-2006
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	+

	Evans/Tilley 2012b
	UK – 1983-2010
	-
	
	
	
	+
	
	+
	

	Gingrich 2017
	UK – 1978-2014
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Heath 2015
	UK – 1964-2010
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Heath 2018
	UK – 1964-2010
	-
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	O’Grady 2019
	UK – 1987-2007
	
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	

	Other Countries
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gaasendam et al. 2021
	BEL – 2007
	
	
	
	
	
	+
	+
	

	Rennwald/Evans 2014
	AUT, CHE –  1971-2008 
	
	+
	
	
	
	
	
	


Notes: (+) = support for hypothesis, (-) = no support for hypothesis
a No journal article.
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