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1. Method and coding

The article employs qualitative content analysis on tweets and White House press briefings. To manage coding time and data amount, we selected one press briefing for each week included in the article for a total of nine, and coded Trump’s remarks. The unit of analysis for the Twitter data is the ‘tweet’, and the unit of analysis for the press briefing is the paragraph (as structured at the original source: https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/).

Table A1: Coded White House press briefings
	Title of briefing
	Date of issue 
(most recent first)

	Remarks by President Trump at Signing of the Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2020
	6/03/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press 
	13/03/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	20/03/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	20/03/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	27/03/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	3/04/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	10/04/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	17/04/2020

	Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press Briefing
	27/04/2020

	Remarks by President Trump in Announcement on Remdesivir
	1/05/2020



	Coding was carried out using NVIVO, which is a computer-based qualitative content analysis software that allows the use of qualitative data. NVIVO allows researchers to generate qualitative and quantitative data after coding their text.
	Based on the principles of qualitative content analysis provided in methodological scholarship (Mayring 2000), systematic text analysis is based on the creation of categories of text that are initially identified and then revisited. Data were coded according to the thematic category that was the most appropriate. These categories consist of ‘idea clusters’ that share features and resist reductive essentialization (Spiro and Jehng 1990). Coding was done manually and followed the same set scheme for both press briefings and tweets, seeking to capture positive or negative positions (whenever available) toward issues prevalent in political campaigns. Descriptive features of all textual data included in the study is listed in tables below. 
	To make sure that our coding was systematic, we have taken a number of measures to increase reliability and have also carried out both inter-coder and intra-coder reliability tests. First, an inter-coder reliability test was performed on 10% of the coded data and produced a coefficient of agreement of 0.97, which is in the high range of acceptable agreement (Krippendorff 2004, p. 241). Second, to increase the reliability of our results, we made the decision to code two sets of texts – tweets and press briefings – which allowed us to test the coding scheme on two bodies of documents. Third, as an additional test of coding reliability, one of the coders performed re-coding of all codes in tweets and press briefings weeks after the initial coding was completed. The intra-coder reliability test produced a coefficient of agreement of 0.95, which is also in the high range of acceptable agreement.
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Mayring, P. 2000. ‘Qualitative Content Analysis’. Forum: Qualitative Social Research 1 (2). Available at: 
	http://www.qualitative-research.net/index.php/fqs/article/viewArticle/1089/2385.
Spiro, R.J., and Jehng J. 1990. ‘Cognitive Flexibility and Hypertext: Theory and Technology for the Non-Linear and Multidimensional Traversal of Complex Subject Matter’. In D. Nix and R.J. Spiro (eds.), Cognition, Education, and Multimedia. Erlbaum.


2. Selected frequencies and relative frequencies of codes corresponding to main themes in press briefings and at @realDonaldTrump Twitter account (Due to space limitations, only codes with values of 5 or higher in the total number of references have been included.)

	Name of node
	References in total
	Relative frequency
	References in tweets
	Relative frequency in tweets
	References in briefings
	Relative references in briefings

	Response to COVID (pos)
	144
	0.518
	82
	0.295
	62
	0.223

	Pres Trump and administration (pos)
	112
	0.403
	78
	0.281
	34
	0.122

	Local or state governance (pos)
	92
	0.331
	52
	0.187
	40
	0.144

	Fed Govt (pos)
	88
	0.317
	38
	0.137
	50
	0.180

	Mass media (neg)
	85
	0.306
	81
	0.291
	4
	0.014

	Fake news
	69
	0.248
	69
	0.248
	0
	0.000

	Democrats generally (neg)
	66
	0.237
	4
	0.014
	62
	0.223

	Patriotism (pos)
	61
	0.219
	39
	0.140
	22
	0.079

	COVID stimulus or aid (pos)
	50
	0.180
	27
	0.097
	23
	0.083

	COVID (neg)
	43
	0.155
	34
	0.122
	9
	0.032

	Ventilator production and provision (pos)
	39
	0.140
	20
	0.072
	19
	0.068

	Military (pos)
	36
	0.129
	26
	0.094
	10
	0.036

	COVID testing (pos)
	34
	0.122
	3
	0.011
	31
	0.112

	Republican candidates (pos)
	31
	0.112
	31
	0.112
	0
	0.000

	Biden (neg)
	30
	0.108
	29
	0.104
	1
	0.004

	Re-start and re-open economy (pos)
	30
	0.108
	19
	0.068
	11
	0.040

	Recovery after COVID (pos)
	30
	0.108
	19
	0.068
	11
	0.040

	Hospitals and hospital beds
	29
	0.104
	8
	0.029
	21
	0.076

	Treat Trump unfairly
	29
	0.104
	29
	0.104
	0
	0.000

	Border wall and border control (pos)
	27
	0.097
	21
	0.076
	6
	0.022

	Misinformation (neg)
	26
	0.094
	26
	0.094
	0
	0.000

	Response to COVID (neg)
	25
	0.090
	25
	0.090
	0
	0.000

	Victory or victory or defeat virus
	25
	0.090
	13
	0.047
	12
	0.043

	Local or state governance (neg)
	24
	0.086
	23
	0.083
	1
	0.004

	Small businesses protection (pos)
	24
	0.086
	19
	0.068
	5
	0.018

	Working people (pos)
	24
	0.086
	15
	0.054
	9
	0.032

	COVID impact
	23
	0.083
	16
	0.058
	7
	0.025

	Encourage voting
	23
	0.083
	23
	0.083
	0
	0.000

	Pres Trump and administration (neg)
	21
	0.076
	21
	0.076
	0
	0.000

	China (neg)
	20
	0.072
	15
	0.054
	5
	0.018

	Economic growth (pos)
	20
	0.072
	8
	0.029
	12
	0.043

	MAGA (pos)
	20
	0.072
	20
	0.072
	0
	0.000

	Healthcare staff (pos)
	19
	0.068
	7
	0.025
	12
	0.043

	Republicans generally (pos)
	19
	0.068
	15
	0.054
	4
	0.014

	Healthcare and access (pos)
	18
	0.065
	2
	0.007
	16
	0.058

	USA future (pos)
	18
	0.065
	14
	0.050
	4
	0.014

	Job creation or preservation
	16
	0.058
	13
	0.047
	3
	0.011

	Praying or religion (pos)
	16
	0.058
	15
	0.054
	1
	0.004

	US helping other countries (pos)
	16
	0.058
	9
	0.032
	7
	0.025

	War or medical war
	16
	0.058
	7
	0.025
	9
	0.032

	American exceptionalism
	15
	0.054
	0
	0.000
	15
	0.054

	Approval ratings (pos)
	15
	0.054
	15
	0.054
	0
	0.000

	FDA
	15
	0.054
	4
	0.014
	11
	0.040

	Social distancing (pos)
	15
	0.054
	10
	0.036
	5
	0.018

	Cross-country cooperation
	14
	0.050
	1
	0.004
	13
	0.047

	Deaths low or decline
	14
	0.050
	5
	0.018
	9
	0.032

	Safety and security (pos)
	14
	0.050
	9
	0.032
	5
	0.018

	Testing (pos)
	14
	0.050
	14
	0.050
	0
	0.000

	Threat to US or enemy of US
	14
	0.050
	10
	0.036
	4
	0.014

	Trump candidate (pos)
	14
	0.050
	14
	0.050
	0
	0.000

	Close borders (pos)
	13
	0.047
	9
	0.032
	4
	0.014

	Hidden or invisible enemy
	13
	0.047
	6
	0.022
	7
	0.025

	Masks provision & sterilisation (pos)
	13
	0.047
	5
	0.018
	8
	0.029

	Medical company (pos)
	13
	0.047
	0
	0.000
	13
	0.047

	Second Amendment (pos)
	13
	0.047
	12
	0.043
	1
	0.004

	Trump successful (pos)
	13
	0.047
	13
	0.047
	0
	0.000

	2020 election
	12
	0.043
	12
	0.043
	0
	0.000

	CDC (pos)
	12
	0.043
	5
	0.018
	7
	0.025

	Contain COVID (pos)
	12
	0.043
	4
	0.014
	8
	0.029

	Primary dem elections (neg)
	12
	0.043
	12
	0.043
	0
	0.000

	Save lives (pos)
	12
	0.043
	5
	0.018
	7
	0.025

	Congress activity (neg)
	11
	0.040
	11
	0.040
	0
	0.000

	Covid treatment (pos)
	11
	0.040
	0
	0.000
	11
	0.040

	New legislation
	11
	0.040
	6
	0.022
	5
	0.018

	New York & New England (neg)
	11
	0.040
	5
	0.018
	6
	0.022

	Pelosi (neg)
	11
	0.040
	11
	0.040
	0
	0.000

	PPE
	11
	0.040
	2
	0.007
	9
	0.032

	Scientists and science (pos)
	11
	0.040
	5
	0.018
	6
	0.022

	Agricultural workers (pos)
	10
	0.036
	3
	0.011
	7
	0.025

	Cuomo (pos)
	10
	0.036
	4
	0.014
	6
	0.022

	Democratic establishment (neg)
	10
	0.036
	10
	0.036
	0
	0.000

	Essential workers (pos)
	10
	0.036
	5
	0.018
	5
	0.018

	Public-private partnership
	10
	0.036
	0
	0.000
	10
	0.036

	Travel restrictions (pos)
	10
	0.036
	6
	0.022
	4
	0.014

	Warren 'Pocahontas' (neg)
	10
	0.036
	9
	0.032
	1
	0.004

	China (pos)
	9
	0.032
	7
	0.025
	2
	0.007

	MEXICO (pos)
	9
	0.032
	2
	0.007
	7
	0.025

	Obama (neg)
	9
	0.032
	9
	0.032
	0
	0.000

	Primary campaign(s) (neg)
	9
	0.032
	9
	0.032
	0
	0.000

	Radical Left (neg)
	9
	0.032
	9
	0.032
	0
	0.000

	Bilateral cooperation
	8
	0.029
	5
	0.018
	3
	0.011

	Congress activity (pos)
	8
	0.029
	7
	0.025
	1
	0.004

	Corruption
	8
	0.029
	8
	0.029
	0
	0.000

	Defense Production Act (pos)
	8
	0.029
	3
	0.011
	5
	0.018

	Democratic debate (neg)
	8
	0.029
	8
	0.029
	0
	0.000

	Food supplies (pos)
	8
	0.029
	3
	0.011
	5
	0.018

	Impeachment (neg)
	8
	0.029
	8
	0.029
	0
	0.000

	Lower Covid numbers
	8
	0.029
	3
	0.011
	5
	0.018

	Medical research (pos)
	8
	0.029
	0
	0.000
	8
	0.029

	Oil & Gas industry (pos)
	8
	0.029
	5
	0.018
	3
	0.011

	Sanders (pos)
	8
	0.029
	8
	0.029
	0
	0.000

	Wisconsin election (pos)
	8
	0.029
	8
	0.029
	0
	0.000

	Cuomo (neg)
	7
	0.025
	7
	0.025
	0
	0.000

	Deaths high or increasing
	7
	0.025
	6
	0.022
	1
	0.004

	Democrats generally (pos)
	7
	0.025
	4
	0.014
	3
	0.011

	Fed Reserve (neg)
	7
	0.025
	5
	0.018
	2
	0.007

	HYDROXYCHLOROQUINE & AZITHROMYCIN (pos)
	7
	0.025
	5
	0.018
	2
	0.007

	Newsom (pos)
	7
	0.025
	3
	0.011
	4
	0.014

	Patriotism (neg)
	7
	0.025
	7
	0.025
	0
	0.000

	Tax cuts (pos)
	7
	0.025
	6
	0.022
	1
	0.004

	Trade (pos)
	7
	0.025
	6
	0.022
	1
	0.004

	American values (pos)
	6
	0.022
	3
	0.011
	3
	0.011

	Blomberg 'Mini Mike' (neg)
	6
	0.022
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000

	Canada (pos)
	6
	0.022
	3
	0.011
	3
	0.011

	Covid vaccine (pos)
	6
	0.022
	
	0.000
	6
	0.022

	Fox News (pos)
	6
	0.022
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000

	Medical drug (pos)
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000
	6
	0.022

	Michigan
	6
	0.022
	5
	0.018
	1
	0.004

	New York (pos)
	6
	0.022
	5
	0.018
	1
	0.004

	Politicisation (neg)
	6
	0.022
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000

	Red Tape (neg)
	6
	0.022
	3
	0.011
	3
	0.011

	Russia (neg)
	6
	0.022
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000

	Sanders (neg), crazy Bernie
	6
	0.022
	5
	0.018
	1
	0.004

	Swine flu response (neg)
	6
	0.022
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000

	Voting fraud
	6
	0.022
	6
	0.022
	0
	0.000

	Airlines and air companies
	5
	0.018
	2
	0.007
	3
	0.011

	Banks (pos)
	5
	0.018
	3
	0.011
	2
	0.007

	Competitive advantage (neg)
	5
	0.018
	4
	0.014
	1
	0.004

	Economic slowdown (neg)
	5
	0.018
	4
	0.014
	1
	0.004

	Europe (neg)
	5
	0.018
	1
	0.004
	4
	0.014

	Fed Govt (neg)
	5
	0.018
	5
	0.018
	0
	0.000

	Mass migration (neg)
	5
	0.018
	0
	0.000
	5
	0.018

	National emergency
	5
	0.018
	1
	0.004
	4
	0.014

	Oil prices
	5
	0.018
	2
	0.007
	3
	0.011

	OPEC Oil Deal (pos)
	5
	0.018
	2
	0.007
	3
	0.011

	Solidarity (pos)
	5
	0.018
	5
	0.018
	0
	0.000

	Supreme Court
	5
	0.018
	5
	0.018
	0
	0.000

	Trust in mass media (neg)
	5
	0.018
	5
	0.018
	0
	0.000

	US comeback (pos)
	5
	0.018
	2
	0.007
	3
	0.011

	Ventilator production and provision (neg)
	5
	0.018
	5
	0.018
	0
	0.000

	WHO (neg)
	5
	0.018
	4
	0.014
	1
	0.004




3. List of words associated with main topics and themes 
(only nodes with 10 or more references are included below)

1. Nationalism/exceptionalism
2. Mass media
3. Campaigning and presidential image
a. President Trump & the Trump administration
b. Campaigning & elections
c. Foreign policy (general)
d. Domestic politics & policy (general)
4. COVID-19
a. COVID-19 (general)
b. Response to COVID-19 (domestic)
c. Response to COVID-19 (international)


	Topic Description
	DISCRIMINATING Words/phrases 
in press briefings and TWEETS

	Nationalism/
EXCEPTIONALISM








	Patriotism 




USA future 

American exceptionalism
	‘American people’ ‘the people’ ‘great American citizen’ ‘great America’ ‘greatest country’ ‘greatest economy’ ‘greatest system’ ‘America’s brilliance’ ‘one American family’

‘future’  ‘will’ ‘going to’ ‘we will’ ‘America will’

‘world is watching’ ‘greatest country in the world’ ‘most + adjective country in the world’ ‘best’ greatest’ ‘we are the king of’ ‘nobody is like us’ 


	Mass media
	Mass media


Fake news


Treat Trump unfairly


Misinformation


	‘mass media’ ‘lamemedia’ ‘television’ ‘CNN’ ‘NBC’ ‘New York Times’ ‘Washington Post’ ‘journalist’

‘fake news’ ‘lies’ ‘fake partners’ ‘corrupt news’ ‘fake media’ 

‘treat unfairly’ ‘never said thank you’ ‘lied to the president’ ‘report lies’

‘misinform’ ‘misleading information’ ‘inaccurate information’ ‘false information’ 







	Campaigning and presidential image
	Pres Trump & Administration

Border wall & control


Economic growth


Job creation/protection

Approval ratings

Trump successful 

Republican candidates




Biden

Encourage voting


MAGA

Republicans 

Trump candidate 


Second Amendment

Primary democratic election 

2020 election 


Warren 

Democratic establishment 

US helping out other countries
Local or state governance

Federal Govt

Democrats (generally)


Military 

Working people 

Pelosi


Agricultural workers
	‘we’ ‘I’ ‘vice-president’ ‘President Trump’ ‘my administration’ ‘American government’ ‘Mike Pence’
‘border’ ‘border wall’ ‘wall’ ‘border crossing’ ‘control borders’ 


‘strongest economy’ ‘best economy’ ‘companies were outstanding’ ‘all-time high stock market’

‘protect jobs’ ‘don’t hurt jobs’ ‘keep jobs’


‘approval ratings’ ‘ratings’ ‘polls’ ‘polling’

‘Trump’ ‘successful’ ‘suceed’ ‘best’ ‘great’

‘republican candidates’ ‘John James’ ‘Tom Tiffany’ ‘Mike Garcia’ ‘Bill Johnson’ ‘Warren Davidson’ ‘Chris Stewart’ ‘Sean Reyes’ ‘Dave Joyce’ ‘Brad Wenstrup’ ‘Troy Balderson’ ‘Bill Posey’ ‘Steve Stivers’ ‘Jim Justice’

‘Biden’ ‘Sleepy Joe’ ‘Joe’

‘I support [candidate]’ ‘I fully endorse [candidate]’ ‘vote’ ‘voting’ ‘ballot’

‘MAGA’ ‘Make America Great Again’

‘Republicans’ ‘Republican Party’ 

‘enter the race’ ‘election success’ ‘talk trash on me’ ‘campaign’ ‘campaign manager’ 

‘second amendment’ ‘right to bear arms’ 

‘Democratic election’ ‘the primaries’ ‘Warren’ ‘Sanders’ ‘Biden’ ‘Bloomberg’

‘2020 election’ ‘November election’ ‘[candidate name] 2020’

‘Warren’ ‘Pocanhontas’ 

‘democratic establishment’ ‘do nothing democrats’ ‘the DNC’ ‘the Democrats’

‘we will help [country/president name]’

‘governors’ ‘states’ ‘[name of state]’ ‘[name of governor]’ 

‘the federal government’ ‘the government’ ‘we’

‘the democrats’ ‘the democratic governor’ ‘the radical left’ ‘crazy Nancy Pelosi’ ‘cryin’ Chuck Schumer’ ‘[name of Democratic politician]’

‘military’ ‘US Navy’ Veterans’

‘working people’ ‘working Americans’ ‘workers’

‘Nancy Pelosi’ ‘Pelosi’ ‘Nervous Nancy’ ‘’crazy Nancy’

‘agricultural workers’ ‘farmers’ ‘farmers and ranchers’

	
	
	

	COVID-19
	Govt response to COVID


COVID (generally)


Hospitals and beds

COVID impact


War or medical war

Threat to the US/enemy of the US


Deaths in decline


Hidden/invisible enemy

Contain COVID



Scientists & science

New York 
PPE 

Essential workers




COVID stimulus/aid



Ventilator production and provision

Testing

Recovery after Covid


Re-start/re-open 

Victory against virus


Small business protection 

Healthcare staff

Praying/religion

Social distancing

FDA

Safety & security

Mask provision & sterilisation 

CDC

Congress activity

Cuomo 

Public-private partnerships 

China 
Close borders

Travel restrictions 


	‘we are/I am working on [COVID-related policy]’ ‘we passed [COVID-related policy]’ ‘[COVID-related activity attributed to the federal government]
‘Covid’ ‘Covid-19’ ‘Coronavirus’ ‘the virus’ ‘plague’

‘hospitals’ ‘hospital beds’ ‘beds’ 

‘impact’ ‘challenging times’ ‘getting hit’ ‘tough times’ ‘hit hard’

‘war’ ‘medical war’ ‘medical warriors’ 

‘threat to the US’ ‘enemy of the US’ ‘threatening’ ‘hostility’ ‘deplete [name resource] of the US’ ‘grave public consequences’ 

‘lower deaths’ ‘lower death numbers’ ‘deaths declining’ ‘in decline’

‘hidden enemy’ ‘invisible enemy’ 


‘contain’ ‘defeat the virus’ ‘respond’ ‘handle the virus’ ‘limit the spread’ ‘stop the spread’ ‘monitor the spread’ 

‘science’ ‘scientists’ ‘research’ ‘medical innovation’
‘New York’ ‘NY’
‘PPE’ ‘personal protective equipment’ ‘protective clothing’ 
‘essential workers’ ‘truckers’ ‘FEMA’ ‘grocery store workers’ ‘supply producers’ ‘energy suppliers’ ‘doctors’ ‘nurses’ ‘police officers’ ‘fire fighters’ ‘first responders’ ‘UPS’

‘aid’ ‘stimulus money’ ‘legislation to help citizens’ ‘money’ ‘Paycheck Protection Program’ ‘the bill’ ‘CARES Act’ ‘’relief’

‘ventilator’ 


‘tests’

‘recovery’ ‘regain our country’ ‘return to normal’  ‘rebuild the economy’ ‘get back into shape’

‘reopen our country’ ‘restart the economy’

‘win’ ‘victory’ ‘defeat the virus’ ‘get rid of it’ ‘vanquish the virus’

‘small business’ 


‘healthcare staff’ ‘medical staff’ ‘doctors’ ‘nurses’

‘prayer’ ‘religious leaders’ ‘service’ ‘Easter’ 

‘social distancing’ ‘maintain the distance’

‘FDA” ‘Federal Drugs Administration’

‘safety’ ‘security’ ‘defend’ ‘protect’ ‘keep safe’ 

‘mask’ ‘facial masks’ facial covering’


‘CDC’ ‘Centre for Disease Control and Prevention’

‘Congress’ 

‘Cuomo’

‘public-private partnerships’ ‘working with companies’ 

‘China’ 
‘close borders’

‘Close travel’ ‘suspend non-essential travel’ ‘ports of entry’ ‘ban’ ‘suspend entry’ ‘shut down access’ ‘stop travel’
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