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A1. Case selection 

 
In Opposition In government 

FPÖ Duration 

17/5/2016 – 17/10/2017 (Centre-left/Centre-

right) 

Period of analysis 

1/7 – 1/10/2016 

Duration 

18/12/2017 – 28/5/2019 (with centre-right) 

Period of analysis 

1/7 – 1/10/2018 

M5S Duration 

12/12/2016 – 1/6/2018 (Centre-left alliance) 

Period of analysis 

1/8/ – 1/11/2017 

Duration 

1/6/2018 – 5/9/2019 

5/9/2019 ongoing 

Period of analysis I 

1/8 – 1/11/2018 

Period of analysis II 

6/9/2019 – 6/12/2019 

Lega Duration 

(I) 12/12/2016 – 1/6/2018 (Centre-left alliance) 

(II) 5/9/2019 (M5S and centre-left) 

Period of analysis I 

1/8/ – 1/11/2017 

Period of analysis II 

6/9/2019 – 6/12/2019 

Duration 

1/6/2018 – 5/9/2019 

Period of analysis 

1/8 – 1/11/2018 

 

 

Podemos Duration  

4/11/2016 – 7/6/2018 (Centre-right)   

Period of analysis 

29/10/2016 – 29/1/2017 

Duration 

13/1/2020 ongoing 

Period of analysis  

8/1 – 8.3.2020 

NZF Duration  

25/10/2014 – 26/10/2017   

Period of analysis 

1/5/2015 – 1/9/2015 

Duration 

26/10/2017 - present 

Period of analysis  

1/5/2018 – 1/9/2018 
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A2. Category system for empirical measurements  

Category Subcategory Operationalisation Example sentences 

People-centrism 

(whole/single) 
Positive character People are morally sublime, intelligent; have good intentions. Italians have always distinguished themselves […] for their skills and competence.i 

(M5S 12/11/2016) 

Positive behaviour People behave in a good manner; is responsible for positive/not 

responsible for negative developments. 

All our respect and support to farmers and day labourers who struggle to dignify work in 

the fields.ii (Podemos 30/1/2020) 

Portrayed as victims/ unfairly 

treated 
People is treated badly, is betrayed or not taken into account. The real hostages are not the migrants but the Italians.iii (Lega 24/8/2018) 

Stating a monolithic people People share common feelings, desires, opinion. DI MAIO also wakes up late, the only one who has understood everything about the 

invasion in progress for years is Matteo Salvini, and the Italians know it.iv (Lega 

6/8/2017) 

Demonstrating closeness to 

the people 

Speaker trusts the people; acts in its interest, knows its will/desires; 

belongs to it. 

Norbert Hofer at the "Gackern" in Carinthia - simply close to the people :-).v (FPÖ 

16/8/2016) 

Demands for 
influence/control/ respecting; 

helping people’s will 

More influence on decision-making processes and control over the 
political elite; demands that improve the quality of life for the 

people: the people’s will should be taken into account by politics. 

For Norbert Hofer, direct democracy is an important substantive pillar of a positive 
future for Austria. It guarantees that the people can protect their interests in the course of 

a legislative period and can actively participate in substantive decision-making.vi (FPÖ 

29/8/2016) 

Messages against  

 

(1) The political elite 

(whole/single) 

 

(2) Non-native 

outroups  

 

(3) Economic actors 

 

Negative character Actors are evil, criminal, lazy, undemocratic, stupid, greedy etc. (1) IT IS NEVER URGENT FOR THE CASTE TO CUT ITS OWN PRIVILEGES!vii 

(M5S 1/8/2017) 

(2)   Vienna in particular spends hundreds of millions of taxpayers' money on 
immigrants from all over the world who neither want to integrate nor to provide for their 

own livelihood...viii (FPÖ 15/7/2018) 

(3)  We can no longer trust these people [motorway operators].ix (M5S 21/8/2018) 

Negative behaviour Actors are responsible for negative/not responsible for positive 

developments/actions. 

(1) This new-old government is making its debut with a new attack on democracy, our 

rights and the environment.x (Podemos 30/10/2016) 

(2)  A Tyrolean woman of Turkish origin had repeatedly "borrowed" her mother's e-card 
for twelve (!) years so that she could receive medical treatment in Austria.xi (FPÖ 

7/8/2018) 

(3) No more abuse, violence and harassment by lobbies.xii (M5S 3/8/2018) 

Privileged, powerful, 

preferentially treated 

Actors are too rich, too powerful or get everything they want. (1) Failed politicians are apparently also rewarded for their "non-performance" :(.xiii 

(FPÖ 30/8/2016) 

(2)  The "refugee" who raped the disabled 13-year-old is free.xiv (Lega 20/8/2017) 

(3) The authorization of the signing of the free trade agreement […], once again puts the 
interests of the privileged minority above those of the social majority.xv (Podemos 

30/10/2016) 

Demands for less power/ 
privileges; more 

control/better behaviour  

Less rights, decision-making powers and privileges; demands for 

disempowerment, removal/deportations, better behaviour. 

(1)  We have ideas for this country that go from abolishing the medieval privileges of the 

political caste to creating jobs.xvi (M5S 21/8/2017) 

(2) A burqa ban would be long overdue in Austria! (FPÖ 28/9/2016)xvii 
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(3) It's time for those who have the most to tighten their belts.xviii (Podemos 12/11/2016) 

Anti-immigration 

messages 

Negative evaluation of 

immigration 

Immigration described as a problem; named with negative 

connoted words (“invasion”, “explosion”). 

Immigration overtaxes our social security system.xix (FPÖ 9/8/2016) 

Negative (current/future) 

consequences 

Immigration leads to criminality, financial problems, terrorism, 

chaos etc. 

The asylum chaos costs us around 802 million euros a year. Who will pay for all this?xx 

(FPÖ 28/8/2016) 

Restricting immigration Speaker claims that immigration should be restricted by controlling 

or closing the boarders, not accepting immigrants, not providing 

residence permits etc. 

It can only mean: a complete stop to illegal migration to Europe!xxi (FPÖ 1/8/2018) 

Deportation Speaker is in favor of deportations and sending foreigners out of 

the country. 

We need to be able to bring the migrants back xxii (Lega 24/8/2018) 

Antagonism: 
People/nation vs.  

The political elite Elite harms the people, treats them badly, does not act in their 
interests, has privileges that people do not have, should be 

controlled by the people 

The only thing they [MPs] care about is having another 5 years in Parliament at the 

expense of the citizens.xxiii (M5S 24/10/2017) 

Non-native outgroups Outgroups harm natives, treat them badly, have privileges that 
natives do not have, natives should be able to decide about the 

destiny of non-natives 

The "refugee" who raped the disabled 13-year-old is free.xxiv (Lega 20/8/2017) 

Economic actors Elite harms the people, treats them badly, does not act in their 
interests, has privileges that people do not have, should be 

controlled by the people 

We cannot allow people to die due to energy poverty while electricity companies earn 

millions of euros every year.xxv (Podemos 18/11/2016) 
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A3. Political targets of anti-elitist messages in government and opposition 

 
a. FPÖ 

 

b. Lega 

 

c. M5S 

 

d. Podemos 

 

e. NZF 
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A4a. Examples of people-elite antagonisms in government and opposition (FPÖ)  

 Opposition Government 

Whole people/ 

country vs. political 

elites/government 

1/8/2016 

SPÖ Chancellor Kern and his Social 

Minister Stöger are playing the tour 

guide to the domestic labor market and 

the domestic social system and 

continue to invite all the countries of 

the world to dump their labor market 

problems on us in Austria.1 

16/8/2018 

The two inform about the red 

speculator deals with thousands of 

social housing at the expense of the 

Viennese.2 

 

10/8/2016 

In 2010, Van der Bellen was still a big 

fan of the Turkish ambassador when he 

accused the Viennese of xenophobia.3 

 

23/8/2018 

While Mayor Ludwig is asking the 

Viennese to pay a hefty increase in 

electricity and gas prices, the 

immigrants let into the country by the 

SPÖ are cashing in.4 

1/9/2016 

At the end of August 2016, a total of 

388,000 people in Austria were without 

a job :-( The labor market policy of the 

federal government is negligent, 

irresponsible and unfair to Austrians.5 

3/9/2018 

Apart from the fact that his [chancellor 

Kern’s] statements are unprofessional 

and inappropriate, he is damaging 

Austria's reputation!6 

2/9/2016 

Between January 2016 and June 2016, 

a total of 129,882 illegal residents were 

caught in Austria. The red-black 

government is therefore not only 

presenting 'scam numbers’ to the 

population - keyword upper limit - but 

is acting just as irresponsibly as it did 

last year under ex-Chancellor 

Faymann.7 

6/9/2018 

Kern and his comrades are completely 

out of control. Their deselection by the 

Austrians apparently hurts so much that 

they are now only positioning 

themselves as a party of lies.8 

Subgroups of the 

population vs. 

political 

elites/government 

27/9/2016 

While the red-black politicians mostly 

hide from the upcoming generation, 

5/7/2018 

Gerhard Böhm (district councilor in 

Vienna-Brigittenau) is a cook in the 

board of trustees of the Vienna 

Retirement Homes and has been a 

works councilor for twelve years. He 

 
1 SPÖ-Kanzler Kern und sein Sozialminister Stöger spielen den Fremdenführer in den heimischen Arbeitsmarkt 

und ins heimische Sozialsystem und laden weiterhin alle Staaten dieser Welt ein, ihre Arbeitsmarktprobleme bei 

uns in Österreich abzuladen. 
2 Die beiden informieren über die roten Spekulantendeals mit tausenden Sozialwohnungen auf Kosten der Wiener. 
3 2010 war Van der Bellen noch ein großer Fan des türkischen Botschafters, als dieser den Wienern 

Ausländerfeindlichkeit unterstellte. 
4 Während Bürgermeister Ludwig die Wiener mit einer saftigen Strom- und Gaspreiserhöhung zur Kasse bittet, 

kassieren die von der SPÖ ins Land gelassenen Zuwanderer kräftig ab.  
5 Ende August 2016 waren in Österreich insgesamt 388.000 Menschen ohne Job :-( Die rbeitsmarktpolitik der 

Bundesregierung ist fahrlässig, unverantwortlich und unfair den Österreichern gegenüber. 
6 Abgesehen davon, dass seine [Kanzler Kern’s] Aussagen niveau- und stillos sind, schadet er damit dem Ansehen 

Österreichs!  
7 Zwischen Jänner 2016 und Juni 2016 wurden insgesamt 129.882 illegal in Österreich aufhältige Personen 

erwischt. Die rot-schwarze Regierung hält die Bevölkerung also nicht nur am ‚Zahlen-Schmäh‘ – Stichwort 

Obergrenze –, sondern handelt genauso unverantwortlich wie im letzten Jahr unter Ex-Kanzler Faymann. 
8 Kern und seine Genossen sind völlig außer Rand und Band. Ihre Abwahl durch die Österreicher schmerzt offenbar 

so sehr, dass man sich jetzt nur noch als Lügenpartei positioniert. 
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our young politicians celebrate together 

with Austria's youth.9 

cannot understand the red 

scaremongering around working hours 

and also calls on the red trade unionists 

to attend to the real concerns of 

employees.10 

 22/8/2018 

Our pensioners, who have worked so 

hard for Austria, are immensely 

important to this government […] The 

fact is: we have successfully repaired 

the pension cuts of the SPÖ-led 

predecessor governments.11 

 23/8/2018 

Renate from Lower Austria is one of 

many pensioners who have been let 

down by social democracy. She has 

worked hard all her life, yet everyday 

life is barely affordable. She is now 

more than happy with the FPÖ in 

government.12 

 4/9/2018 

In SPÖ-led Vienna, an employee with a 

disability was forced to work up to 15 

hours a day for several months in 

violation of the law.13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 Während sich die rot-schwarzen Politiker meist von der heranwachsenden Generation verstecken, feiern unsere 

Jungpolitiker gemeinsam mit Österreichs Jugend. 
10 Gerhard Böhm (Bezirksrat in Wien-Brigittenau) ist Koch im Kuratorium der Wiener Pensionisten-Wohnhäuser 

und seit zwölf Jahren Betriebsrat. Er kann die rote Panikmache rund um die Arbeitszeit nicht verstehen und fordert 

zudem die roten Gewerkschafter dazu auf, sich um die wirklichen Anliegen der Arbeitnehmer zu kümmern. 
11 Unsere Pensionisten, die so viel für Österreich gearbeitet haben, sind dieser Regierung immens wichtig […] 

Fakt ist: Wir haben erfolgreich die Pensionskürzungen der SPÖ geführten Vorgängerregierungen repariert.  
12 Renate aus Niederösterreich ist eine von vielen Pensionisten, die von der Sozialdemokratie im Stich gelassen 

wurden. Sie hat ein Leben lang hart gearbeitet, dennoch ist der Alltag kaum leistbar. Mit der FPÖ in der Regierung 

ist sie nun mehr als zufrieden.  
13 Im SPÖ-geführten Wien musste ein Mitarbeiter mit Behinderung rechtswidrig mehrere Monate bis zu 15 

Stunden pro Tag arbeiten.  
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A4b. Examples of people-elite antagonisms in government and opposition (Podemos) 

 Opposition Government 

Whole people/ 

country vs. political 

elites/government 

30/10/2016 

Governments that are not committed to 

the energy transition. We pay for their 

incompetence out of our own pockets.14 

12/1/2020 

No, Spain is not like VOX, and that is 

why they are going to stay in the 

opposition.15 

15/11/2016 

Our people without energy in their 

homes to spend the winter. Power and 

heating outages produce dramatic scenes 

that a responsible government, facing up 

to electricity, would not allow.16 

28/1/2020 

This is the education that VOX and its 

allies want to see in Spain. But this 

country does not tolerate its hatred.17 

14/12/2016 

We need ministers who take matters 

more seriously and don't fail the people's 

intelligence.18 

11/2/2020 

In the face of the unscrupulous 

speeches of the extreme right and the 

extreme extreme right, we work so that 

people continue to conquer rights.19 

30/12/2016 

This is what happens when party 

interests and the desire to be in the 

media are far ahead of what is best for 

your city [talking about Esperanza 

Aguirre/PP]  .20 

11/2/2020 

In hard times, little men [talking about 

PP’s leadership] invoke the fatherland 

and sell it; the people do not even name 

it, but they buy it with their blood and 

save it". 🗣 Antonio Machado  

Patriots those who work every day, not 

those who steal with their hands.21 

5/1/2017 

Shameful statements by Federico Trillo. 

No respect for the victims or his 

country.22 

14/2/2020 

The right has always been blocking all 

the advances in our country. They 

voted against the right to: ❌ Divorce 

❌ Abortion ❌ marriage of people of 

the same sex.23 

 16/2/2020 

Only a diverse, international, 

intersectional, unwavering and 

powerful feminist alliance can 

dismantle the policies of the extreme 

 
14 Gobiernos que no se comprometen con la transición energética. Su incompetencia la pagamos de nuestro bolsillo. 
15 No, España no se parece en nada a VOX, y por eso se van a quedar en la oposición. 
16 Nuestra gente sin energía en sus casas para pasar el invierno. Los cortes de luz y calefacción producen escenas 

dramáticas que un Gobierno responsable, que hiciera frente a las eléctricas, no permitiría. 
17 Esta es la educación que VOX y sus aliados quieren que se imparta en España. Pero este país no tolera su odio. 
18 Necesitamos a ministros que se tomen los asuntos con mayor seriedad y no falten a la inteligencia de la gente. 
19 Frente a los discursos sin escrúpulos de la extrema derecha y la extrema extrema derecha, nosotros y nosotras 

trabajamos para que la gente siga conquistando derechos. 
20  Es lo que ocurre cuando los intereses de partido y las ganas de salir en medios de comunicación están muy por 

delante de lo que es mejor para tu ciudad. 
21 En los trances duros, los señoritos invocan la patria y la venden; el pueblo no la nombra siquiera, pero la compra 

con su sangre y la salva"".        Antonio Machado Patriotas los que trabajan todos los días, no los que roban a 

manos llenas. 
22 Vergonzosas declaraciones de Federico Trillo. Ningún respeto por las víctimas ni por su país. 
23 La derecha siempre ha estado taponando todos los avances en nuestro país. Votaron contra el derecho al:  ❌ 

Divorcio ❌ Aborto ❌ Matrimonio entre personas del mismo sexo. 
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right by making the public weal 

great.24 

 18/2/2020 

Masterly lesson from Rafa Mayoral to 

VOX about what it means to be a 

patriot and to be a traitor like them.25 

 5/3/2020 

The citizens of our country have the 

right to know if the King Emeritus has 

carried out illegal corruption 

activities. Defending democracy is to 

defend that the law is equal for all.26 

Subgroups of the 

population vs. 

political 

elites/government 

17/11/2016 

We need a government that enforces the 

law in favor of those who suffer most in 

our country and not only in favor of the 

great privileged of our society.27 

30/1/2020 

What the extreme right is doing is 

declaring war on women, on the rule of 

law, on the Constitution and on the 

very feelings of people, who have the 

right to feel and love as they wish.28 

12/11/2016 

The PP makes the majority pay for the 

economic crisis.29 

5/2/2020 

When PP, Cs and VOX lie about the 

SMI they only want to cover up their 

real intention: to precarize the rural 

area. This farmer dismantles them and 

makes it very clear.30 

21/12/2016 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs says that 

the exile of the youth "enriches" them, 

but the only ones who get rich at this 

moment are the big companies thanks to 

the harmful economic management of the 

PP.31 

5/2/2020 

Abascal only goes to the villages on his 

BMW motorcycles... that's why he 

doesn't know anything about the 

countryside and goes to the farmers' 

demonstrations when no one has called 

him.32 

20/12/2016 

The People's Party justifies rescuing 

highways from large bankrupt 

companies, but bankrupt families are not 

rescued.33 

 

 
24 Solo una alianza feminista diversa, internacional, interseccional, inquebrantable y poderosa puede desmontar 

las políticas de la extrema derecha haciendo grande lo común... 
25 Lección magistral de Rafa Mayoral a VOX sobre qué significa ser patriota y ser un vendepatrias como ellos 
26 La ciudadanía de nuestro país tiene derecho a saber si el rey emérito realizó actividades ilícitas de corrupción. 

Defender la democracia es defender que la ley sea igual para todos y todas. 
27 Hace falta un Gobierno que haga cumplir la ley en favor de los que más sufren en nuestro país y no únicamente 

a favor de los grandes privilegiados de nuestra sociedad. 
28 Lo que hace la extrema extrema derecha es declararle la guerra a las mujeres, al Estado de derecho, la 

Constitución y a los mismos sentimientos de las personas, que tienen derecho a sentir y amar como quieran. 
29 El PP hace pagar a la mayoría la crisis económica. 
30 Cuando PP, Cs y VOX mienten sobre el SMI solo quieren tapar su verdadera intención: precarizar el 

campo.  Este agricultor les desmonta y lo deja bien claro. 
31 El Ministro de Exteriores dice que el exilio de la juventud les ""enriquece"", pero los únicos que se enriquecen 

en este momento son las grandes empresas gracias a la nefasta gestión económica del PP. 
32 Abascal solo va a los pueblos de paseo en sus motos BMW... por eso no sabe nada del campo y va a las 

manifestaciones de agricultores cuando nadie le ha llamado. 
33 El Partido Popular justifica rescatar autopistas de grandes empresas en quiebra pero a las familias que están en 

quiebra no se las rescata. 
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A5. Scores for non-populist mainstream parties in opposition and in government 

 Status Anti-elitism Economic  

anti-elitism 

Nativism 

PSOE Opposition 1.07% 

(n=2; SD=0.03) 

1.56% 

(n=2; SD=0.09) 

0.04% 

(n=2; SD=0.02) 

 Government 0.13% 

(n=2; SD=0.18) 

1.11% 

(n=2; SD=0.95) 

0.47% 

(n=2; SD=0.53) 

PP Opposition 0.07% 

(n=2; SD=0.06) 

0.22% 

(n=2; SD=0.23) 

0.76% 

(n=2; SD=0.69( 

 Government 0.28% 0.28% 0.14% 

PD Opposition 0.42% 0.35% 0.14% 

 Government 0.625% 

(n=2; SD=0,89) 

0.81% 

(n=2; SD=0.26) 

0.87% 

(n=2; SD=0.54) 

FI Opposition 0.89% 

(n=2; SD=0.38) 

0 3.58% 

(n=2; SD=1.5) 

 Government 0 0 0.88% 

ÖVP Opposition - - - 

 Government 0.21% 

(n=4; SD=0.22) 

0.36% 

(n=4; SD=0.26) 

2.12% 

(n=4; SD=1.72) 

SPÖ Opposition 0.26% 1.03% 0.26% 

 Government 0.05% 

(n=3; SD=0.08) 

2.25% 

(n=3; SD=1.65) 

0.42% 

(n=3; SD=0.51) 

CDU/CSU Opposition 0 0.65% 0.76% 

 Government 0 0.29% 

(n=3; SD=0.19) 

0.54% 

(n=3; SD=0.46) 

SPD Opposition 0.16% 2.84% 0 

 Government 0.04% 

(n=3; SD=0.07) 

1.93% 

(n=3; SD=0.66) 

0.14% 

(n=3; SD=0.15) 

Note: Own calculations based on data from Schwörer (2019). 

 

 
i Gli italiani […] si sono sempre distinti per abilità e competenza. 
ii Todo nuestro respeto y apoyo a agricultores y jornaleros que luchan por dignificar el trabajo en el campo. 
iii I veri ostaggi non sono i migranti, ma gli italiani. 
iv Anche DI MAIO si sveglia tardi, l'unico che da anni ha capito tutto sull'invasione in corso è Matteo Salvini, e 

gli italiani lo sanno. 
v Norbert Hofer beim "Gackern" in Kärnten - einfach bürgernahe :-). 
vi Die direkte Demokratie ist für Norbert Hofer ein wichtiger inhaltlicher Pfeiler einer positiven Zukunft für 

Österreich. Sie garantiert, dass die Menschen im Laufe einer Legislaturperiode ihre Interessen wahren können 

und sich aktiv in inhaltliche Entscheidungsfindungen einbringen können. 
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vii PER LA CASTA NON È MAI URGENTE TAGLIARSI I PROPRI PRIVILEGI! 
viii Gerade Wien gibt hunderte Millionen an Steuergeldern für Einwanderer aus aller Herren Ländern aus, welche 

sich weder integrieren, noch für ihren Lebensunterhalt selbst sorgen wollen... 
ix  Non possiamo più fidarci di queste persone. 
x Este nuevo-viejo gobierno se estrena con un nuevo ataque a la democracia, a nuestros derechos y al medio 

ambiente. 
xi Eine türkischstämmige Tirolerin hatte ihrer Mutter über zwölf (!) Jahre hinweg immer wieder ihre E-Card 

„geborgt“, damit sich diese in Österreich medizinische Behandlungen angedeihen lassen konnte. 
xii Basta con abusi, soprusi e vessazioni da parte delle lobby. 
xiii Gescheiterte Politiker werden für ihre „Nicht-Leistung“ offenbar auch noch belohnt :(. 
xiv È libero il "profugo" che ha stuprato disabile 13enne. 
xv La autorización de la firma del acuerdo de libre comercio […], pone una vez más los intereses de la minoría 

privilegiada por encima de los de la mayoría social. 
xvi Abbiamo idee per questo paese, che passano dall’abolizione dei privilegi medioevali della casta politica alla 

creazione di posti di lavoro. 
xvii Ein Burkaverbot wäre in Österreich längst überfällig! 
xviii Es hora de que se apreten el cinturón quienes más tienen. 
xix Die Zuwanderung überfordert unser Sozialsystem. 
xx Rund 802 Millionen Euro im Jahr kostet uns das Asylchaos. Wer soll das alles bezahlen? 
xxi Es kann nur heißen: Vollständiger Stopp der illegalen Migration nach Europa! 
xxii Dobbiamo poter riportare indietro i migrant. 
xxiii L’unica cosa che hanno a cuore è farsi altri 5 anni in Parlamento a spese dei cittadini. 
xxiv È libero il "profugo" che ha stuprato disabile 13enne. 
xxv No podemos permitir que muera gente debido a la pobreza energética mientras las eléctricas ganan millones 

de euros cada año. 


