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Figure A1: Number of words per article per day for each francophone media
Source: Radar+, from January 11th to April 11th, 2020. 
Note: n = 968.
[image: ]
Figure A2: Number of words per article per day for each anglophone media
Source: Radar+, from January 11th to April 11th, 2020. 
Note: n = 1,842.
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Table 1: Composition of each topics

Chinese Outbreak

Economic Crisis

Health Crisis

French English French English French English
Chine China Québec Canadian Québec Case
Wuhan Case Pay Govern Publiqu Health
Pay Health Canada Trudeau Canada Ontario
Mort Outbreak Gouvern Minist Confirmé Public
Santé Wuhan Trudeau Busi Santé Report
Annoncé Infect Santé Feder Patient Provinc
Chinoi Travel Annoncé Canada Symptom Test
Vill Spread Ministr Measur Déces Care
Nouveau Contri Entrepris Emerg Test Canada
Autorité Report Mesur Continu Ministr Home
Mesur Death Travailleur Prime Autorité Confirm
Maladi Chines Demand Work Infecté Offici
Mond Confirm Travail Need Médecin Quebec
Mondial Offici Servic Announc Servic Hospit
SRAS Diseas Crise Help Legault Offic
Helping Canadians Social Impact Western Deterioration
Canadien Ship Gen Canadian Pay Case
Passag Passeng Mond Canada Mort State
Bord Cruis Crise Home Américain Report
Pay Health Risqu Work Etats-Uni Trump
Canada Canadian Main Need Annoncé Test
Croisier Princess Group Hospit Déces Death
Princess Flight Situat Use Président Polic
Vol Test Bien Patient Trump World
Gouvern Canada Peur Help Nouveau Itali
Santé Diamond Communauté Doctor Etat Nation
Navir Board Vaccin Live Mesur Posit
Ministr Japan Chose Feel Itali Presid
Diamond Quarantin Fenétr Look Mond Close
Autorité Posit Moment Univers Franc American
Japon Plane Inform Famili Total Unit

Note: The words were stemmed before the LDA analysis. These are the resulting stemmed words.
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Table 2: Words used to create COVID-19 subset.

French English Both
Confinement Lockdown Coronavirus
Distanciation sociale Social distancing COVID19
Epidémic Epidemic COVID-19
Isolement Isolation COVID 19
Masques Masks SARS-Cov2
Pandémie Pandemic Virus
Quarantaine Quarantine 3M

Note: Each word in this dictionary and the articles were converted to an all lowercase format for
the analysis.

Table 3: Number of articles collected for each media

French media Number of articles English media Number of articles
Journal de Montréal 213 CTV News 363
La Presse 228 Global News 314
Le Devoir 85 Montreal Gazette 62
Radio-Canada 280 National Post 739
TVA Nouvelles 163 The Globe And Mail 150
The Star 191
Vancouver Sun 28
Total 968 1,842

Note: There were no articles collected from CBC due to a technical error. For the same reason,
no articles were collected from the Vancouver Sun since March which explains the small sample size.
One needs to keep this in mind when interpreting the results.

Table 4: Kolmogorov-Smirnov test — Topic distributions between anglophone and francophone
media

Topics English ~ French French ~ English
D value D value
Chinese Outbreak 0.14307*** 0.14307***
Economic Crisis 0.11314*** 0.11314***
Health Crisis 0.12416*** 0.12416***
Helping Canadians 0.20317*** 0.20317***
Social Impact 0.15437*** 0.15437***
Western Deterioration 0.13278*** 0.13278***
Critical value 0.03792 0.05231
n/topics 1842 968

*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001
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Table 5: Student t-tests — Difference between the mean topic used by the anglophone and
francophone media

Topics t value
Chinese Outbreak 4.53117*
Economic Crisis -1.5948
Health Crisis -4.1636**
Helping Canadians -2.5285*
Social Impact 5.2484*

Western Deterioration  0.15014
*p<0.05; **p<0.01; ***p<0.001

Table 6: Standard deviations for the distribution of each topic per media

Corpus Chinese Outbreak Economic Crisis Health Crisis
CTV News 0.1906 0.2462 0.1501
Global News 0.1516 0.1919 0.1061
Montreal Gazette 0.0649 0.2363 0.1995
National Post 0.2590 0.1902 0.2328
The Globe And Mail 0.1590 0.1030 0.1761
The Star 0.0673 0.0843 0.2009
Vancouver Sun 0.0576 0.0820 0.1970
Anglophone media 0.2183 0.1923 0.2015
Helping Canadians Social Impact ‘Western Deterioration
CTV News 0.3464 0.2992 0.3294
Global News 0.3018 0.2682 0.3089
Montreal Gazette 0.1712 0.3041 0.2445
National Post 0.2710 0.2111 0.2202
The Globe And Mail 0.3344 0.2382 0.2762
The Star 0.2051 0.2264 0.1205
Vancouver Sun 0.1094 0.2931 0.2379
Anglophone media 0.2910 0.2823 0.2746
Chinese Outbreak Economic Crisis Health Crisis
Journal de Montréal 0.2319 0.1455 0.3170
La Presse 0.2583 0.1656 0.3501
Le Devoir 0.1841 0.1716 0.2981
Radio-Canada 0.2059 0.2237 0.2766
TVA Nouvelles 0.2144 0.1685 0.3414
Francophone media 0.2247 0.1834 0.3174
Helping Canadians Social Impact ‘Western Deterioration
Journal de Montréal 0.2743 0.2986 0.2743
La Presse 0.2392 0.3186 0.2977
Le Devoir 0.2048 0.2952 0.2837
Radio-Canada 0.1814 0.2865 0.2264
TVA Nouvelles 0.2336 0.2253 0.3150
Francophone media 0.2299 0.2915 0.2762

Note: These standard deviations refer to figures 1, 4 and 5 in the main article.
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