‘Questions and Answers,’ Al-Mugqtataf, (selections from 1877-1897).

Al-Mugqtataf 1, no. 12 (May 1877): 283, q. 11.
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[From Salima (Mt. Lebanon)]

Does the evil eye have a physical effect on the body? We often hear of children
who are afflicted by it and then die.

A. The affliction with the evil eye is a superstition of the people of the East
and is evidently unknown among most of the people of the West, and the
English and the Americans know nothing of it.

Alexi Efendi Gasparoli

Zagazig (Egypt).

What is the benefit of men’s breasts, and if there is no benefit, why do they
exist?
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Al-Mugqtataf 10 (Dec. 1885): p. 189, q. 13.

occasion in which it was observed to secrete milk like woman’s breasts
do. They are a vestigial organ. A school of scientists believes that vestigial
organs, such as the male breast, were at first beneficial organs to the body
like the breast in women. Then something happened to render its function
redundant, and it therefore weakened for lack of use, and atrophied until
nothing remained, except for its remnants like the male breast is a remnant
of a breast. God knows best.

Egypt. Shahin Efendi Jirjis.
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Al-Mugqtataf 14 (June 1890): p. 641, q. 8.
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Al-Mugqtataf 18 (May 1894), pp. 566-7 q. 1
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I was told by a trustworthy person that most of the women of Berber! give
birth to twins and that their pregnancy lasts 2 years or more, is this true and
what is the reason?

A. This seems dubious to us and we doubt its veracity. It is not right to believe
this before it is determined by trustworthy research and investigation.

From Al-Fashn [Egypt], by Ibrahim Efendi Nimr Khalaf.

Who were the first to establish the science of medicine?

A. Tt is evident from Egyptian archaeology that the ancient Egyptians wrote
about the medical sciences before other peoples.

[Al-Mansura. By ‘Abd al-Rahim Efendi Wali.]

We have a female slave who claims that she is possessed by a demon [‘ifrit].
Is this true?

A. It appears from your description that she suffers from hysteria and its
cure is by the physician.

Egypt. Khawaja? Clement Mizrahi.

Itis known that doctors sometimes instruct the sick to move from one country
to another for a change of air. What is the benefit of this if the atmosphere has
almost the same composition everywhere?

A. The composition of the air is nearly identical in open spaces, but the
air inside the houses often contains toxic substances and morbid germs. It
has been proven that very toxic substances leave the human body through

! Approximately
400 Km north of
Khartoum,
Sudan.

2 Khawaja was
an honorific
used at this time,
usually to
address
middle-class
Jews or
Christians.
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Al-Mugqtataf 21 (July 1897): p. 549, q. 18.
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respiration and vaporization, and these disperse in the air of the house and
cling also to the furniture. It has also been proven that bad gases rise from the
corners of the house and the putrid substances that they contain help disease
germs to destroy the body of the sick [person]. These toxic substances and
bad gases might not affect the person as long as his body is healthy, because
the life force in his body will fight their effect. If he gets sick, however, then
his body will be too weak to fight it, and their effect will join forces with the
effect of the disease and they would affect the body together. For this reason,
the sick person will benefit greatly from travel, because the air is constantly
renewed, and from moving to a place with healthy air. This is aside from
the moral effect of change in natural scenery that will affect his spirit in a
healing manner.

The hermaphrodite.
‘Izbat Bishara Hanna [Egypt].
Salib Efendi Istifanus [Estephanos].

Yesterday, I saw a woman whom I was told was a hermaphrodite i.e., she is
both man and woman together. Would she inherit the way males inherit, or
the way females inherit?

A. A human hermaphrodite has not been observed, only a male whose or-
gans resemble those of a female, or a female whose organs resemble those of
a male. But the hermaphrodite who is a male and a female together does not
exist except in some worms and inferior animals. On this matter the jurists
said that there is no complete combination of male or female, but rather in-
evitably one of these is weaker and the other more dominant. They look at the
dominant side when considering the inheritance of the hermaphrodite when
alive, and the identity of the person performing the washing of the body upon
death. If the male side is stronger, he would be given the inheritance of the



male, and upon his death he will be washed by a man. If the female side was
more dominant, she would inherit as a female, and when dead will be washed
by a woman.
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