Hasan ‘Ali al-Misri. ‘Da’ al-Zahri wa al-Zawwaj’ [Syphilis and Marriagel. Al-Hilal,
15 Oct. 1900: pp. 47-8.
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Syphilis and Marriage

Cairo: Hasan Efendi ‘Ali al-Masri.

I read in several issues of al-Hilal that syphilis might be hereditary and pass
to one’s children and their offspring for four or five generations. I deduced
from this that it would be better if those afflicted with it did not get married.
I met a friend of mine who was afflicted with that disease in his youth, was
treated and then cured. Ilearned from him that he is determined on getting
married. I intimated that he should not do so, and told him what al-Hilal had
said. His answer was none other than a note he pulled out of his pocket and
handed to me, which was a doctor’s certificate bearing his name, stating that
there was no harm in his getting married. I said nothing, but decided to write
you and ask for your opinion in the matter.

Al-Hilal: Syphilis has three stages. Those who are treated immediately and
are cured in the first stage might be saved from the danger resulting from
their marriage. However, if it reaches the second or third stage and the famil-
iar pustules are manifested on the skin; or if it reaches the bones and other
parts of the body, then the disease is already firmly rooted in the patient’s
body. The patient might be cured and no sign remain on his skin, but he will
remain afflicted with it all his life, and his marriage is a grave danger. We
therefore argue that a person whose disease has reached this stage — even if
has been treated and was cured — we appeal to his sense of responsibility and
to his conscience to refrain from marriage of his own accord. If not, he would
be bringing the scourge upon his wife and children (if he indeed has any).
Even if the disease does not appear in their infancy, it may appear in their
childhood or youth. It might be latent in the children, and then appear in
their children and their children’s children, as you have noted. Most of those
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afflicted with this illness remain childless or have children who die shortly
after leaving the womb. Their wives rarely remain healthy.

As for your friend, it is clear that his disease did not progress beyond the first
stage, and the doctor therefore testified that he may get married. Although,
we have seen doctors who permit the marriage of men who were inflicted
by a second stage syphilis or even third, and were cured, but the doctor then
allows them to do so under the condition that their spouse receive yearly anti-
syphilitic treatment for her entire life. We consider this, however, to be care-
less and dangerous. It is better for those afflicted with the disease to accept
their fate and not double their tragedy by inflicting it on a virgin that the law
obliges them to protect, and whom dignity and honour make them respon-
sible for her happiness. How can he put her in such a danger, and how can
he agree to have children who will not survive, or will be subject to illness all
their lives? More than one person afflicted with this malady has asked for our
advice whether or not they should get married, and our advice had been not
to do so. Some followed our advice and were saved, and others were dazzled
by hope only to regret it, but regret will not help them.



