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OSM1: published report and illustrations compared with archived site drawings 

The main publication from the Bikjholberget cemetery excavations is contained in Blindheim 

and Heyerdahl-Larsen (1995), published over four decades after the excavations took place. 

Indeed, Blindheim herself states that the final preparations for publication were not started 

until 30 years after the excavations, that the team had no earlier experience in excavating boat 

burials, and that she considered it as an advantage that the chapter on the southern part of 

Bikjholberget (with the burial complex discussed in our article) was written by Birgit 

Heyerdahl-Larsen, who did not take part in the excavation and who could approach the 

material with a fresh outlook (Blindheim 1995a: 10). Moreover, Blindheim highlights the 

hand-written excavation journals and catalogues in the museum archive as supplementary 

documentation. The presentation of the burial complex discussed in this article (Ka. 294–297, 

originally named K/IV) is found on pages 22–26 in the publication, wherein the text states 

that the woman in the prow of the boat, Ka. 294 in Stylegar’s catalogue (2007: 122-3), had 

her head towards the south. In Norwegian, “den døde har ligget på ryggen, med hodet i syd” 

[the deceased was placed on her back, with her head facing south] (authors’ translation). 

Moreover, it is stated that the man’s head is close to her feet: “Hodet må ha ligget i syd, nær 

føttene til kvinnen…” [the head must have been to the south, near the feet of the woman] 

(authors’ translation). 

However, on page 116 of the publication, a sketch of that same female body shows an 

orientation with the head to the north-east (Figure S1, left). The in-text presentation, on the 

other hand, is in line with the site drawing currently archived at the Museum of Cultural 

History, University of Oslo (Figure S1, right), where the compass arrow gives an orientation 

with the head to the south. Still, as the numbers at the axis rise from the feet towards the head 
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in both illustrations, it might be that the compass arrow is wrong in the archived site drawing, 

as it is stated in the publication that the zero-point is south of the burial complex (Blindheim 

1995b: 13). 

 

  

Figure S1. Left) published illustration of the female body Ka. 294 right) archived site 

drawing of same body. Note that north is in the opposite direction compared to the published 

version, while the numbers at the axis may suggest that north actually is correct (as per what 

is shown in Blindheim & Heyerdahl-Larsen 1995: fig. 1).  

 

The primary field documentation surveyed by the authors did not give conclusive answers as 

to which interpretation is the right one, as the field journals that were identified in the archive 

in October 2021 contained very little information, and the primary hand-written catalogue 

could not be found. Fully aware that the interpretation we offer may therefore change in 

future if more detailed information is located, we nevertheless consider it a viable knowledge 

claim in light of the information we currently possess.  

 

OSM2: catalogue notes 



3 
 

The Museum of Cultural History archive also contain the pertinent catalogue notes, included 

below in full. Two things especially are relevant from here. First is the note that the 

positioning of a bracelet belonging to Ka. 294 is interpreted as having been disturbed upon 

the later addition of Ka. 295 (the male grave). This note states that it was “placed 

immediately underneath the turf, somewhat North of the other items in Grave 1. West of the 

male items in Grave II. Most likely to belong to this female grave, disturbed upon deposition 

of Grave II” (authors’ translation). From this, we surmise that it is possible that the male 

burial was a later addition to a boat grave originally containing two adult females, though the 

chronological relationship between the latter is also uncertain, or at least unknown. It is also 

possible that the bracelet (and other items) found in the uppermost part of the burial complex 

reflect post-burial activity.  

Second is the positioning of the shields, with their ambiguous connection to the male body, 

but which are nevertheless catalogued as belonging to this, as is also repeated in the 

published report (Heyerdahl-Larsen 1995: 24). The catalogue’s listing of these as ‘belonging’ 

to the male grave even in the clear absence of any such relationship aptly demonstrates the 

potential influence of gender stereotypical norms on interpretations.  

 

OSM3: summary of the use of the Kaupang Ka. 294–296 illustrations 

The continued life of the illustrations commissioned by both Stylegar (2007) and Price (2008) 

has been extensive. They have been reproduced regularly in academic publications (e.g. 

Pedersen 2014; Aannestad & Glørstad 2017; Raffield et al. 2017; Clark 2018; Brink 2021), 

numerous MA and doctoral dissertations (e.g. McGuire 2009; Melgaard 2013; Magnusson 

2015; Oppegaard 2015) and popular dissemination pieces, news articles and conference 

presentations. Beyond this, the images are frequently posted without context on image sites 

such as Pinterest, private blogs, and the like.  
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