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Zooarchaeological data 

Table S1. Mammalian remains from Xipo (Ma 2007), Wadian (from Lü et al. 2007), 

Wangchenggang (from Lü et al. 2007), Xinzhai (Huang 2008) and Erlitou (Li et al. 2014). In 

the table are reported both the number of identified specimens (NISP) and minimum 

number of individuals (MNI), in form of absolute counts and percentages. The assemblages 

were all hand-recovered, undoubtedly exacerbating taphonomic bias against smaller taxa 

and less robust elements. As the original sources reported differing levels of taxanomic 

detail, we have standardized to common level of generalisation. “Large deer” included 

Elaphurus davidianus, “medium deer” included Cervus nippon, and “small deer” included 

Hydropotes inermis. 
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Carpological data 

Notes for archaeobotanical table: data were taken from publications (Peking University School 

of Archaeology and Museology & Henan Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology 2007; Liu 

& Fang 2010; Nongye 2011; Zhao 2014; Zhong et al. 2016) following heterogeneous standards. 

We have attempted to standardize the data for comparison taking the following steps: flora was 

divided into economic and non-economic species. Carpological data required taxonomic 

harmonization and simplification. For economic taxa, Fabaceae, and Poaceae identifications 

were reported as precisely as published (even keeping the species if present). For non-economic 

taxa identifications were lowered (if necessary) to the family level. The table reports: absolute 

counts, relative abundance (%), densities (seeds/liter), ubiquity. Soil volumes were not always 

reported for each phase, and in such cases the volume has been reconstructed on the basis of the 

provided average volume of samples and reported followed by “!”. Ubiquity values were not 

always available for all species and all sites. Unknowns and indeterminable are included in the 

sums used to calculate the relative abundance. 

 

Table S2. Carpological data from Xipo (Nongye yanjiu keti zu 2011), Wadian (Liu & Fang 

2010), Wangchenggang (Peking University School of Archaeology and Museology & Henan 

Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology 2007), Xinzhai (Zhong et al. 2016) and Erlitou 

(Zhao 2014). Anr= absolute abundance (number of seeds); A%nr= relative abundance 

(percentage); CONCseeds/litre= densities, calculated as number of seeds for litre; UB%= 

ubiquity percentage (percentage of samples in which the taxon is found). 
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Carbon and nitrogen isotopes data 

Table S3. Carbon and Nitrogen isotopes data from Xipo (Zhang et al. 2010), Wadian (from 

Chen et al. 2016), Xinzhai (Dai et al. 2016) and Erlitou (Si et al. 2014); mean values and 

standard deviation are reported. N = number of samples analysed. 
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