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A Sample characteristics

Table A.1 – Sample Characteristics

Category n Percentage

Gender

Men 4054 49.1
Women 4211 50.9

Age

18-29 1860 22.5
30-44 2369 28.7
45-64 2724 33.0
65+ 1312 15.9

Education

Some high school 216 2.6
High school diploma 1821 22.1
Some college 2708 32.8
Bachelors degree or higher 3499 42.4

Income

Below $20,000 1605 19.7
$20,000 to $34,999 1470 18.1
$35,000 to $49,999 1177 14.5
$50,000 to $74,999 1600 19.7
$75,000 to $99,999 890 10.9
$100,000 to $150,000 820 10.1
$150,000 or more 569 7.0

Race/ethnicity

Asian American/Pacific Islander 551 6.7
Black 909 11.1
Hispanic 896 10.9
White 5708 69.7
Other/not specified 130 1.6

Partisanship

Democrat (inc leaners) 3907 47.3
Republican (inc leaners) 3215 38.9
Independent 1143 13.8

Region

Northeast 1681 20.3
Midwest 1579 19.1
South 3198 38.7
West 1807 21.9
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B Survey diagnostics

KS test statistic:
0.02 (p=0.19)
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Figure B.1 – No detectable difference in confirmed case counts across treatment groups.

Plots the density of county-level confirmed cases as of March 29, 2020. Source: https:
//github.com/CSSEGISandData (accessed April 13, 2020)

Variable Population Trump Voteshare

Population – –

Trump Voteshare -0.447 –

Confirmed Cases 0.138 -0.294

Deaths 0.104 -0.276

Table B.1 – Moderate, negative correlations between COVID-19 and Trump 2016 vote-

share. Reports raw correlations between confirmed cases and deaths as of March 29,2020,
population based on the 2018 American Community Survey, and the percentage of votes
for Donald Trump in 2016; all measured at the county-level. All correlations significant at
the p < 0.0001 level.
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Variable Statistic Type L1

Age -0.54 (diff) 0.00

Gender 1.00 (Chi2) 0.01

Race 6.64 (Chi2) 0.01

Education 2.33 (Chi2) 0.02

Income 0.02 (diff) 0.01

Democrat -0.01 (diff) 0.01

State 34.37 (Chi2) 0.02

Confirmed Cases -101.12 (diff) 0.00

Deaths -2.28 (diff) 0.00

Population -35307.11 (diff) 0.00

Trump Voteshare 0.01 (diff) 0.00

Table B.2 – Balance across executive order and legislation conditions on pre-treatment

observables. Reports univariate imbalance statistics and measures across survey wordings;
calculated with the ‘cem’ package.
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Table B.3 – Marginal Effects of Respondent Characteristics on the Probability of Correct

Attention Check. Reports coefficients and standard errors from a linear probability model
of correct answers to the attention check question, which asks whether respondents could
recall how the policy was enacted. The unconditional probability of a correct answer is 0.63.

Dependent variable:
Attention Check

Independent �0.08⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Republican �0.02⇤ (0.01)
Age 0.001⇤ (0.0003)
Black �0.11⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
AAPI �0.07⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Other �0.04 (0.04)
Hispanic �0.07⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
High School 0.13⇤⇤⇤ (0.04)
Some College 0.18⇤⇤⇤ (0.04)
College+ 0.20⇤⇤⇤ (0.04)
Women �0.01 (0.01)
Income (20-35k) 0.03⇤ (0.02)
Income (35-50k) 0.06⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Income (50-75k) 0.06⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Income (75-100k) 0.04⇤⇤ (0.02)
Income (100-150k) 0.08⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Income (150k+) 0.02 (0.02)
Executive Order �0.08⇤⇤⇤ (0.01)
Under 2 mins. �0.16⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Over 15 mins. �0.07⇤⇤⇤ (0.02)
Constant 0.49⇤⇤⇤ (0.04)
Observations 8,061
R2 0.04
Residual Std. Error 0.47 (df = 8040)

Note: ⇤p<0.1; ⇤⇤p<0.05; ⇤⇤⇤p<0.01
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C Robustness to Model Specification
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D Partisanship, context, and unilateral action
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Figure D.1 – Tolerance for executive power does not vary by partisanship. Plots average
treatment effects conditional on partisan identification (leaners coded as partisans) by policy
intervention. Values simulated from logistic regressions with log-transformed county-level
cases (as of March 29), treatment condition, income, age, party, race and education as co-
variates. Within each policy, no conditional treatment effect is statistically distinguishable
by convention.

SM—11



Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.010.00 0.01 0.02 0.03

D
et

ai
n

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.02⌧0.01 0.00 0.01 0.02

L
oa

ns

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.04⌧0.03⌧0.02⌧0.010.000.01

E
le

ct
io

n

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.010.00 0.01 0.02 0.03

C
on

gr
es

s

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.010.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04

E
as

te
r

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.02 0.00 0.02

M
ed

ia

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.02⌧0.01 0.00 0.01 0.02

V
ac

ci
ne

Trump Supporters

Others

0.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05

Tr
av

el
Trump Supporters

Others

0.00 0.02 0.04 0.06 0.08

So
ci
al

is
m

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.04 ⌧0.03⌧0.02⌧0.01 0.00

P
ri
so

ns

Trump Supporters

Others

⌧0.010.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04

Ta
ri

ff
s

Figure D.2 – Tolerance for executive power does not vary by Trump support. Plots aver-
age treatment effects conditional on indication that they approval of Trump’s handling of
the crisis (leaners coded as Trump supporters), by policy intervention. Values simulated
from logistic regressions with log-transformed county-level cases (as of March 29), treat-
ment condition, income, age, party, race and education as covariates. Within each policy, no
conditional treatment effect is statistically distinguishable by convention.
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Figure D.3 – Moderator: Individual-level level perception of cases. “To the best of your
knowledge, how many cases of COVID-19 have been found in your state?”.
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Figure D.4 – Tolerance for executive power does not vary by misperceptions of the cri-

sis. Plots average treatment effects conditional on overestimation, underestimation, and
correct estimation of local level cases, by policy intervention. Values simulated from logistic
regressions with log-transformed county-level cases (as of March 29), treatment condition,
income, age, party, race and education as covariates. Within each policy, no conditional
treatment effect is statistically distinguishable by convention.
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