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Dear Dr. :

I reslly don't knew how to thank yeu for the wonderful books

you so kindly sent me. They came in yesterday but I haven't had time
to resd mueh yet. Will lock myself up at times and enjoy them to the
fullest. :

I haven't had time to explere much lately, but did slip off

last Sunday with my two negroes and ge ovVer te Bishop's Harbor te the

mound where that crystal bead was found. It is quite an interesting
ijsland and visited by very few people on account of its inaccessability.
On the Harbor side is & large shell moupd,'abaut 25 ft. high and IOO

o abim diameter,ﬂleading_to the west through dense mangroves is 8

bench pessibly one foot high and cevering 8 half scre ef'ground. A

" netursl shell and ssnd ridge has been threwn up by the water all aloeng
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the Tamra Bay side and just bsack ef__hkanLa_a_ﬁ&nn_m_gnd ebout 45ft.

— -

;g_@;gmg&g£_22;3 ft. high., Between the shell nch gpﬁ this mound
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are to be found two read waye or rldges IS ft. W1¢§ and ¢~ft. hlgh
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but lead t where. T e ,3
We started as y@u de en the outside of fhe\sand mound and

went in about I5 ft. by 20 wide, taking out about Ib adults, and 8

babies. All bodies were placed on 8 bed of ashes but the bones did

s <

‘not seem to have been burned. In one place four adults had been

placed with their heads together and bodies extending out. In the

center I fouhd the mdst beautifully relished shell bowl I hsve ever

found, with the hole knocked in the bottom.

—

Above each skull wes & slab of lime stene rock ebout IS5 in.
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. 8quare. Under snother slsb of rock'wa§ a shell bewl end skull and

after csrefully uncovering feound two’baby skeletons either in her eor
iﬁ her arms, but they were in such a p§or state of preservation that
they could net be handled. Found one 3 in. arrew peint which hsad
been originally made from & clear light gray flint but was in the
ash bed and had a very heavy coating of white over it. I eould run en
like this for heurs but will net take up any more of'your time.

Dreve down to see Newman and was very much plessed with his
find in the Englewoed meund. Have tried te buy er trade the eold

"snake" man out of that erystal bead for yeu but peorle have told him

that it is valuable and he as yet will net part with it.

A smgll boy feund & besautiful gold besd en the mound east BaH

of Onece the other day but gave it te a dector here and his little

—

girl has it and will not part with it at any price.. The bead is
sbout 7/I6 in. in dismeter, open lace work, I/8 in. hele or ring on

each side for stringing. It has the appearance of cobra coiled en

f

eech side. Have never seen anything like it and think it is very rsre

v

fer this section.
Thanking you agein very much fer yeur kindness end hoping
I can be of service to you in these yarts, I remain,

Yourg very truly, B
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Degr Tallanh:

I am in Teceipt of your letter of May 29 together
with the two interesting photographs. I was Yery muclh
interested to read your deseription of your work om the
Bishopts Harbor Mound. I hope that you will be able %o
complete the job and write down a deseription of your
results as well as getting a few photographs of the more
interesting features encountered.

I also hope that in time you will be able to get

hold of the cggs%g; bead whieh I should like very much
to have if possible even if it is neeessary to go up

to $10.00 or $15.00 for ite As a rule I do mot like the
idea of buying specimens, but this one is unique and
shows the drilling process so nlcely that it would meke
a good Museum specimen. I suppose, however, 1% would be
best not %o rush the old fellow too much. If you ecan
get a photograph of the gold bead without too much
diffienlty I would appreciate That alsc.

T am beginning work now on the reports of ihe
archeologlical excavations which we conducted under %he
C.W.As, and paturally you will get a copy as soon as 1%
is off the press. I am hoping %o have a general pre-
liminary account completed inm time for our nexi annual
Treport.

When I got back to Washington I found that Dr,
Van Hying had sent me the sameclipping that you had
about the accession of the- ivory-billed woodpecker's
neste . 3

I hope that you find plentr of interest to read in
the reports that I =»n% alurg, There are pleniy more
when you have Tinished with these whiech I will send to
you 8lsos

I wish that I were back in Brandenton for about a
month, nothing to do exgept to go fishing end explorihg
a 1ittle. You ceculd let the furniture store go, and we

would have a great time.
With very best wishes to yourself amd Mrs, Tallant, T am

- 8ingerely yours,

M. ; ;

HI—‘, Wa Mp T&uant
Manatee, Florida




