
SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL: SUPPLEMENTARY FIGURE 2 

Image gallery to accompany John Robb (2015), “Prehistoric art in Europe: a deep-time social history” 

 

Note: This image gallery is intended to illustrate the range of prehistoric art in Europe; getting a 

visual sense of prehistoric art helps to understand the argument. Europe includes an enormous 

amount of prehistoric art, much of it difficult to access or photograph. This gallery is made possible 

through the generosity of contributors to Wikimedia Commons 

(http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page), an archive of publicly contributed, freely usable 

images contributed by volunteers around the world. Unless noted otherwise, images were accessed 

from Wikimedia Commons. Use in this article complies with the license conditions of Wikimedia 

Commons as specified for each image. I am grateful to all contributors who have freely given their 

effort and creative imagery; they are credited specifically for each image. None of the images from 

this source have been modified. 

 

Cave art, rock art, and megalithic art, Paleolithic and Neolithic 

Image:  Engraving of wild cow on 
boulder. Original size: ca. 1.7m.  

Location: Grotta del Romito, 
Papasidero, Italy 

Date: late Upper Palaeolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


Image: Cave art, including bison 
and handprints 

Location: Cueva del Castillo, Spain 

Date: Upper Palaeolithic 

Picture source: By Gabinete de 
Prensa del Gobierno de Cantabria 
[CC BY 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 

Image: Cave art 

Location: Porto Badisco Cave, Italy 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: P. Graziosi (1974), 
L’arte preistorica in Italia (Firenze: 
Sansoni), Fig. 18b 

 

 

 

 



Image: Anthropomorphs? 

Location: Grotta Placentro, Italy 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: Image: Cave art 

Location: Porto Badisco Cave, Italy 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: P. Graziosi (1974), 
L’arte preistorica in Italia (Firenze: 
Sansoni), Fig. 16a 

 

 

 

 

Image: Rock art 

Location: Amerside Law, UK 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: S. Beckensall/ 
University of Newcastle 
Northumbria Rock Art (Project 
http://rockart.ncl.ac.uk/panel_ima
ge_view_larger.asp?pi=238&image
id=14) 

 

 

 



Image: Scene of hunting caprids 
(Levantine style art) 

Location: Cueva de la Remigia, 
Spain 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source:  

By Joanbanjo (Own work) [CC BY-
SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 

Image: Anthropomorph and 
abstract iconography (Macro-
schematic style art) 

Location: Pla de Petracos, Spain 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source:  

By Joanbanjo (Own work) [CC BY-
SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 



Image: Elk and boats (Northern 
hunter-gatherer tradition art). 
Petryglyphs; red paint is modern. 

Location: Nämforsen, Sweden 

Date: Mesolithic 

Picture source: By Henrik 
Sendelbach (Own work) [CC BY-SA 
3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 

Image: Geometric  art inside 
chamber of megalithic tomb 

Location: Mane Kerioned, Brittany, 
France.  

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: By Traumrune 
(Own work) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.
html) or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 



Image: Geometric art inside 
chamber of megalithic tomb 

Location: Knockmany, Ireland 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: By R0025693 (Own 
work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons) 

 

 

 

 



 

Cave and rock art, Copper Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age 

Image: Daggers 

Location: Cemmo, Valcamonica, 
Italy 

Date: Copper Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Petroglyphs; note oxen and 
daggers 

Location: Mont Bego, France 

Date: Early Bronze Age 

Picture source: By Manzone (Own 
work) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.
html) or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

  

 

 

 

Image: Boats and crews 
(petroglyph; red paint is modern) 

Location: Tanum, Sweden 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Mounted warriors 
(petroglyph; white paint is 
modern) 

Location: Tanum, Sweden 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Mounted hunter pursuing 
deer 

Location: Valcamonica, Italy 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Two horses yoked to plow 

Location: Valcamonica, Italy 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other two-dimensional imagery 

Image: Horses carved on reindeer 
antler 

Location: La Madaleine, France 

Date: Upper Palaeolithic 

Picture source: Photograph by 
Rama, Wikimedia Commons, Cc-
by-sa-2.0-fr [CC BY-SA 2.0 fr 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/2.0/fr/deed.en)], via 
Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

 

Image: Ithyphallic human-animal 
hybrid engraved on bone disc 

Location: Mas d’Azil, France 

Date: Upper Palaeolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Bone engraved with 
geometric motifs and 
anthropomorphs 

Location: Riparo Gaban, Italy 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: G. Robin 

 

 

 

 

Image: Decorative frescos in room 

Location: Akrotiri, Greece 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Women in chariot, on 
Mycenaean vessel 

Location: Nicosia, Cyprus 

Date: Bronze Age (Mycenaean) 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

File: Nicosia.tif 

Permission: Robb 

 

 

 



Image: Person playing a lyre, 
drawn on neck of large pot 

Location: Sopron, Hungary 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: J. Robb: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Figurines 

Image: Female figure 

Location: Lespugue, France 

Date: Upper Palaeolithic 

Picture source: By José-Manuel 
Benito (Own work) [Public 
domain], via Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

 

 



Image: human figurine in wood 

Location: Willemstad, Netherlands 

Date: Mesolithic 

Picture source: By rob koopman 
from Leiderdorp, netherlands 
(mannetje van Willemstad) [CC BY-
SA 2.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 



Image: Masked female figurine 

Location: Vinča, Serbia 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Female figurine 

Location: Hungary 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Female figurine (Hamangia 
style) 

Location: Romania 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Wooden sculpture, possibly 
hermaphroditic 

Location: Devon, UK 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture Source: Cambridge 
University Museum of Archaeology 
and Anthropology 

 

 

 

 



Image: Female figurine, Cycladic 
style 

Location: Cycladic islands, Greece 

Date: Early Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Bronze figurine of archer 

Location: Sardinia 

Date: Nuraghic (Late Bronze Age/ 
Iron Age 

Picture source: By Shardan (Own 
Work) [CC BY-SA 2.5 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/2.5/deed.en)], via 
Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Statues and statue-menhirs 

Image: Carved boulder with human 
and fish characteristics 

Location: Lepenski Vir, Serbia 

Date: Mesolithic 

Picture source: By Mazbln (own 
work (photo)) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.
html), CC-BY-SA-3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0/) or CC BY-SA 2.5-
2.0-1.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/2.5-2.0-1.0)], via 
Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

 

Image: Female statue-stela 

Location: Arcà, Italy 

Date: Copper Age 

Picture source: G. Robin 

 

 

 

 



Image: Male statue-stela 

Location: Lunigiana, Italy 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: statue-menhir 

Location: Bevaix-Treytel 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: By Laténium 
(Laténium) [GFDL 
(http://www.gnu.org/copyleft/fdl.
html) or CC BY-SA 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 



Image: Female statue-stela 

Location: Aveyron, France 

Date: Late Neolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Male statue-stela 

Location: South-western Spain 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Male statue-stela 

Location: Manfredonia, Italy 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

File: daunia.jpg 

Permission: Robb 

 

 

 

Image: Male statue from princely 
grave 

Location: Glauberg, Germany 

Date: Iron Age  

Picture source: By Heinrich Stürzl 
(Own work) [CC BY 3.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 

 



 

Metalwork and wearable art, Bronze Age and Iron Age 

Image: Reconstruction of Bronze 
Age woman with ensemble of 
ornaments 

Location: Plzen, Czech Republic 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Gold foil ornament, 
probably originally mounted on 
wood mount, deposited with male 
burial 

Location: Bush Barrow, Wiltshire, 
UK 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: By Pasicles (Own 
work) [CC0], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 



Image: Engraved scene of boats, 
waves, serpents on bronze razor 

Location: Copenhagen, Denmark 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: Bird/ cart model 

Location: Bosnia 

Date: Bronze Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

Image: “Celtic” mirror 

Location: Desborough, UK 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: By Photo by 
Fuzzypeg (Photographed in the 
British Museum.) [Public domain], 
via Wikimedia Commons 

 

 

 

 



Image: “Scythian” metalwork lion 
ornaments on end of silver 
bracelet 

Location: Budapest, Hungary 

Date: Iron Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Various other objects 

Image: Painted pebble 

Location: France 

Date: Azilian (early Mesolithic) 

Picture source: By Didier 
Descouens (Own work) [CC BY-SA 
4.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 

 

Image: Carved clay stamp 
(pintadera); image shows surface 
with design to be imprinted on 
clay, leather, or other materials. 
Size approx. 8 cm. 

Location: Ostuni, Italy 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 



Image: Clay wall decorations in 
form of cattle horns (partly 
reconstructed). Size of each ca. 15 
cm. 

Location: Budapest, Hungary 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

File: Budapest.tif 

Permission: Robb 

 

 

 

Image: Carved chalk object 

Location: Folkton, UK 

Date: Neolithic 

Picture source: By Johnbod (Own 
work) [CC BY-SA 4.0 
(http://creativecommons.org/licen
ses/by-sa/4.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons 

 

 

 



Image: Carved schist plaque, 
possibly anthropomorphic 

Location: South-western Spain 

Date: Copper Age 

Picture source: J. Robb 

 

 

 

 

 


