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Question/Hypothesis:
Provide direction and guidance for the order, tasks, and responsibilities of authors and co-authors for a manuscript in the context of a multi-institutional study. 

Background/significance: 
Deciding authorship order and responsibilities of a manuscript can pose a difficult task to those involved as there is not a consistent approach to how authorship should be delegated.

The CHARM study has developed a series of recommendations and guidelines to aid in deciding the roles of authors for a manuscript in the context of a multi-institutional, multi-site study. These guidelines can be applied to other studies involving large numbers of investigators, as a process for determining authorship and their execution.

Summary of project: 
The paper will describe (1) the process by which the recommendation and guidelines were developed (2) the purpose of these guidelines and their utility in defining the roles of senior, lead, and other authors among multiple institutions, and (3) future application of these guidelines and recommendations for other multi-institutional research endeavors. 

Site contributing data: 
All CHARM investigators contributed on some level to the development of these guidelines.
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