
Supplementary Methods 
 
ChatGPT Analysis 
 

 
 

the basis of AI response, Yes or No was coded for the individual URL by human raters. If the AI 
response was considered ambiguous by the human rater, this procedure was repeated up to two 
additional times until the AI produced a clear response. If a clear response was not produced 

 
pertains to the therapeutic potential of psychedelic drugs. Please answer in one word, Yes or 

 
and publication for each article. 

For URLs judged by the AI to focus on the therapeutic potential of psychedelic drugs, the 
-100, how positive is the article below about the therapeutic potential of 

 
the article title and text were then inserted. In response, the AI provided a numerical score which 
was recorded for each article. If the output included a score range instead of a specific score, the 
number at the lowest end of the range was recorded by convention. 
 
Total URL Determination 

 
 

on news.google.com for a given year, the total number of URLs appearing in the search (not 
accounting for duplicates) was recorded. If 300 URLs appeared for a search that was confined to 
a given calendar year (the maximum URLs that Google presented for a given search), searches 
were confined to shorter temporal periods until each individual search produced under 300 
URLs. URLs for each shorter period encompassing the year in its entirety were then summed to 
determine the total number of URLs for a given calendar year. 
 
Top 50 English Language Media Website Determination 
 

The top 50 most trafficked English-language media websites were sourced from 
pressgazette.co.uk using the month February 2025 (Supplementary Materials, Appendix F). 
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Appendix A: Excluded URL Categories  
 
Reason for Exclusion Total URLs Excluded 
Scientific journal article 183 
Insufficient text 118 
Duplicate of included article 68 
No publication date 44 
Excessive/insurmountable paywall 14 
Nonfunctional URL 8 
Not published during year of search 2 
Advertisement 2 

 
Scientific journal articles were published in peer-reviewed journals, and thus were not 
considered to be general media articles. Media articles describing the results of scientific 
publications for a general audience were included. Excessive/insurmountable paywalls had high 
costs to see an article, or it was not possible to circumvent the paywall without unique 
credentials. Nonfunctional URLs appeared on the Google search but it was impossible to access 
the URL offered by the search engine.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix B: Human Rater Article Subgroup Information   
 
Subgroup 1 
 

a. Human Raters: 
1.  Juy Yusuf 
2. Suraj Shankar 
3. Syed Ali Ahmed 
4. Brandon Kiley 
5. Amanda Pekau 
6. Jacob Steinle  
7. Medha Iyer 
8. Sara Martin  
9. Nithya Pippala  

 
b. List of Articles Rated (Sentiment Scores): 

https://www.utne.com/mind-and-body/harm-reduction-zm0z14uzlin/ 

https://www.fool.com/investing/2023/09/11/pharma-psychedelics-stock-dont-buy-otsuka/ 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/its-time-to-start-studying-the-downside-of-psychedelics/ 

https://www.philanthropy.com/article/a-psychedelic-renaissance/ 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/hallucinogen-being-offered-by-st-
john-s-man-to-treat-addiction-1.2706786 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/other/psychedelic-therapy-from-taboo-to-mainstream-
healthcare/ar-BB1rnSXH 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2021/07/26/megan-fox-christina-haack-
tried-ayahuasca-psychedelics-what-know/7959203002/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p 

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/10/psychedelics-medicine-science/680286/ 

https://www.ft.com/content/4da607e4-c2af-4002-ab96-cfe79269aff2 

https://www.mic.com/life/can-microdosing-psychedelics-take-the-edge-off-a-first-date-
18794357 

https://web.archive.org/web/20250215005927/https://eu.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/detr
oit-city/2025/02/09/inside-legal-battle-rages-detroit-and-psychedelic-mushroom-using-
church/77978805007/ 

https://theconversation.com/how-lsd-helped-us-probe-what-the-sense-of-self-looks-like-in-the-
brain-57703 

https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/psychedelics-antinatalism-and-dostoevsky/ 

https://www.citizen.org/article/weak-evidence-for-psychedelic-drugs-as-potential-treatments-
for-depression-and-other-mental-illnesses/ 

https://www.businessinsider.com/list-top-psychedelics-companies-by-funding-2021 

https://www.sciencenordic.com/brain-denmark-future-health/psychedelic-mushrooms-effect-
on-the-brain-to-be-tested-in-new-study/1421592 

https://www.teenvogue.com/story/people-with-depression-and-anxiety-could-benefit-from-
hallucinogens 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/08/23/opinion/psychedelics-mdma-mental-health.html 

https://sfstandard.com/2024/11/06/psychedelic-major-degree-undergraduate-ciis/ 



https://www.augustachronicle.com/story/news/nation-world/2008/03/12/nat-190750-
shtml/64546256007/ 

https://www.bostonmagazine.com/2020/02/06/legalize-magic-mushrooms-massachusetts/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2008/mar/05/religion.israelandthepalestinians 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-sexual-abuse-psychedelic-therapy-
1.5953480 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/the-indigenous-mexican-tribe-that-honors-rare-psychedelic-
toads/ 

 
ICC (2,k), Human: 0.56 
ICC (2,k) AI: 0.94 
 

c. List of Articles Rated (Whether Article Focuses on the Therapeutic Potential of 
Psychedelic Drugs):  

 
https://maps.org/news/bulletin/psychedelics-and-parentingfinding-connection-in-a-
disconnected-world/ 

https://journalistsresource.org/home/psychedelics-research-roundup/ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/made-by-history/2023/06/29/psychedelics-drugs/ 

https://theconversation.com/psychedelics-researchers-balance-trippyness-with-scientific-rigor-
after-history-of-legal-and-cultural-controversy-podcast-191502 

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/future-pulse/2024/11/11/the-buzz-about-trump-and-
psychedelics-00188669 

https://www.statesman.com/story/news/2016/09/23/police-seize-large-stash-of-psychedelic-
mushrooms-in-south-austin-home/9907112007/ 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/dreaming-like-being-on-a-drug-trip-
study-114070300719_1.html 

https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/the-bosstown-sound/ 

https://psychedelicalpha.com/news/interview-with-shlomi-raz-ceo-and-chairman-of-eleusis 

https://scitechdaily.com/psychedelic-breakthrough-scientists-successfully-achieve-total-
synthesis-of-ibogaine/ 

 
Subgroup 2 
 

a. Human Raters: 
1. Rana Abdalla 
2. Reetwan Bandyopadhyay 
3. Madeline Villaba 
4. Sophia Chertock 
5. Jatin Sridhar 
6. Harry Dunn 
7. Rishi Gorguntula 
8. Umer Jalil 
9. Baris Ercal 
10. Brendan Ross 

 



b. List of Articles Rated (Sentiment Scores): 
 
https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/news/panel-discusses-coalition-building-unlock-therapeutic-
effects-psychedelics 

https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2022/12/psilocybin-psychedelic-mushrooms-mdma-
depression-anxiety-alcohol-use-suicide-cory-booker-oregon/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/oct/18/psychedelic-drugs-us-republican-
thiel-mercer-foundation 

https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2024/10/22/mass-question-4-psychedelics/ 

https://www.businessinsider.com/psychedelics-trip-therapy-2018-1 

https://www.pnas.org/post/journal-club/study-isolates-neurons-involved-anti-anxiety-but-not-
hallucinogenic-effects-psychedelics 

https://www.europeanpharmaceuticalreview.com/news/144774/positive-effects-of-
psychedelic-microdosing-likely-due-to-placebo-effect-finds-study/ 

https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/transformation/political-significance-of-lsd/ 

https://www.politico.eu/article/navigate-high-low-psychedelic-therapy-lsd/ 

https://www.madinamerica.com/2021/09/psychedelics-new-psychiatric-craze/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2025/02/04/health/fda-mdma-psychedelic-therapy-psymposia.html 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/health/ayahuasca-faq-1.4631656 

https://interestingengineering.com/science/7-fascinating-psychedelics-that-are-making-a-
resurgence-in-scientific-research 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/ego-death-is-the-trip-competitive-psychedelic-users-are-
chasing/ 

https://apnews.com/article/mdma-psychedelic-drug-fda-ptsd-lykos-
709b23613031fb11d3dc5228c8476a39 

https://www.psypost.org/awe-inspiring-psychedelic-trips-reduce-narcissism-by-boosting-
connectedness-and-empathy-study-suggests/ 

https://www.wired.com/story/magic-mushrooms-uk-psilocybin-cubensis-depression-
treatment-prescription-psychedelic-drugs/ 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/hunting-for-the-most-potent-psychedelic-toad-venom-on-
earth/ 

https://www.bps.org.uk/psychologist/looking-back-brief-history-psychedelic-psychiatry 

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/psilocybin-legal-therapy-mdma-753946/ 

https://theconversation.com/psychedelics-could-make-mental-health-worse-in-people-with-a-
personality-disorder-226099 

https://vtdigger.org/2024/11/18/study-group-hesitant-about-psychedelic-therapy-in-vermont/ 

https://www.newscientist.com/article/2394987-psychedelic-health-claims-may-be-promoting-
risky-self-medication/ 

 
ICC (2,k), Human: 0.50 
ICC (2,k), AI: 0.93 
 
 
 



c. List of Articles Rated (Whether the Article Focuses on the Therapeutic Potential of 
Psychedelic Drugs): 

 
https://boltsmag.org/drug-referendums-november-2022/ 

https://www.npr.org/2023/11/05/1210327976/psychedelic-drugs-psilocybin-roland-griffiths-
depression-cancer-meditation 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/scientists-dolphins-lsd-communitcate-with-them-
experiment-talk-john-lilly-margaret-howe-lovatt-a7787556.html 

https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2024/05/study-of-psychedelics-announces-funding-recipients/ 

https://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2014/10/02/352924426/can-psychedelics-expand-our-
consciousness 

https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/arctic-monkeys-desert-journey-the-making-of-
humbug-69144/ 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/a-very-psychedelic-conversation-with-the-creators-of-rick-and-
morty/ 

https://www.asianscientist.com/2011/12/topnews/wwf-wild-mekong-report-new-species-elvis-
monkey-self-cloning-female-lizard-psychedelic-gecko-2011/ 

https://www.technologynetworks.com/neuroscience/articles/to-hallucinate-or-not-the-big-questions-
on-psychedelics-at-fens-2022-365377 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2001/10/04/john-c-lilly/594dc878-43ac-43ae-     
a470-e17641d5b580/ 

 
Subgroup 3  
 

a. Human Raters: 
1. Adeyemi Sola 
2. Arushi Mohite 
3. Melinda Daniels-Tineo 
4. Anvi Divekar 
5. Hannah Wang 
6. Sonali Sharma 
7. Madison Stille  
8. Gibson Werner 
9. Akila Anandarajah  
10. Mia Stonov  

 
b. List of Articles Rated (Sentiment Scores): 

 
https://www.marijuanamoment.net/virginia-house-panel-kills-psychedelics-bill-that-had-
already-been-approved-by-the-senate/ 
https://www.dazeddigital.com/artsandculture/article/35803/1/talking-to-a-warlock-about-the-
spiritual-power-of-ket 

https://www.statnews.com/2023/07/03/psychedelics-ketamine-mdma-ptsd-how-they-work/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/oct/07/california-governor-vetoes-bill-to-
decriminalize-natural-psychedelic-drugs 



https://www.forbes.com/sites/amandasiebert/2020/11/13/microdosing-psychedelics-is-trendy-
but-does-it-work-heres-what-science-says/ 

https://harris-sliwoski.com/cannalawblog/how-religious-groups-can-petition-to-use-
psychedelics-legally/ 

https://www.thedailybeast.com/psychedelic-hype-is-hurting-more-people-than-we-realize/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2025/jan/11/white-people-shouldnt-mess-with-it-native-
american-church-laments-psychedelic-cactus-shortage 

https://www.golfdigest.com/story/why-serious-players-are-doing-psychedelics-like-
mushrooms-and-ayahuasca 

https://www.politico.com/news/2024/06/04/psychedelic-medicine-ptsd-fda-00161611 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/09/health/psychedelics-mdma-psilocybin-molly-mental-
health.html 

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/news/192046/science-microdosing-psychedelics-remains-patchy-
anecdotal/ 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/intl/blog/stuck/201001/the-acid-wars 

https://newsroom.clevelandclinic.org/2024/03/22/why-researchers-are-studying-use-of-
psychedelics 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/psychedelic-drug-mdma-faces-questions-as-fda-
considers-approval-for-ptsd 

https://www.sciencealert.com/researchers-rank-recreational-drugs-based-on-how-dangerous-
they-are 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-5631807/Inside-Mexican-psychedelic-drug-rehabs-
scores-Americans-opioids.html 

https://penntoday.upenn.edu/news/could-psychedelics-simultaneously-treat-chronic-pain-and-
depression 

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/08/23/health/marijuana-psychedelics-young-adults.html 

https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/10.1176/appi.pn.2021.12.14 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2010/nov/23/godfather-ecstasy-alexander-shulgin-stroke 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/06/08/psychedelic-drugs-mdma-fda-therapy/ 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-02-magic-mushrooms-lsd-depression-anxiety.html 

 
ICC (2,k), Human: 0.51 
ICC (2,k), AI: 0.93 
 

c. List of Articles Rated (Whether the Article Focuses on the Therapeutic Potential of 
Psychedelic Drugs): 

 
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thecurrent/the-current-for-april-24-2018-1.4631421/dreams-visions-
and-diarrhea-what-to-expect-if-you-take-ayahuasca-1.4632719 

https://www.vice.com/en/article/life-is-a-cosmic-giggle-803-v18n5/ 

https://maps.org/news/bulletin/clemency-for-deadheads-and-others-in-prison-for-non-violent-
drug-offenses/ 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/2012/jun/28/psychedelic-drugs-mysteries-brain-
government-adviser 

https://www.axios.com/2021/04/26/psychedelic-drug-developer-mindmed-public 



https://www.independent.com/2009/04/24/dalai-lama-imparts-wisdom-ucsb-crowd/ 

https://www.wbur.org/news/2024/09/20/massachusetts-election-psychedelic-mushrooms-
ballot-question-4-explainer 

https://reason.com/2015/11/06/friday-av-club-you-are-watching-lsd-tv/ 

https://www.statnews.com/2020/01/07/transforming-psychedelics-into-mainstream-medicines/ 

https://www.proactiveinvestors.com/companies/news/1065842/atai-life-sciences-backed-
psychedelic-drug-could-offer-superior-value-analysts-believe-1065842.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix C: Instructions to Human Raters for Sentiment Rating 
 
Identical instructions as given to the AI for sentiment scoring were sent via email to all human 
raters. The specific content of the email is included below.  
 
Sentiment analysis: This will be for 24 articles on the attached Excel document read these 

articles and for each article answer the question, "On a scale of 1-100, how positive is the article 
below about the therapeutic potential of psychedelic drugs, with 100=very positive and 1=very 
negative?" I can't really give any more guidance on how to do this other than: do your best, 
there's no "right answer," just give your honest opinion and make sure to give a number no 
matter what, even if you're not sure!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix D: Total Articles Indexed for the Search Term on Harvard Media 
Cloud and Google News, 2014-2025

Total URLs from Google News were sourced from each calendar year per Methods. Articles 
from Harvard Media Cloud were sourced from https://search.mediacloud.org/ using the search 

for individual calendar years from 2014-2025 for the combined United 
States-National and United Kingdom-National datasets. For the year 2025, total articles/URLs 
were determined for both databases by multiplying the total from 1/2025-3/2025 by 4. Articles 
prior to 2014 were not indexed by Harvard Media Cloud.
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Appendix E: All Represented Publications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



























Appendix F: Publications in the Top 50 Most Trafficked English Language Media 
Websites Included Within the Database  
 

1. ABC News  
2. ABC News Australia  
3. AP News 
4. BBC 
5. Business Insider 
6. BuzzFeed 
7. CBC 
8. CBS News 
9. CNBC 
10. CNN 
11. Daily Mail 
12. Express 
13. Forbes 
14. Fortune 
15. Fox News 
16. HuffPost 
17. MSN 
18. NBC News 
19. New York Post 
20. Newsweek 
21. Sky News 
22. The Guardian 
23. The Hill 
24. The Hindu 
25. The Independent  
26. The Indian Express 
27. The Mirror 
28. The New York Times 
29. The Telegraph  
30. The Wall Street Journal 
31. The Washington Post 
32. USA Today 
33. Yahoo! Finance 
34. Yahoo! News 

 
The top 50 publications were sourced from pressgazette.co.uk using the most accessed sites 
during February 2025.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix G: Data for Individual Publications 
 
Only publications with at least 5 publications in the database are included in the table. % TP 
refers to the percentage of all articles for a given publication that were judged by the AI as 
focusing on the therapeutic potential of psychedelics.  
 
 
 
 









Appendix H: AI Sentiment Score Correlations with Human Raters  
 
Rater Article Subgroup Education Level Correlation Coefficient 
Adebusola Adeyemi 3 Undergraduate 0.93 
Baris Ercal 2 M.D. 0.87 
Reetwan Bandyopadhyay 2 Undergraduate 0.86 
Anvi Divekar 3 Undergraduate 0.85 
Suraj Shankar 1 M.D. 0.84 
Syed Ali Ahmed 1 Masters 0.84 
Akila Anandarajah 3 Undergraduate 0.83 
Gibson Werner 3 High School  0.82 
Brendan Ross 2 M.D. 0.81 
Arushi Mohite 3 High School 0.79 
Brandon Kiley 1 M.D. 0.79 
Sara Martin 1 M.D. 0.79 
Medha Iyer 1 Masters 0.76 
Harry Dunn 2 Undergraduate 0.74 
Rishi Gorguntula 2 M.D. 0.72 
Juy Yusuf 1 Undergraduate 0.7 
Madeline Villaba 2 Undergraduate 0.69 
Sophia Chertock 2 Undergraduate 0.69 
Melinda Daniels-Tineo 3 Undergraduate 0.68 
Jatin Sridhar 2 High School 0.68 
Jacob Steinle 1 Medical Degree 0.65 
Madison Stille  3 High School  0.55 
Nithya Pippala  1 High School 0.54 
Hannah Wang 3 High School  0.53 
Amanda Pekau 1 Masters 0.53 
Mia Stonov 3 High School 0.41 
Sonali Sharma 3 High School 0.35 
Umer Jalil  2 Undergraduate  0.32 
Rana Abdalla  2 High School  0.28 

 
Education level indicates the highest level of education completed. Raters with education level of 
High School were enrolled in undergraduate degree programs at the time of rating. Correlation 
coefficients are Pearson correlations with the average AI score of 10 iterations for each article. 
Each rater scored 23-24 articles depending on their assigned subgroup.  
 
Additional correlations: 
Pearson correlation of median AI score across 10 iterations with median human score: r=0.88 
Pearson correlation of first gathered AI score with average human score: r=0.84 
 
 
 



Appendix I: Relationship between Google News Article Index Number and Article 
Sentiment Score

Up to 300 articles were sampled from each calendar year. Article index number represents the 
order in which the article was presented by the Google News algorithm for a given calendar year, 
with 1=the first article indexed and 300=the 300th article indexed. All articles with sentiment 
scores from 2000-2025 (n=2168) are included in the scatter plot. 

R² = 0.0007

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

0 50 100 150 200 250 300

Article Index Number


