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Appendix A: Diagnostics of STM models with different number of topics (K).
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Appendix B: The fifty terms with the highest FREX score for the k=5 topic model.
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Appendix C: The fifty terms with the highest FREX score for the k=8 topic model.
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Appendix D: Term discrimination parameters (betas) and exclusivity scores for k=8 topics

Topic 1: Regional
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Topic 3: Landmines
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Topic 4: CBW
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Topic 6: Nuclear
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Topic 7: Space
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Topic 8: Arms trade
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Appendix E: Correlations With Existing Measures
In addition to our analyses of the correlations between our dimensions and Risse’s (2023) measure of state support for arms control, we compare our estimates to several other variables measuring states’ arms control preferences.
First, Barnum and Lo (2020) deploy Wordfish to government statements given at the 13 NPT review conferences between 2000 and 2018. They interpret their estimates as reflecting a latent “non-proliferation vs. disarmament” conflict dimension, which is arguably closely related to our interpretation of the WMD dimension. Consistent with this, we find that the latent conflict over WMD, but not the one over conventional weapons, is highly correlated with Barnum and Lo’s estimates.
Second, Bailey, Strezhnev, and Voeten (2017) argue that their ideal point estimates based on recorded UNGA votes reflect a conflict over the “US-led liberal order.” We expect that support for this order to be similar to support for the status quo, as measured by our WMD dimension. Indeed, position estimates on the rhetorical conflict over WMD are highly correlated with the ideal point estimates. This holds true for their ideal points incorporating all votes as well as those on nuclear issues. Again, this supports our interpretation that our WMD dimension reflects an underlying conflict between supporters of the status quo on the one hand and challengers of the status quo on the other. Similar to Barnum and Lo’s estimates, the UNGA ideal points are only weakly correlated to our latent conflict over conventional arms. 
Third, Efrat (2010) presents a measure of states’ support for controlling the trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons (SALW) that is based on a survey among government officials. As with Risse’s (2023) measure, the position estimates of the conventional weapons dimension should be positively correlated with this variable. However, Efrat (2010) measures only a narrowly defined issue instead of all topics covered by the first dimension. Moreover, his survey reflects positions at one specific point in time rather than over the entire observation period. In line with this, his measure is positively correlated with the latent conflict over conventional weapons, but to a lesser extent than the measure by Risse (2023). Nevertheless, his estimates are more closely related to our conventional weapons than to our WMD conflict dimension.

Correlations on the country level
	
	Conv.
	WMD
	N

	Support for arms control, conv. (Risse 2023)
	0.54***
	0.17*
	181

	Support for arms control, WMD (Risse 2023)
	0.21**
	-0.17*
	181

	Ideal points, all votes (Bailey et al. 2017) 
	-0.30***
	-0.64***
	181

	Ideal points, nuclear (Bailey et al. 2017)
	-0.41***
	-0.66***
	181

	Non-proliferation vs. disarmament (Barnum & Lo 2020)
	-0.32**
	-0.69***
	114

	Support for SALW trade control (Efrat 2010)
	0.28**
	-0.12
	117


Note: Significance levels: ***p < 0.001; **p < 0.01; *p < 0.05; †p < 0.1.
Correlations on the country-year level
	
	Conv.
	WMD
	N

	Support for arms control, conv. (Risse 2023)
	0.40***
	0.10***
	2,570

	Support for arms control, WMD (Risse 2023)
	0.26***
	-0.05**
	2,572

	Ideal points, all votes (Bailey et al. 2017) 
	-0.28***
	-0.58***
	3,081

	Ideal points, nuclear (Bailey et al. 2017)
	-0.35***
	-0.61***
	3,059

	Non-proliferation vs. disarmament (Barnum and Lo 2019)
	-0.22***
	-0.56***
	490

	Support for SALW trade control (Efrat 2010)
	0.20†
	-0.23*
	86


Note: Significance levels: ***p < 0.001; **p < 0.01; *p < 0.05; †p < 0.1.


Appendix F: Regression analyses

No controls
	 
	Conventional
	WMD
	Conventional
	WMD

	Intercept
	0.367 (0.236)
	0.054 (0.093)
	0.266 (0.230)
	0.061 (0.092)

	Arms Exports (log.)
	-0.102 (0.024)***
	-0.031 (0.013)*
	 
	 

	Arms Imports (log.)
	-0.052 (0.016)**
	0.010 (0.009)
	 
	 

	Nuc. Possession
	 
	 
	-2.753 (0.512)***
	-1.192 (0.377)**

	CW Possession
	 
	 
	-0.072 (0.236)
	0.554 (0.129)***

	Observations
	3106
	3106
	3106
	3106

	Country-Clusters
	181
	181
	181
	181

	Year-Clusters
	27
	27
	27
	27

	NOTE: Standard errors in parentheses. Significance levels: ***p < 0.001; **p < 0.01; *p < 0.05; †p < 0.1.








Cross-dimensional models and all independent variables
	 
	Conventional
	WMD
	Conventional
	WMD

	Intercept
	2.023 (0.668)**
	0.734 (0.371)*
	2.139 (0.667)**
	0.668 (0.381)†

	Nuc. Possession
	-1.469 (0.398)***
	 
	-1.353 (0.404)***
	-0.441 (0.252)†

	CW Possession
	-0.506 (0.249)*
	 
	-0.517 (0.248)*
	0.358 (0.140)*

	Arms Exports (log.)
	 
	-0.022 (0.014)
	-0.038 (0.026)
	-0.018 (0.014)

	Arms Imports (log.)
	 
	0.018 (0.010)†
	-0.038 (0.019)*
	0.017 (0.010)†

	Democracy
	1.199 (0.274)***
	-0.345 (0.151)*
	1.186 (0.273)***
	-0.347 (0.151)*

	GDPPC (logged)
	-0.295 (0.068)***
	-0.106 (0.041)**
	-0.255 (0.070)***
	-0.097 (0.041)*

	CINC (logged)
	-0.101 (0.048)*
	-0.093 (0.029)**
	-0.055 (0.051)
	-0.091 (0.031)**

	Armed Conflict
	-0.186 (0.099)†
	0.010 (0.052)
	-0.165 (0.100)†
	0.011 (0.052)

	Region#Americas
	-0.427 (0.268)
	-0.140 (0.166)
	-0.469 (0.267)†
	-0.138 (0.166)

	Region#Asia
	-0.827 (0.239)***
	-0.591 (0.147)***
	-0.819 (0.238)***
	-0.579 (0.148)***

	Region#Europe
	-1.715 (0.269)***
	-1.171 (0.166)***
	-1.706 (0.269)***
	-1.167 (0.166)***

	Region#Middle East
	-0.568 (0.339)†
	1.382 (0.205)***
	-0.567 (0.337)†
	1.283 (0.209)***

	Observations
	2656
	2656
	2656
	2656

	Country-Clusters
	166
	166
	166
	166

	Year-Clusters
	24
	24
	24
	24

	NOTE: Standard errors in parentheses. Significance levels: ***p < 0.001; **p < 0.01; *p < 0.05; †p < 0.1.
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