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1. Ethics Statement
This research adhered to ethical standards to ensure the protection and dignity of all participants, beyond the guidelines set by the Institutional Review Board. Informed consent was obtained from each participant, and they were assured that their participation was confidential and that they could withdraw at any time without consequence. To ensure anonymity, all identifying information, such as names or specific positions, has been excluded from the research findings. Any personal data collected was stored securely, and only the research team had access to the data. We have taken special care to approach sensitive topics, such as violence and harassment, with respect and consideration for the well-being of the participants. Interview questions were designed to minimize the risk of distress, and participants were informed that they could skip any question they were uncomfortable answering.








2. Interviews: Thematic Questions Used in Semi-Structured Interviews

1. How did you come to your current position?
2. Which support or networks were key to your decision to enter this role [as a politician/bureaucrat/activist]? 
3. Which support or networks were key to your success in this role?
4. What role did the diwaniyya play in your role?
5. What challenges or biases have you faced in your role? From whom?
6. How have you overcome challenges to your role?
7. Has your gender influenced your political career or success? If so, how?























3. Interviewee Demographics


	Number
	Date
	Position at the Time of the Interview
	Gender

	F1
	25-Jun-22
	Activist
	F

	F2
	16-Dec-25
	Former MP
	F

	F3
	15-Sep-16
14-Dec-24
	Bureaucrat
	F

	F4
	17-Dec-24
	Former candidate; activist
	F

	F5
	16-Sep-16
	Activist
	F

	F6
	29-Sep-16
24-Jun-22
15-Dec-24
	Former candidate; activist
	F

	F7
	17-Dec-24
	Activist
	F

	F8
	24-Jun-22
	Activist
	F

	F9
	25-Sep-16
27-Oct-22
	Former candidate; former bureaucrat
	F

	F10
	27-Sep-16
	Former MP
	F

	F11
	23-Jun-22
	Activist
	F

	F12
	26-Sep-16
16-Dec-24
	MP; Former MP
	F

	F13
	28-Sep-16
	Activist
	F

	F14
	30-Sep-16
	Activist
	F

	F15
	25-Jun-22
	Activist
	F

	F16
	27-Sep-16
	MP
	F

	F17
	17-Dec-24
	Former MP
	F

	M1
	2-Oct-16
	Activist
	M

	M2
	20-Jun-22
	Activist
	M

	M3
	29-Sep-16
	Former MP
	M

	M4
	15-Dec-24
	Islamist
	M

	M5
	21-Sep-16
	Aide to Speaker
	M

	M6
	17-Sep-16
	Activist
	M

	M7
	31-Mar-23
	Bureaucrat
	M

	M8
	21-Sep-16
	Aide to Speaker
	M

	M9
	21-Sep-16
	MP
	M

	M10
	24-Sep-16
	Former MP
	M

	M11
	25-Sep-16
	Islamist
	M

	M12
	20-Jun-22
	Activist
	M

	M13
	19-Sep-16
	Activist
	M

	M14
	25-Sep-16
	MP
	M

	M15
	24-Sep-16
	Activist
	M

	M16
	24-Sep-16
	Activist
	M

	M17
	21-Sep-16
	MP 
	M

	M18
	22-Jun-22
	Activist
	M



Note: Interviews were conducted by Noh. Interview numbers were randomly assigned, and some participants were interviewed multiple times. 
