Supplementary material

1. Coding scheme violent comments

Negative position [n_position]  
This concerns comments that outright question the position of the political candidate; that he/she should immediately resign or otherwise leave the political sphere (and hence quit their candidacy) (e.g. ‘Over-promoted’, ‘resign’, ‘not fit for office’).

· Yes 1 
· No 0

Stereotypes: [n_stereotype]
 Does the commenter assign a negative stereotype to the MP, hence associating him/her with a group using labels (which for ex. makes him/her less fit for office)?
· Yes 1 
· No 0

Silencing: [silencing] 
Does the commenter engage in silencing? These are comments that have the aim to silence the candidate, by outright asking her/him to refrain from speaking (about political issues in relation to their candidacy in this context, since it is their public FB page that they use for their political candidacy), e.g. ‘Stfu’ ‘Shut your mouth’ ‘stop talking’ ‘you shouldn’t be talking about this’. 

· Yes 1 
· No 0

Negative appearance [n_appearance] 
Does the commenter comment on the MPs appearance in a derogatory manner?
· Yes 1 
· No 0

Negative characteristics [n_charachter] 
Does the commenter criticize the MPs competence? This concerns comments that address the candidate’s (lack of) individual competence: hence comments that target the candidate’s capacities (in relation to their candidacy) rather than his/her appearance.  Such comments could for example target the candidate’s (lack of) merits or ability to act as a leader, that they lack logic reasoning, knowledge, skills etc. Comments that target the candidates (or party’s) political program/agenda or similar, should NOT be included here. Nor should comments be included that otherwise could be argued to intend to start a factual political discussion.

· Yes 1 
· No 0

Psychological violence [psy_violence] 
Comments are part of psychological violence if these are assessed as having the intent to cause harm to the mental state or emotional wellbeing of the candidate/receiver and thereby affect the outcome of the election. Hence it should be beyond reasonable doubt that the author of the comment understands that the comment will cause harm to the receiver.  In this way, the comment seeks to draw attention away from the person’s political accomplishment. The comment should also focus on the person receiving it rather than the party.  This includes threats about physical violence (e.g. death threats), threats about sexual violence (e.g. rape), and libel or rumours of a sexual or non-sexual nature. Libel concerns comments about the candidate that violates its personal integrity through accusations or rumours, for example that the candidate is a liar or a traitor (libel of a non-sexual nature). It is important that such accusations rather have the intent to hurt the candidate (individually) in relation to the elections than to start a (factual) political discussion. Again, it should be beyond reasonable doubt that the author of the comment understands that the comment will cause harm to the receiver. This also includes accusations of a religious nature, such that god will punish you for your (non-religious) deeds. Comments that rather target the party or another person should NOT be included here. Libel of a sexual nature could be comments that question the candidate’s sexual identity or sexual morality. This includes comments that “accuse” the candidate for being a homosexual or a prostitute or it could be about infidelity

· Yes 1 
· No 0









2. Additional analyses

Table A1: Descriptive statistics interviewees
	Sex 
	

	Women
	9

	Men
	10

	Results
	

	Elected 
	15

	Not elected
	4

	List placement
	

	No. 1
	11

	No. 2
	6

	No. 3
	2

	Party
	

	Ennahdha
	8

	Machrouu Tounes
	1

	PDL
	2

	Coalition Karama
	3

	Mouvement du Peuple
	2

	Courant Démocrate
	1

	Independent lists
	2

	Districts
	

	Beja 
	2

	Ben Arous 
	1

	Bizerte
	4

	Gafsa
	2

	Kaserine
	1

	L’amerique et les reste de l’europe
	1

	Medenine
	1

	Sidi Bouzid
	1

	Sfax 1
	1

	Sousse
	1

	Tataouine
	1

	Tunis 1
	2

	Zaghouan
	1






Table A2: Candidate sex and exposure to online election violence, multilevel model 
	Fixed effects model
	

	Man 
	-0.179 
(0.286)

	Incumbent
	1.711***
(0.226)

	Constant
	-5.508*** 
(0.259)

	Random effects modell
	

	Person ID
	0.899 
(0.276)

	Observations
	23,316


Notes: Mixed effects logistic regression coefficients. Person ID (i.e. individual candidate) as group variable. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1.


Table A3: Candidate sex and exposure to online election violence, list position included 
	
	

	Man 
	-0.350 
(0.244)

	Incumbent
	1.126***
(0.226)

	List position
	-0.417**
(0.177)

	FE for parties
	Yes

	Constant
	-3.579*** 
(0.407)

	
	

	Observations
	23,104

	Pseudo R-squared
	0.07


Notes: Logistic regression coefficients. Fixed effects (FE) for political parties. Robust standard errors clustered on individuals in parenthesis. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1.

