Supplementary Materials
A. The original materials in Chinese
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B. The translated stimuli materials in English
Experiment 1
1) the Bank cases

[low stake] Today is Friday, and it’s the payday of the restaurant where John
works. Because the salary at this restaurant is paid in cash, John intends to deposit this
money in the bank after work. However, when he arrives at the bank, he finds that the
bank is packed with people waiting in line.

Although John is used to depositing his salary in the bank as quickly as feasible,
this money does not require to be deposited these days. For him, it makes no
difference to deposit it early or later. In addition, he knows that the bank is closed on
Sundays.

Because there are so many people waiting in the bank, John decides to go home
and deposit money the following tomorrow (Saturday) morning. Many banks are
closed on Saturdays, but John remembers that he came to the bank on a Saturday
morning half a year ago and found it open. John believes the bank is open on

Saturday.



[high stake] Today is Friday, and it’s the payday of the restaurant where John
works. Because the salary at this restaurant is paid in cash, John intends to deposit this
money in the bank after work. However, when he arrives at the bank, he finds that the
bank is packed with people waiting in line.

John’s rent is automatically transferred to his landlord by his bank every month.
If he fails to deposit this money in the bank by Monday, his rent will not be paid on
time due to insufficient funds in his account. His landlord is very strict. If he does not
pay the rent on time, he will be evicted immediately. It’s very important for John to
deposit this money in the bank by Monday. In addition, he knows that the bank is
closed on Sundays.

Because there are so many people waiting in the bank, John decides to go home
and deposit money the following tomorrow (Saturday) morning. Many banks are
closed on Saturdays, but John remembers that he came to the bank on a Saturday
morning half a year ago and found it open. John believes the bank is open on

Saturday.

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows the bank is open on Saturday. It is necessary for John to check the
opening hour of the bank before going home.

B. John knows the bank is open on Saturday. It is not necessary for John to check the
opening hour of the bank before going home.

C. John does not know if the bank is open on Saturday. It is necessary for John to
check the opening hour of the bank before going home.

D. John does not know if the bank is open on Saturday. It is not necessary for John to

check the opening hour of the bank before going home.

When should John deposit the money in the bank?
O Before next Monday.

O Anytime will be fine.



O Before next Wednesday.
O Before next Friday.

2) the Airport cases

[low stake] John is an organ courier.

Today is Saturday, and he will take a vacation from today. If he can catch a direct
flight to Chicago today, he will be in time to watch a basketball game in Chicago. But
it must be a direct flight: if he needs to change planes midway, he will not be in time
to watch a basketball game, but he will be still in time to watch a hockey game in
Chicago. John doesn’t care whether he will watch a basketball game or a hockey
game.

When he checks the airline’s website, he sees that there is a direct flight to
Chicago today. Online booking information is sometimes inaccurate. But John
remembered that he had taken this airline’s flight to Chicago on Saturday two weeks

ago. The flight was a direct one. So, John believes this flight is direct.

[high stake] John is an organ courier.

Today is Saturday, and his job today is transporting a liver. If he can catch a
direct flight to Chicago today, he will be in time to deliver the organ to a patient in
Chicago. But it must be a direct flight: if he needs to change planes midway, the organ
he transported will be inactivated before arriving in Chicago. If that is the case, he
should take a bus to deliver the liver to a nearby hospital first.

When he checks the airline’s website, he sees that there is a direct flight to
Chicago today. Online booking information is sometimes inaccurate. But John
remembered that he had taken this airline’s flight to Chicago on Saturday two weeks

ago. The flight was a direct one. So, John believes this flight is direct.

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?



A. John knows that this flight is direct. It is necessary for John to reconfirm the flight
information before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

B. John knows that this flight is direct. It is not necessary for John to reconfirm the
flight information before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

C. John does not know if the flight is direct. It is necessary for John to reconfirm the
flight information before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

D. John does not know if the flight is direct. It is not necessary for John to reconfirm

the flight information before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

What is John’s job today?
O Organizing materials

O Transporting a liver

O Cleaning the test tubes
©)

He is on vacation today with no job to do

3) the Spelling cases
[low stake] John is a smart and diligent student. He has just finished the
coursework for the linguistics course. This coursework is due tomorrow.

His linguistics teacher just asked them to hand in a rough outline to know the
issues they are interested in and their current level of the course. So even if there are a
few typos in the coursework, it will not matter, nor will it affect their grade in this
course. John just hopes that there is no typo in his homework.

Although John doesn’t often make mistakes in spelling, he checked his
coursework twice with a dictionary after finishing his coursework. John believes there

are no typos in his coursework.

[high stake] John is a smart and diligent student. He has just finished the
coursework for the linguistics course. This coursework is due tomorrow.
His linguistics teacher is very strict. She has made it clear that once there is a typo

in this coursework, the grade of this course will be lower than A. Whether John gets



an A in this course concerns whether he can continue to have the scholarship. Without
this scholarship, he will be expelled because he cannot pay the tuition. John’s family
made a lot of sacrifices so that he could go to college. Dropping out of school was a
great blow to him and his family. So, John must be sure that there is no typo in his
coursework.

Although John doesn’t often make mistakes in spelling, he checked his
coursework twice with a dictionary after finishing his coursework. John believes there

are no typos in his coursework.

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows there is no typo in the coursework. It is necessary for John to go over
his coursework before handing it in.

B. John knows there is no typo in the coursework. It is not necessary for John to go
over his coursework before handing it in.

C. John does not know if there is no typo in the coursework. It is necessary for John to
go over his coursework before handing it in.

D. John does not know if there is no typo in the coursework. It is not necessary for

John to go over his coursework before handing it in.

What will happen if there are typos in John’s coursework?
O He will be expelled

O He will be criticized by his parents

O He will be asked to rewrite the coursework

©)

There won’t be any consequences

Experiment 2

1) the Bank cases

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows the bank is open on Saturday. It is necessary for John to check whether

the bank is open on Saturday before going home.



B. John knows the bank is open on Saturday. It is not necessary for John to check
whether the bank is open on Saturday before going home.

C. John does not know if the bank is open on Saturday. It is necessary for John to
check whether the bank is open on Saturday before going home.

D. John does not know if the bank is open on Saturday. It is not necessary for John to

check whether the bank is open on Saturday before going home.

2) the Airport cases

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows that this flight is direct. It is necessary for John to reconfirm whether
this flight is direct before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

B. John knows that this flight is direct. It is not necessary for John to reconfirm
whether this flight is direct before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

C. John does not know if the flight is direct. It is necessary for John to reconfirm
whether this flight is direct before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

D. John does not know if the flight is direct. It is not necessary for John to reconfirm

whether this flight is direct before buying a ticket and going to the airport.

3) the Spelling cases

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows there is no typo in the coursework. It is necessary for John to go over
his coursework for typos before handing it in.

B. John knows there is no typo in the coursework. It is not necessary for John to go
over his coursework for typos before handing it in.

C. John does not know if there is no typo in the coursework. It is necessary for John to
go over his coursework for typos before handing it in.

D. John does not know if there is no typo in the coursework. It is not necessary for

John to go over his coursework for typos before handing it in.

Experiment 3



1) the Bank cases

[low stake] Today is Friday, and it’s the payday of the restaurant where John
works. Because the salary at this restaurant is paid in cash, John intends to deposit this
money in the bank after work. However, when he arrives at the bank, he finds that the
bank is packed with people waiting in line.

Although John is used to depositing his salary in the bank as quickly as feasible,
this money does not require to be deposited these days. For him, it makes no
difference to deposit it early or later. In addition, the bank is closed on Sundays, and
John is pretty clear about that.

Because there are so many people waiting in the bank, John wonders if he should
come back to the bank tomorrow (Saturday) morning to deposit money. Many banks
are closed on Saturdays, but John remembers that he came to the bank on a Saturday
morning half a year ago and found it open. John believes the bank is open on

Saturday.

[high stake] Today is Friday, and it’s the payday of the restaurant where John
works. Because the salary at this restaurant is paid in cash, John intends to deposit this
money in the bank after work. However, when he arrives at the bank, he finds that the
bank is packed with people waiting in line.

John’s rent is automatically transferred to his landlord by his bank every month.
If he fails to deposit this money in the bank by Monday, his rent will not be paid on
time due to insufficient funds in his account. His landlord is very strict. If he does not
pay the rent on time, he will be evicted immediately. It’s very important for John to
deposit this money in the bank by Monday. In addition, the bank is closed on
Sundays, and John is pretty clear about that.

Because there are so many people waiting in the bank, John wonders if he should
come back to the bank tomorrow (Saturday) morning to deposit money. Many banks
are closed on Saturdays, but John remembers that he came to the bank on a Saturday
morning half a year ago and found it open. John believes the bank is open on

Saturday.



Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows the bank is open on Saturday without checking the opening hour of the
bank.

B. John does not know if the bank is open on Saturday without checking the opening
hour of the bank.

2) the Airport cases

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows that this flight is direct without reconfirming the flight information.
B. John does not know if the flight is direct without reconfirming the flight

information.

3) the Spelling cases

Which of the following descriptions best fits John’s current situation?

A. John knows there is no typo in the coursework without going over his coursework
again.

B. John does not know if there is no typo in the coursework without going over his

coursework again.



