Appendix

Table A1. Descriptions of the variables
	Variable
	Description

	Year
	Year the interaction occurred

	Month
	Month the interaction occurred

	Day
	Day the interaction occurred

	US Response
	Whether the U.S. reacted and responded to the given interaction, coded 1 for any reaction/response and 0 for otherwise

	Trilateral
	Whether the interaction occurred trilaterally among South Korea, Japan, and the U.S., coded 1 for trilateral and 0 for otherwise

	Issue
	Issue(s) discussed in the given interaction - either one or multiple issues listed per interaction

	Description
	Description of the interaction, with a link if available




Table A2. List of issues discussed between South Korea and Japan in their bilateral interactions and across South Korea, Japan, and the U.S. in their trilateral interactions, January 2012-August 2023
	General issue category
	Total
Freq.
	Specific issue
	Total freq.
	Freq. in
ROK-Japan bilateral interactions
	Freq. in
ROK-Japan-US trilateral interactions

	North Korea
	211
	DPRK Nuclear Issues
	105
	50
	55

	 
	
	DPRK Missile Issues
	74
	25
	49

	 
	
	DPRK and Korean Peninsula Situation
	21
	16
	5

	 
	
	Intelligence Sharing
	5
	2
	3

	 
	
	DPRK Human Rights Issues
	4
	3
	1

	 
	
	JP-DPRK Bilateral Relationship
	2
	2
	0

	ROK-Japan historical issues of dispute
	196
	Comfort Women
	84
	84
	0

	
	
	Japan's Forced Labor during WWII
	43
	43
	0

	
	
	Yasukuni Shrine
	33
	33
	0

	
	
	Japan's 1910-1945 Forced Occupation of the Korean Peninsula
	26
	26
	0

	
	
	UNESCO's World Cultural Heritage List
	10
	10
	0

	ROK-Japan maritime issues of dispute
	98
	Dokdo/Takeshima
	86
	86
	0

	
	
	East Sea/Sea of Japan
	8
	8
	0

	
	
	Fisheries agreement between South Korea and Japan over differences on the fishing quota in their EEZs
	3
	3
	0

	
	
	ADIZ in the East China Sea
	1
	1
	0

	ROK-Japan bilateral relationship
	77
	ROK-Japan Bilateral Relationship
	77
	77
	0

	ROK-Japan-US trilateral cooperation
 
	60
	Trilateral Cooperation on Defense
	25
	0
	25

	
	
	Regional Security
	9
	6
	3

	
	
	Trilateral Joint Military Exercise
	8
	0
	8

	
	
	Trilateral Joint Naval Exercise
	7
	0
	7

	
	
	Economic Security
	3
	0
	3

	
	
	Indo-Pacific
	3
	0
	3

	
	
	Semiconductor Materials
	2
	1
	1

	
	
	Cybersecurity
	3
	0
	3

	ROK-Japan economic relations
	34
	JP-ROK Bilateral Meeting on Economy
	10
	10
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Bilateral Meeting on Trade
	7
	7
	0

	
	
	Import Products Regulations
	7
	7
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Bilateral Cooperation on Currency Swap
	3
	3
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Bilateral Meeting on Environment
	2
	2
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Bilateral Meeting on Tourism
	2
	2
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Bilateral Cooperation on Disaster Control
	1
	1
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Bilateral Cooperation on Trade
	1
	1
	0

	
	
	Yen-Won Currency
	1
	1
	0

	ROK-Japan security relations
	30
	JP-ROK Bilateral Meeting on Defense
	13
	13
	0

	
	
	Maritime Security
	5
	5
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Military Confrontation
	4
	4
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Naval Confrontation
	4
	4
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Joint Military Exercise
	2
	2
	0

	
	
	JP-ROK Joint Naval Exercise
	2
	2
	0

	Global issues
	30
	COVID-19
	12
	10
	2

	
	
	Global Health Issues
	4
	0
	4

	
	
	Multilateral Joint Naval Exercise
	4
	3
	1

	
	
	Russia and Ukraine
	4
	0
	4

	
	
	Middle East
	2
	2
	0

	
	
	Iran Nuclear Program
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	Myanmar
	1
	0
	1

	
	
	G-7 Summit
	1
	1
	0

	
	
	Multilateral Cooperation on Trade
	1
	1
	0

	Fukushima incidence
	27
	Fukushima Contaminated Water Release
	22
	21
	1

	 
	
	Fukushima Nuclear Disaster
	5
	5
	0

	White List
	21
	White List
	21
	21
	0

	China
	19
	China
	10
	5
	5

	 
	
	East China Sea
	2
	0
	2

	 
	
	South China Sea
	3
	1
	2

	 
	
	Taiwan Strait
	4
	0
	4

	GSOMIA
	11
	GSOMIA
	11
	10
	1

	History
	3
	Hiroshima and Nagasaki Bombings
	3
	3
	0

	Total
	817
	
	817
	623
	194


Note. Freq. indicates a frequency showing how many times a given, listed issue was brought up and mentioned between South Korea and Japan in case of South Korea-Japan bilateral interactions and across South Korea, Japan, and the U.S. in case of South Korea-Japan-US trilateral interactions. 


Table A3. List of issues discussed between ROK and Japan in their bilateral interactions to which the U.S. responded, January 2012-August 2023
	General issue category
	Freq.
	Specific issue
	Freq.

	North Korea
	11
	DPRK Nuclear Issues 
	5

	 
	 
	DPRK Missile Issues
	1

	 
	 
	DPRK and Korean Peninsula Situation
	4

	 
	 
	Intelligence Sharing
	1

	ROK-Japan bilateral relationship
	8
	JP-ROK Bilateral Relationship 
	8

	ROK-Japan historical issues of dispute
	7
	Comfort Women 
	5

	 
	 
	Japan's Forced Labor during WWII 
	1

	 
	 
	Yasukuni Shrine
	1

	GSOMIA
	2
	GSOMIA
	2

	White List
	1
	White List
	1

	ROK-Japan maritime issues of dispute
	1
	Dokdo/Takeshima 
	1

	China
	1
	China
	1

	Total
	31
	 
	31




Table A4. North Korea-related trilateral meetings between the U.S., South Korea, and Japan from January 2018 to December 2022
	· North Korea fires three short-range ballistic missiles into the East Sea, a day after South Korea conducted a test flight of a homegrown solid-propellant space rocket. Kim Gunn denounces North Korea’s firings, along with his US and Japanese counterparts Sung Kim and Takehiro Funakoshi. (Dec. 31, 2022)
· Kim Gunn condemns North Korea’s missile provocations along with his American counterpart Sung Kim and Japanese counterpart Funakoshi Takehiro. (Nov. 9, 2022)
· South Korean First Vice Foreign Minister Cho Hyun-dong, US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman, and Japanese Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs Mori Takeo strongly condemn North Korea’s latest missile launches. (Nov. 7, 2022)
· At the Trilateral Chief of Defense Meeting, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman General Kim Seung-kyum, US General Mark Milley, and Japanese General Yamazaki Koji emphasize the importance of trilateral security cooperation against North Korea. (Oct. 21, 2022)
· US Secretary of State Antony Blinken states that North Korea may be trying to draw US attention and argues that North Korean provocations may be a reaction to the growing cooperation between the US, South Korea, and Japan. (Oct. 18, 2022)
· Chief South Korean, US, and Japanese nuclear envoys express “deep concerns” over North Korea’s recent provocations and “strongly” denounce its actions. (Oct. 14, 2022)
· Kim Gunn, special representative for Korean Peninsula peace and security affairs, agrees to redouble joint efforts to block North Korea’s nuclear and missile program financing through cryptocurrency theft with American and Japanese counterparts Sung Kim and Funakoshi Takehiro. (Oct. 7, 2022)
· North Korea fires two short-range ballistic missiles into the East Sea, making this the sixth missile test in under two weeks. In response, Yoon states that he “will thoroughly take care of the people’s lives and safety through a strong South Korea-US alliance and security cooperation between South Korea, the US, and Japan.” (Oct. 6, 2022)
· South Korea, Japan, and the United States conduct a joint naval exercise in the East Sea focusing on countering nuclear and missile threats from North Korea. (Oct. 6, 2022)
· US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan discusses appropriate responses the international community should take with his South Korean counterpart Kim Sung-han and Japanese counterpart Akiba Takeo. (Oct. 5, 2022)
· USS Ronald Reagan returns to the waters east of South Korea to conduct a trilateral exercise with South Korea and Japan in a show of force following North Korea’s recent ballistic missile launches. (Oct. 5, 2022)
· South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin and United States Secretary of State Antony Blinken agree to strengthen cooperation in responding to North Korea’s missile tests, including a new UN resolution against North Korea and trilateral action with Japan. (Oct. 4, 2022)
· North Korea fires two short-range ballistic missiles into the East Sea, just a day a day after South Korea, the United States, and Japan staged an anti-submarine warfare exercise. This marks North Korea’s fourth missile launch within a week. (Oct. 1, 2022)
· United States Indo-Pacific Command releases a statement reaffirming its “ironclad” commitment to the defense of South Korea and Japan following North Korea’s recent firing of two ballistic missiles into the East Sea. (Sept. 30, 2022)
· South Korea, Japan, and the United States conduct a trilateral anti-submarine exercise, following North Korea’s short-range ballistic missile launches this week. (Sept. 30, 2022)
· Yoon arrives in New York to attend the 77th session of the UN General Assembly and plans to hold a series of summits on the sidelines with US President Joe Biden and Japanese Prime Minister Kishida Fumio. (Sept. 20, 2022)
· Seoul announces that the national security advisors of South Korea, Japan, and the United States will meet in Hawaii to discuss North Korea’s nuclear program and other issues of potential cooperation. The meeting takes place Sept. 1 at the US Indo-Pacific Command in Honolulu. (Aug. 31, 2022)
· At a G20 meeting, chief nuclear envoys of South Korea, Japan, and the US reaffirm their commitment to stronger trilateral cooperation against North Korea security threats. (July 10, 2022)
· South Korean Foreign Minister Park Jin, Secretary of State Blinken, and Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs Hayashi Yoshimasa hold tripartite meeting to bolster cooperation on North Korea and pursue “future-oriented cooperation” to promote regional prosperity. (July 8, 2022)
· In response to trilateral talks held on the sidelines of the NATO summit last month, North Korea criticizes South Korea, Japan, and the United States for pushing to boost trilateral military cooperation targeting the North. (July 3, 2022)
· President Yoon, President Biden, and Japanese Prime Minister Kishida Fumio hold a trilateral meeting on the sidelines of the NATO summit, largely to discuss security cooperation against the evolving threat posed by the DPRK. (June 29, 2022)
· South Korea seeks to “normalize” security cooperation with Japan and strengthen trilateral collaboration involving the United States to address North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats, according to the Seoul’s defense minister. (June 12, 2022)
· In response to North Korea’s recent ballistic missile launches, South Korean Defense Minister Lee Jong-sup and US and Japanese counterparts Lloyd Austin and Kishi Nobuo agree to hold tripartite military exercises on a consistent and more public basis. (June 12, 2022)
· Defense chiefs of South Korea, the United States, and Japan agrees to step up cooperation to counter North Korea’s missile threats through combined regular security exercises, including missile warning drills. (June 11, 2022)
· Japanese Prime Minister Kishida Fumio underscores need to resolve his country’s longstanding diplomatic standoffs with South Korea as his foreign minister arrived in Seoul for the inauguration of Yoon Suk Yeol. He emphasizes the importance of cooperation between Seoul and Tokyo as well as trilateral partnerships involving Washington, as North Korea continues to escalate regional tensions with missile launches and reported preparations for a nuclear test (May 9, 2022)
· US seeks to ensure peace and security in the Indo-Pacific region partly by reinvigorating its trilateral cooperation with South Korea and Japan, says US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman. (April 6, 2022)
· President-elect Yoon calls for closer trilateral cooperation with the US and Japan to deter North Korea from pursuing its nuclear weapons program in a meeting with Japan’s ambassador. (March 28, 2022)
· Deputy Secretary of State Wendy Sherman, Vice Foreign Minister Mori Takeo, and Korean First Vice Foreign Minister Choi Jong-kun speak by telephone (March 24, 2022)
· Biden administration’s new Indo-Pacific strategy looks to cement trilateral cooperation with Asian allies, South Korea and Japan, as a core lever to counter China’s assertiveness and North Korea’s nuclear ambitions under its newly unveiled. (Feb. 15, 2022)
· South Korean Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong, Secretary of State Blinken, and Japanese FM Hayashi urge North Korea to halt its destabilizing actions and return to dialogue. (Feb. 12, 2022)
· Top nuclear negotiators of South Korea, Japan and the United State discuss ways to engage with North Korea (Feb. 10, 2022)
· Senior defense officials of South Korea, Japan, and the United States hold three-way talks to discuss ways to mitigate threats posed by North Korea (Feb. 4, 2022)
· U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Sherman, Vice Foreign Minister Mori, and Korean First Vice Foreign Minister Choi speak by telephone after North Korea test fires an intermediate range ballistic missile (Feb. 1, 2022)
· Top nuclear envoys of South Korea, the United States, and Japan hold discussions about North Korea’s latest missile test and agree to maintain close trilateral cooperation in the region (Jan. 17, 2022)
· South Korea, the US, and Japan agree during vice foreign ministerial talks to keep working together for regional peace, in particular denuclearization of Korea, and response to such global issues as climate change, supply chain resilience and COVID-19. (Nov. 18, 2021)
· Top nuclear envoys of South Korea, the U.S., and Japan meet in Washington to discuss efforts to bring North Korea back to dialogue through humanitarian aid and other incentives (Oct. 19, 2021)
· Top diplomats of South Korea, Japan, and the U.S. meet in New York to discuss North Korea and other issues (Sept. 22, 2021)
· Ambassador Sung Kim says the U.S. “is prepared to work with North Korea to address its humanitarian concerns regardless of progress on denuclearization” after holding three-way talks with South Korea and Japanese counterparts in Tokyo to discuss humanitarian aid and other incentives to resume dialogue with North Korea (Sept. 14, 2021)
· Deputy Secretary of State Sherman stresses the importance of cooperation between the US, South Korea, and Japan in addressing regional issues such as the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. (July 21, 2021)
· US Special Representative for North Korea Sung Kim arrives in Seoul for talks with his South Korean and Japan counterparts to resume nuclear diplomacy with Pyongyang. (June 19, 2021)
· Head of South Korea’s National Intelligence Service Park Jie-won meets the intelligence chiefs of Japan and the U.S. in Tokyo and exchanges views on North Korea and other relevant issues (May 12, 2021)
· South Korea, Japan, and the U.S. agree on the need to quickly resume dialogue with North Korea to peacefully resolve the nuclear issue (Apr. 3, 2021)
· President Moon says South Korea will improve strained ties with Japan to bolster trilateral security cooperation involving the US during talks with Secretary of State Blinken and Secretary of Defense Austin. (March 18, 2021)
· Blinken embarks on a trip to Asia to discuss major challenges in the region, including North Korea and China, with Japan and South Korea. (March 14, 2021)
· Moon says South Korea is ready to talk with Japan anytime, stating that it would also be helpful to the trilateral partnership with the United States. (March 1, 2021)
· Ned Price, press spokesperson at the State Department, highlights the importance of South Korea and Japan working together, saying “any US effort to denuclearize North Korea will not be as effective without the support and close cooperation of South Korea and Japan.” (Feb. 20, 2021)
· Acting Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Sung Kim, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director General for Asian and Oceanic Affairs Funakoshi Takehiro, and Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs Special Representative for Korean Peninsula Peace and Security Affairs Noh Kyu-duk hold U.S.-Japan-Korea meeting on North Korea (Feb. 18, 2021)
· Senior defense officials from South Korea, the U.S., and Japan hold phone talks to discuss North Korea’s missile launches and reaffirm the importance of trilateral security cooperation (Jan 13, 2021)
· US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-hwa hold trilateral meeting with Japanese Foreign Minister Motegi Toshimitsu; Pompeo urged South Korean cooperation in the Middle East, and Kang urged quicker reconciliation efforts with DPRK (Jan. 14, 2020)
· Esper arrives in Seoul, with an eye to alliance management with Korea and Japan in general, and host-nation support talks in particular (Nov. 14, 2019)
· U.S. Special Representative for North Korea Stephen Biegun meets with Japanese Director General for Asian and Oceanic Affairs Shigeki Takizaki and Korean Special Representative for Korean Peninsula Peace and Security Lee Do-hoon in Washing to discuss North Korea (Oct. 8, 2019)
· Secretary of State Pompeo, Foreign Minister Kono, and South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyung-wha meet on the sidelines of the ASEAN-related meetings in Thailand. (Aug. 2, 2019)
· The 11th round of US, Japan, South Korea Defense Trilateral Talks (DTT) is held in Seoul to discuss regional security issues (May 9, 2019)
· US Special Representative for North Korea Stephen Biegun visits Tokyo and Seoul to meet South Korean and Japanese officials (May 7-10, 2019)
· Foreign Minister Kono, Secretary of State Pompeo, and South Korean Foreign Minister Kang hold a trilateral meeting in Tokyo. (July 8, 2018)
· Secretary of State Pompeo, Minister of Foreign Affairs Kono, and South Korean Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Kyung-wha hold a trilateral meeting in Seoul. (June 14, 2018)
· U.S. Special Representative for North Korea Policy and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Korea and Japan Joseph Yun travels to Tokyo and Seoul to coordinate on the DPRK and other alliance and bilateral issues (Feb. 1-6, 2018)
· Secretary Tillerson, Foreign Minister Kono, and Korea’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Kang Kyung-wha hold a trilateral meeting on the sidelines of the Foreign Minister’s Meeting on Security and Stability on the Korean Peninsula in Vancouver. (Jan. 16, 2018)
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