Appendix 1
Table A1. South Korea’s Defense White Papers and comments on main issues
	
	China
	South China Sea / East China Sea
	Taiwan

	2022 STRATEGY FOR A FREE, PEACEFUL, AND PROSPEROUS INDO-PAIFIC REGION
	“…strategic competition between the U.S. and China”
“a key partner for achieving prosperity and peace in the Indo-Pacific region…”
“…pursue shared interests based on mutual respect and reciprocity”
	“… the South China Sea is a key sea route…”
“…the traditional security issues related to the Korean Peninsula and the South China Sea, …” 
“… peace, stability, and freedom of navigation and overflight in the South China Sea, which constitutes strategically important sea lines of communication, must be respected.”
	“We also reaffirm the important of peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait for the peace and stability of the Korean Peninsula and for the security and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific.”

	2022 
DEFENSE WHITE PAPER
	“…strategic competition between the U.S. and China”
“… two key partners in the efforts to achieve and maintain prosperity and peace in Inddo-Pacific… a healthy and mature partnership of mutual respect and benefit, …”
	“China is using its rapidly growing economic and military power to strengthen its influence in the Taiwan Strait, in addition to the East and South China Seas.”
“…the region has numerous shipping lanes of strategic importance, such as … 
the South China Sea.”
“The two leaders reaffirmed their commitment to maintaining peace and stability in the sea, lawful unimpeded commerce, and respect for international law including freedom of navigation and overflight and other lawful use of the seas, including the South China Sea and beyond.”
	“China is using its rapidly growing economic and military power to strengthen its influence in the Taiwan Strait, in addition to the East and South China Seas.”
“… the Minister and the Secretary acknowledged the importance of preserving peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, as reflected in the May 2021 Joint Statement between President Biden and President Moon.”
“The Secretary and the Minister also acknowledged the importance of preserving peace and stability in the Taiwan Strait, as reflected in the May 2022 Joint Statement between President Biden and President Yoon.”

	2020 
DEFESNE WHITE PAPER
	“…strategic competition between the U.S. and China”
“… to enhance the strategic cooperative partnership.”
	“… tensions in the region are escalating further due to …  military activities of the US and China in the South China Sea.”
“Recently, China has been actively engaged in military activities to expand its influence in the region and respond to the US’s freedom of navigation operations in the South China Sea and enhanced cooperation with Taiwan.”
	“Recently, China has been actively engaged in military activities to expand its influence in the region and respond to the US’s freedom of navigation operations in the South China Sea and enhanced cooperation with Taiwan.”

	2018 
DEFENSE WHITE PAPER
	“…the United States classified China and Russia as revisionist powers…”

	No mention of “South China Sea”
“… to reinforce their strategic cooperative partnership.”
“Recently, there have been many cases where Chinese military aircraft entered the Korea Air Defense Identification Zone (KADIZ) without prior notice and flew close to ROK territorial waters. Such incidents raise regional tension and may lead to collisions with ROK military or civil aircraft.”
	“Taiwan” mentioned twice, but none of them were related to security or China or U.S.-China relations: one was about the earthquake in Taiwan, and the other was country defense budgets in appendix.

	2016 
DEFENSE WHITE PAPER
	“In East Asia where the ‘Asia-Pacific Rebalance Strategy’ by the U.S. and China’s ‘New Type of Major Power Relations’ are in conflict…”
“… the mature strategic cooperative partnership between the ROK and China”
-Special Appendix 1: Interdiction of Illegal Fishing by Chinese Boats in the Hangang River Estuary
-Special Appendix 3: Adjustment to the Korea Air Defense Identification Zone (KADIZ) and Follow-up Measures

	“… maritime jurisdiction disputes including the South China Sea dispute are ongoing.”
“…China is continuing its efforts to strengthen its maritime jurisdictional status by taking actions such as constructing artificial islands in the South China Sea…”
“…the ruling in July 2016 by the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) at The Hague that Beijing has no legal basis to claim historical rights in the South China Sea, …”
“Regarding the South China Sea issue, the ROK has officially expressed its position that “freedom of navigation and commercial aviation in the South China Sea should be guaranteed, and that disputes should be settled peacefully in accordance with the relevant agreements and the internationally established norms of conduct.”
	“Taiwan” mentioned once in appendix that showed country defense budgets in general, little related to security or China. 

	2014 
DEFENSE WHITE PAPER
	“The rise of China”
“… the dual relationship of strategic cooperation and competition between the United States and China”
“…the mature strategic cooperative partnership between the ROK and China”
-Special Appendix 1: Adjustment of the Korea Air Defense Identification Zone
	“In East Asia, territorial disputes over the South China Sea and the East China Sea have surfaced as factors of security instability.”
“Without prior consultation with the ROK government, on November 23, 2013, the Chinese government declared the “East China Sea ADIZ,” which overlapped with the KADIZ and included part of the airspace over the waters off Ieodo. It prompted the ROK government to review the issue of adjusting the KADIZ at the government level.”
	“…the break-out of the U.S.-China conflict over the Taiwan Strait in 1996.”





