Supplemental Materials
Footnote 5: Methodology of Classifying Environmental Interests for the Financial Measurement 
Bosso (2005)’s seminal work on environmental interest groups provides a useful framework to differentiate environmental interests (groups likely to influence policy outcomes) and other environmental organizations. The list below presents 33 main policy issues identified by Bosso (2005) where environmental interest groups advocate for policy change in the United States. 
 
List of issues that environmental interest groups cover (Bosso 2005)  
1. Biodiversity 
2. Wildlife 
3. Global warming/climate change 
4. Oceans and marine life 
5. Forests 
6. Clean Air 
7. Energy  
8. Land Conservancy 
9. Chemicals and toxic waste 
10. Wetlands 
11. Clean water 
12.  Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (Conservation) 
13. Sustainable resources 
14. Trade 
15. Rivers 
16. Wilderness 
17. Agriculture  
18. Endangered Species 
19. Nuclear waste, Weapons, etc. 
20. National Parks 
21. Cultural diversity/native populations 
22. Population 
23. Recycling 
24. Sprawl 
25. Urban issues 
26. Transportation 
27. Corporate Actions 
28. Elections 
29. Genetically modified organism 
30. “Green Living” 
31. Human rights 
32. Training 
33. Funding environmental groups 
 
The list above is used to filter NTEEC codes from the dataset to exclude organizations that do not fit the broader definition of environmental pressures/interests. The Table below presents the NTEEC classification for all organizations within the IRS activity code for - ‘C’ - Environment, and ‘D’ - Animal Related. We show which groups were included/excluded, and provide reasons for the same. This list can be used by scholars to modify the selection of organizations to tailor the financial strength measurement to better fit different policy analysis and research questions.  
 
	 NTEE Classification 
	Descriptions from the IRS (https://nccs.urban.org/publication/irs-activity-codes) 
	Inclusion / Exclusion  
	Reason for Decision  

	C Environmental Quality Protection, Beautification 
	 
	  
	C01 through C36. Explicitly advocating for environmental quality, beauty and protection falls within many of the issues by Bosso (2005). Only C19 deals with nonmonetary support and is excluded.  

	C01 Alliance/Advocacy Organizations 
	Organizations whose activities focus on influencing public policy within the Environment major group area. Includes a variety of activities from public education and influencing public opinion to lobbying national and state legislatures. 
 
	Yes 
	See C 

	C02 Management & Technical Assistance 
	Consultation, training, and other forms of management assistance services to nonprofit groups within the Environment major group area. 
	 Yes 
	See C 

	C03 Professional Societies & Associations 
	Learned societies, professional councils, and other organizations that bring together individuals or organizations with a common professional or vocational interest within the Environment major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See C 

	C05 Research Institutes and/or Public Policy Analysis 
	Organizations whose primary purpose is to conduct research and/or public policy analysis within the Environment major group area. 
	Yes 
	See C 

	C11 Single Organization Support 
	Organizations existing as a support and fund-raising entity for a single institution within the Environment major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See C 

	C12 Fundraising and/or Fund Distribution 
	Organizations that raise and distribute funds for multiple organizations within the Environment major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See C 

	C19 Nonmonetary Support N.E.C. 
	Organizations that provide all forms of support except for financial assistance or fund raising for other organizations within the Environment major group area. 
	No 
	See C 

	C20 Pollution Abatement and Control Services 
	Organizations which seek to ensure that communities have a clean and healthful environment that is free from air and water pollution, pesticides and other hazardous substances, damaging radiation and excessive levels of noise. 
	Yes 
	Includes many Bosso (2005) issues 

	C27 Recycling 
	 
Organizations that collect and process paper, aluminum, glass, and other materials that can be recycled and reused. 
 
	Yes 
	Bosso (2005) issue 23 

	C30 Natural Resource Conservation and Protection 
	Organizations that protect our natural resources from abuse, neglect, waste or exploitation and preserve their availability for future generations. 
 
	Yes 
	Bosso (2005) issue 13 

	C32 Water Resource, Wetlands Conservation & Management 
	Organizations that preserve and protect water resources from indiscriminate waste and ensure that the supply of quality water is adequate to meet the needs of the public, agriculture and industry. Also included are organizations that preserve and manage coastal lands including shorelines, coastal waters and lands extending inland from the shore which affect coastal waters; bays, lakes, rivers, wetlands, estuaries, watersheds and other aquatic habitats. 
 
	Yes 
	Bosso (2005) issue 10 

	C34 Land Resources Conservation 
	Organizations that preserve and protect endangered land resources from indiscriminate development, destruction or decay and which manage the utilization of renewable and nonrenewable resources to ensure ongoing availability. Included are conservation of the nation’s forests, rangeland, vegetation, deserts, wild and scenic rivers and other wilderness areas and open land spaces; and reestablishment of areas that have been devastated by destructive activities such as strip mining or other destructive activities. 
 
	Yes 
	Bosso (2005) issue 8 

	C35 Energy Resources Conservation & Development 
	Organizations that conserve existing energy resources, ensure efficient use of available energy and develop new energy resources while protecting the quality of the environment. 
	Yes 
	Bosso (2005) issue 7 

	C36 Forest Conservation 
	Organizations involved with forest lands and the protection of the nations forests from insects, disease, fire, erosion, air pollution and other destructive forces. 
	Yes 
	Bosso (2005) issue 5 

	C40 Botanical, Horticultural, and Landscape Services 
	Organizations that are involved in the cultivation of plant life for a variety of purposes. 
	Yes  
	Bosso (2005) issue 1 

	C41 Botanical Gardens, Arboreta and Botanical Organizations 
	Organizations that plant, maintain and display for public study and enjoyment collections of flowers, trees, shrubs and ground cover, some of which are rare and exotic. 
	Yes 
	Botanical gardens general aim to promote the awareness, study and conservation of species diversity. This fits under Biodiversity that Bosso (2005) identifies 
 

	C42 Garden Club, Horticultural Programs 
	Organizations that provide organized opportunities for individuals to pursue their interest in ornamental plants, flowers, trees, shrubs, house plants, herbs, garden fruits and vegetables or other species of plants. 
 
	No  
	This seems more focused on the pursuit of individual interest in educating themselves on plants or providing household benefits.  

	C50 Environmental Beautification 
	Organizations that enhance the aesthetic characteristics of the built environment by acquiring and preserving open spaces for public enjoyment; planting trees, flowers and shrubs in public places; conducting recycling and roadside cleanup campaigns; and engaging in other environmental beautification activities. 
 
	 Yes 
	Most of these groups are focused on the public good and relate to Bosso (2005)'s issues of sprawl, urban issues, recycling, and other environmental issues.  

	C60 Environmental Education and Outdoor Survival Programs 
	Organizations such as nature centers that provide informal classes which acquaint participants with particular aspects of their environment and increase their understanding of and appreciation for ecological balance. 
 
	Yes 
	Educating the public about biodiversity and other issues seems very environmentally related.  

	C99 Environmental Quality Protection and Beautification N.E.C. 
	Use this code for organizations that clearly provide environmental quality services where the major purpose is unclear enough that a more specific code cannot be accurately assigned. 
 
	 No 
	Deals with non-money related issues 

	D Animal related 
	Private nonprofit organizations whose primary purpose is to provide for the care, protection and control of wildlife and domestic animals that are a part of the living environment; to help people develop an understanding of their pets; and to train animals for purposes of showing. 
	  
	This one is complicated because it lumps domestic and wildlife together. Domestic animals seem outside the classification established by Bosso (2005). However, we classify this as relevant unless a specific classification falls outside of Bosso (2005)’s identifications.  
 

	D01 Alliance/Advocacy Organizations 
	Organizations whose activities focus on influencing public policy within the Animal-Related major group area. Includes a variety of activities from public education and influencing public opinion to lobbying national and state legislatures. 
 
	Yes 
	See D01 

	D02 Management & Technical Assistance 
	Consultation, training, and other forms of management assistance services to nonprofit groups within the Animal-Related major group area. 
 
	 Yes 
	See D01 

	D03 Professional Societies & Associations 
	Learned societies, professional councils, and other organizations that bring together individuals or organizations with a common professional or vocational interest within the Animal-Related major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See D01 

	D05 Research Institutes and/or Public Policy Analysis 
	Organizations whose primary purpose is to conduct research and/or public policy analysis within the Animal-Related major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See D01 

	D11 Single Organization Support 
	Organizations existing as a support and fund-raising entity for a single institution within the Animal-Related major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See D01 

	D12 Fundraising and/or Fund Distribution 
	Organizations that raise and distribute funds for multiple organizations within the Animal-Related major group area. 
 
	Yes 
	See D01 

	D19 Nonmonetary Support N.E.C. 
	Organizations that provide all forms of support except for financial assistance or fund raising for other organizations within the Animal-Related major group area. 
 
	No 
	Deals with non-money related issues 

	D20 Animal Protection and Welfare (includes Humane Societies and SPCAs) 
	Organizations such as animal shelters that provide for the humane care, protection and control of animals and which investigate instances of cruelty to animals. 
 
	 No 
	Deals with the Domestication of animals. Doesn't fall within classification of Bosso (2005).   

	  
 
D30 Wildlife Preservation & Protection 
 
	Organizations that are responsible for the conservation, protection, care and management of fish and wildlife resources and their habitats. Use this code for organizations that provide wildlife preservation services not specified below or which deal with multiple populations of wildlife. 
 
	 Yes 
	Deals with the issue of wildlife, which Bosso (2005) classifies as an issue.  

	D31 Protection of Endangered Species 
	Organizations that identify and promote laws for the protection of species of birds, animals, fish or other wildlife that are at risk of extinction; and/or which sponsor programs for breeding endangered species in captivity and releasing them to selected habitats in the wild in which they are given a better chance for survival. 
 
	Yes 
	Deals with the issue of Endangered Species, which Bosso (2005) classifies as an issue environmental groups focus on.  

	D32 Bird Sanctuary/Preserve 
	Organizations that provide for the conservation, protection and management of different species of wild birds by establishing a system of preserves that are set aside for their habitation and protected from human depredation and interference. 
 
	Yes 
	Deals with the issue of biodiversity, which Bosso (2005) classifies as an issue environmental groups focus on. 

	D33 Fisheries 
	Organizations that provide for the conservation, protection and management of different species of fish by establishing coastal, lake, reservoir or other inland fisheries where different species of fish are hatched in protected environments and used to stock public waters that have been depleted. 
 
	Yes 
	Deals with the issue of biodiversity, which Bosso (2005) classifies as an issue environmental groups focus on. 

	D34 Wildlife Sanctuary/Refuge 
	Organizations that provide for the conservation, protection and management of different species of wild animals by establishing a system of preserves that are set aside for their habitation and protected from human depredation and interference. 
 
	Yes 
	Deals with the issue of wildlife, which Bosso (2005) classifies as an issue environmental groups focus on. 

	D40 Veterinary Services 
	Organizations that provide preventive, diagnostic and treatment services for animals that have illnesses, injuries or emotional problems; and which put to sleep animals that are aged or in severe pain because of untreatable health problems. 
 
	No 
	Unlike shelters, it seems like most vet services are for domesticated animals.  

	D50 Zoo, Zoological Society 
	Organizations that house collections of living animals, birds, reptiles, living aquatic plants and animals including fish, shellfish, and shore birds, insects and other wildlife for the purpose of study and public viewing. 
 
	Yes 
	Like national parks, zoos are for the benefit of the public. It also deals with the issues Bosso (2005) lays out with the issue of "Wildlife".  

	D60 Other Services, Specialty Animals 
	Organizations that offer services which help individuals develop an understanding of the animal species in which they have an interest and/or to work more effectively with their pets. 
 
	No 
	Seems much more on individual interest and dealing with domesticated animals.  

	D61 Animal Training/Behavior 
	Organizations that provide classes for people who want to develop a basic understanding and control of their pets [These are typically section 501(c)(7) exempt organizations]. 
 
	No 
	Seems much more on individual interest and dealing with domesticated animals. 

	D99 Animal Related Activities N.E.C. 
	Use this code for organizations that clearly provide animal-related services where the major purpose is unclear enough that a more specific code cannot be accurately assigned. 
 
	No 
	Deals with non-money related issues 


 
 




Footnote 7: Here we present the real per capita income and asset data for the year 2015. We find that Maine ranks the highest on environmental groups for income and assets. It’s interesting that states like California and New York are two of the largest states by total financial resources, but when the measures are standardized (per capita), it puts Maine, Vermont and Oregon in the top three ranks. To allow for more meaningful comparison of states across time, we take the mean square root of environmental interest group assets per capita and income per capita between 1995 and 2015. 
State Environmental Group Revenue, Asset Data and Sierra Club Member 2015 
	 State 
	Income per capita  
	Assets per capita  
	% Sierra Club of Population 

	Alaska 
	301.1895 
	509.2824 
	0.2167 

	Alabama 
	14.8119 
	41.4133 
	0.0721 

	Arkansas 
	6.7242 
	7.6668 
	0.0925 

	Arizona 
	45.0651 
	57.4017 
	0.2012 

	California 
	76.7831 
	142.5951 
	0.4062 

	Colorado 
	83.4012 
	154.9383 
	0.3479 

	Connecticut 
	41.4891 
	206.7002 
	0.2705 

	Delaware 
	27.5908 
	118.1898 
	0.2045 

	Florida 
	31.0273 
	62.7173 
	0.1646 

	Georgia 
	27.0768 
	107.2582 
	0.1046 

	Hawaii 
	70.1548 
	137.9961 
	0.3253 

	Iowa 
	21.8119 
	53.7933 
	0.1893 

	Idaho 
	30.6382 
	78.9451 
	0.1704 

	Illinois 
	51.2763 
	119.2259 
	0.2106 

	Indiana 
	21.5796 
	55.4879 
	0.1358 

	Kansas 
	16.8814 
	32.6291 
	0.1631 

	Kentucky 
	24.0154 
	65.9909 
	0.1218 

	Louisiana 
	24.0282 
	38.4341 
	0.0648 

	Maine 
	675.3757 
	1829.2318 
	1.6014 

	Maryland 
	60.3114 
	108.9430 
	0.2498 

	Massachusetts 
	28.4900 
	90.9260 
	0.0661 

	Michigan 
	31.4232 
	73.6763 
	0.1989 

	Minnesota 
	53.1110 
	77.6423 
	0.2840 

	Missouri 
	34.7850 
	73.2604 
	0.1593 

	Mississippi 
	11.8066 
	55.9240 
	0.0492 

	Montana 
	185.0058 
	249.1703 
	0.2376 

	New Carolina 
	31.2902 
	70.7862 
	0.1703 

	North Dakota 
	41.1726 
	49.2545 
	0.0845 

	Nebraska 
	88.7792 
	247.1137 
	0.1278 

	New Hampshire 
	87.8751 
	213.3967 
	0.3183 

	New Jersey 
	15.2633 
	45.0734 
	0.2137 

	New Mexico 
	22.5854 
	40.6333 
	0.3818 

	Nevada 
	17.7682 
	25.5851 
	0.1791 

	New York 
	99.6775 
	302.5450 
	0.2290 

	Ohio 
	61.3553 
	98.5363 
	0.1677 

	Oklahoma 
	14.9546 
	31.3884 
	0.0908 

	Oregon 
	124.0074 
	142.5426 
	0.4661 

	Pennsylvania 
	36.1564 
	97.8188 
	0.2153 

	Rhode Island 
	52.4673 
	148.7945 
	0.2255 

	South Carolina 
	83.6574 
	112.2941 
	0.1195 

	South Dakota 
	30.5489 
	35.5848 
	0.1262 

	Tennessee 
	110.9702 
	93.9024 
	0.1175 

	Texas 
	28.5009 
	42.1919 
	0.0898 

	Utah 
	48.4556 
	101.4056 
	0.1535 

	Virginia 
	94.4161 
	204.4078 
	0.2035 

	Vermont 
	232.3870 
	276.2743 
	0.5478 

	Washington 
	54.6155 
	86.5597 
	0.3743 

	Wisconsin 
	37.4588 
	71.1263 
	0.2682 

	West Virginia 
	16.8980 
	29.2850 
	0.1268 

	Wyoming 
	130.6629 
	286.6167 
	0.1773 




