Online Appendix for
How can we accept ‘our’ decisions? — an experimental study on lottocracy, epistocracy, and electoral democracy

A. Information on our survey
A-1．Survey question wording
[Gender and age groups]
Data were provided by a survey company. Ages were consolidated into generations by the authors.
[Education]
Which of the following is the best description of the last school you attended (or the school you are currently attending)?
· Middle school (1)
· High school (2)
· Junior college, technical college, vocational school (3)
· Four-year university (4)
· Graduate school (5)
· Prefer not to say (missing value)
[Household income]
What was the total income of your household, including you, last year (January through December 2019)? Please give an approximate answer.
· Responses range from less than 3,000k yen to over 20,000k yen, in increments of 500k yen. People who choose ‘prefer not to say’ are treated as missing values.

A-2．Representativeness of our data
In terms of the representativeness of our survey, the table below compares our data with the government’s data on four key demographic factors.

Table A. Comparison of representative data with our data
[image: ]
Note: *1 The data for gender and age categories are based on the Japan 2020 Census data and have been partially processed to match the raw data. *2 Household income data was partially modified by the author from the Overview of the 2022 Comprehensive Survey of Living Conditions conducted by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare. *3 Educational attainment data are based on the 2020 Census of Japan. The census data show a higher number of middle school graduates and fewer university graduates because the census includes all elderly people. It has been partially processed to align with the raw data.

B. Political knowledge
B-1．Survey question wording
Please choose one answer for each of the following three quizzes about Japan’s political system and social issues. If you are unsure about the content or the answer to a question, please feel free to select ‘I do not know’.

Q1: What is the term of office for a member of the upper house of parliament?
* 3 years (1)
* 4 years (2)
* 5 years (3)
* 6 years (4) → correct answer
* I do not know (5)

Q2: Approximately what was the national voter turnout (district election) for the July 2019 upper house election?
* 43.8% (1)
* 48.8% (2) → correct answer
* 53.8% (3)
* 58.8% (4)
* I do not know (5)

Q3: What organization currently has an official policy agreement with the CDJ (Rikken-minshuto)?
* The Japanese Trade Union Confederation (Rengo) (1) → correct answer
* Keidanren (Japan Business Federation) (2)
* Agricultural Cooperatives (JA Group) (3)
* Shinto Political Alliance (4)
* I do not know (5)

B-2．Distribution of responses 
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Figure B. Distribution of responses to political knowledge questions
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Generation(Age Groups) (*1)

Gender(*1)

Population Our data

male  49.72% 48.14%

female  50.28% 51.86%

Household Income(*2)

Population Our data

Less than 3,000k  34.30% 20.22%
3,000k-4,000k  12.70% 16.08%
4,000k-5,000k  10.30% 13.77%
5,000k-6,000k 8.40% 11.72%
6,000k-7,000k 7.30% 8.86%
7,000k-8,000k 6.20% 8.22%
8,000k-9,000k 4.90% 5.50%
9,000k-10,000k 3.60% 5.22%
10,000k-15,000k 9.00% 8.13%
15,000k-20,000k 2.20% 1.50%
More than 20,000k 1.40% 0.77%

Population Our data
18-29  15.17% 14.61%
30-39  14.10% 14.65%
40-49  18.41% 19.08%
50-69  18.63% 16.77%
60-69 16.05% 18.40%
70-79  17.64% 16.49%
Education(*3)
Population Our data
Middle school 14.0% 1.3%
High school 45.0% 27.8%
Junior college
_ 23.0% 23.5%
and technical college
Four-year university 17.0% 47 5%

and Graduate school
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