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SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL

DEER SPECIES AND THEIR HUNTING IN MEDIEVAL EUROPE
Some deer (family Cervidae) currently living in Europe are recent introductions but four species—Elk (Alces alces), Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus), Red Deer (Cervus elaphus) and Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus)—have occupied the continent throughout the Holocene (Yalden, 1999). A fifth species, the Fallow Deer (Dama dama), has had a historical and, more marginally, prehistoric presence in Europe. Unquestionably this is a consequence of human introduction (Masseti & Vernesi, 2015).
All European deer species have contributed substantially to human history and, in turn, their population dynamics have been significantly modified through human agency; Reindeer, however, is the only species to have been domesticated. Elk and Reindeer distributions are restricted to northern Europe. Although the Elk used to live at lower latitudes up to early medieval times (Schmölcke & Zachos, 2005), neither of these northern species is relevant to our subject and will therefore not be considered.
The Red Deer (Figure 2) is the largest of the three species under discussion and is characterized by substantial sexual dimorphism: females are smaller and, like all other deer species except Reindeer, lack antlers. Red Deer are highly adaptable and, although they mainly live in woodland, they are known to have adapted to open habitats too (Nowak, 1999, Vol. 2: 1110). This species was an important human prey during the Mesolithic and has continued to be hunted to this day. During the Middle Ages in Europe, Red Deer hunting was a highly prestigious activity, imbued with symbolic meanings. Red Deer meat (venison) was highly prized and regularly served on the aristocratic table. The relative frequency of Red Deer hunting in relation to other cervid species varied according to geographic region, time, and the social status of the hunters.
The Fallow Deer (Figure 3) is phylogenetically close to the Red Deer and equally sexually dimorphic. Though a smaller animal, the pronounced sexual dimorphism of both species means that large male Fallow can overlap in size with small female Red. The Fallow Deer habitat is not dissimilar to that of the Red Deer, namely this is a woodland dweller capable of living in more open environments (Nowak, 1999, Vol. 2: 1098). The Fallow Deer is a western Asian species that lives alongside the similar Mesopotamian Fallow Deer (Dama mesopotamica), although during the Pleistocene and—in restricted areas—in the early Holocene it was present in Europe too (Masseti, 1996). In historic times, it was reintroduced into Europe by the Romans (Sykes et al., 2006, 2011). In this period, Fallow Deer were probably mainly kept in tamed conditions as a curiosity, though a few viable and independent populations were arguably also present in the countryside (Sykes et al., 2011). The beginning of the second millennium AD saw a more substantial spread, probably facilitated by Norman expansionism. In the later Middle Ages, Fallow Deer became naturalized in many European areas, giving rise to the many populations that still survive on European soil, although more recent introductions also took place (Lever, 2009: 105). Fallow Deer became a typical animal kept in deer parks, where it was hunted—sometimes intensively—largely for the benefit of the aristocracy, if not directly by them (Sykes, 2010).
The Roe Deer (Figure 4) is, phylogenetically, a more primitive species with much smaller antlers and body size (Putman, 1988: 23). The sexual size dimorphism is less pronounced, which means that the remains of this species are rarely confused with those of the larger species. For zooarchaeologists, the main problem is distinguishing Roe Deer remains from those of the ubiquitous and similarly sized sheep (Ovis aries) and goat (Capra hircus)—easy on some elements but potentially difficult on others. Roe Deer can be found in many different environments, more so than the other two species (Putman, 1988: 23). Its presence in the European Pleistocene is rather elusive but it was commonly hunted by Mesolithic people in the early Holocene (Albarella, 2019: 26; Bridault et al., 2020). It was also regularly hunted during the Middle Ages but was less prized than Red or Fallow Deer (Albarella, 2019: 206).
Two main techniques were used to hunt deer in the Middle Ages, and these are amply described in the literature (e.g. Cummins, 1988; Almond, 2011). The older but less prestigious method is ‘bow and stable’ hunting in which deer were driven towards a pre-defined area by horsemen where they would become vulnerable to a small number of archers. The deer was unlikely to die on the spot, so a dog known as a ‘brachet’ was used to track and locate the wounded animal. This method was used to hunt both Fallow and Red Deer and was practised until the fourteenth century at least. It was not especially ritualized and its main aim was meat procurement.
The nobler hunting strategy was known as ‘par force’ (by strength), which consisted of chasing the deer to the point of exhaustion. Historical descriptions largely focus on the fully grown Red Deer stag (the hart), regarded as the most prestigious animal to hunt. A greater number of people, horses, and hounds was involved than in the ‘bow and stable’ method. This hunt combined practical and ritual elements and was formally divided into several stages. The first was ‘the quest’, when the pre-eminent stag in the area was identified. Then, on the morning of the hunt, the hunting party would gather for breakfast and agree on their strategy, a phase known as ‘the assembly’. This would be followed by the ‘relays’, when packs of hounds would be placed in strategic positions along the potential path followed by the stag. During the ‘fynding’, a scenthound would have the task of finding the chosen hart and lead the Master of Game (often the lord) and the rest of the party towards it. Finally came the proper ‘chase’, when horsemen and hounds would pursue their prey up to the point it could no longer escape. Eventually, the hart would be ‘at bay’ and have no other choice but to defend itself. The hounds were not allowed to attack the hart, which would instead be killed by the leader with a sword or spear. Two other stages of the hunt would follow and, since those are key to the topic discussed here, they are illustrated in greater detail in the next section.
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