
Appendix: Instructions and questionnaires
Experiment 1 (Stockholm)
Instructions
Welcome to this experiment in Economics. The results from this experiment will be used in a research project. It is therefore important that you follow certain rules. It is important that you do not talk or communicate in any other way with any of the other subjects in the experiment during the experiment. Mobile phones must be turned off. If you have any questions during the experiment, please raise your hand and we will come to you and answer your question.
The purpose of the experiment is to study decision making. The experiment will take place in two different rooms, so during the experiment you will be asked to go to the other room. Before you leave this room you will be asked to memorize a number, which you will report when you come to the second room.
You will be called one at a time to memorize a number before leaving this room. Then you will be sent to the next room to report the memorized number and answer some questions. When you have answered the questions, the experiment is finished.
On your way to the second room, you will pass a screen. Behind the screen you will see different alternatives for compensation for participating in this experiment. There is one slip of paper for each alternative. Take the slip that corresponds to your preferred alternative, and then go to room 2. Hand the slip to the assistant in room 2 at the same time as you report the memorized number. In addition to being paid according to the alternative on your slip, you will be paid 50 SEK for showing up. If you report the memorized number correctly, you will receive an additional 50 SEK.
Questionnaire
During the experiment you made a choice regarding your compensation for participating in the experiment. Describe as completely as possible the thought you had when deciding which alternative to choose.
Indicate the basis of your choice on a 7-point scale by circling one of the numbers.
My thoughts/my feelings
My willpower/my desire
My prudent self/my impulsive self
The rational side of me/the emotional side of me
My head/my heart
In the following, you are to think of the hypothetical situation where you give all the 120 SEK to the Red Cross. Please indicate for each word below how well it describes your emotions related to this hypothetical situation. Please circle the number on the 7-point scale that gives the best description. 1 indicates “No such feeling” while 7 indicates “A strong such feeling.”
Irritation
Anger
Contempt
Envy
Guilt
Jealousy
Sadness
Joy
Pride
Happiness
Shame
Fear
Surprise
In the following, you are to think of the hypothetical situation where you give all the 120 SEK to yourself. Please indicate for each word below how well it describes your emotions related to this hypothetical situation. Please circle the number on the 7-point scale that gives the best description. 1 indicates “No such feeling” while 7 indicates “A strong such feeling.”
Irritation
Anger
Contempt
Envy
Guilt
Jealousy
Sadness
Joy
Pride
Happiness
Shame
Fear
Surprise
Now think of the hypothetical situation where you give all the 120 SEK to the Red Cross. For each of the five word pairs, please circle the number that best describes how the words reflect your thoughts about the situation.
A useful choice/a useless choice
A rational choice/an irrational choice
An uncertain choice/a safe choice
A disadvantageous choice/an advantageous choice
An inadequate choice/a perfect choice
Now think of the hypothetical situation where you give all the 120 SEK to yourself. For each of the five word pairs, please circle the number that best describes how the words reflect your thoughts about the situation.
A useful choice/a useless choice
A rational choice/an irrational choice
An uncertain choice/a safe choice
A disadvantageous choice/an advantageous choice
An inadequate choice/a perfect choice
For each of the four words below, please circle the number that best describes you as a person. Do you describe yourself as:
Thoughtful/impulsive
Patient/impatient
Stingy/generous,
Risk loving/risk averse
Indicate whether you are female or male.
Experiment 2 (Oslo)
Instructions for everyone
Welcome to this experiment in Economics. The results from this experiment will be used in a research project. It is therefore important that you follow certain rules. It is important that you do not talk or communicate in any other way with any of the other subjects in the experiment during the experiment. Mobile phones must be turned off, and only material you have received from us may be kept available during the experiment. This means that all bags, jackets, and pens must be put away during the experiment. If you have any questions during the experiment, please raise your hand and we will come to you and answer your question.
The purpose of the experiment is to study decision making. We want to emphasize that all of the information we will give you is correct, and that it would be impossible to publish results in an economics journal if the information we give you were not correct.
The experiment will be conducted in two different rooms. Half of you sitting here now will soon go to a different room and continue the experiment there. The other half will continue in this room.
This experiment consists of two parts. In each of the parts you will all be asked to memorize some numbers and letters. The memory task is identical in room 1 and 2. Later in the experiment, all of you will be asked to report what you have memorized.
All participants in the experiment will receive 50 NOK for showing up. In addition, you will receive 50 NOK for each of the two memory tasks reported correctly. This applies to all of you. In addition to this, you can earn more, but how much more depends on the choices that half of you will make.
Please raise your hand if you have any questions. One of us will come to you and answer them.
Instructions for dictators
The experiment will consist of two parts. In both parts you will face choices that will decide both your payments and the payment for the subjects in the other room. Only one of these parts of the experiment will be paid out, and the part that will be paid out will be decided by a random draw at the end of the experiment. Since you do not know which part of the experiment will decide the payments, it is wise to regard both decisions as if they were the only decision.
Part 1
Now a combination of numbers and letters will be shown on the whiteboard. You will get 15 seconds to memorize it. You may not write it down in any way. You will receive NOK 50 if you report the correct combination of numbers and letters.
Choice 1: You have been assigned a partner from the other room. Who your partner is has been decided by a random draw. The partner in the other room will not know who you are, and you will not know anything about your partner. In the big envelope there are two smaller envelopes, one marked “To my partner” and the other “To me.” In the envelope marked “To me,” there are 10 slips of paper each worth NOK 30, thus NOK 300 in total. Your partner will be paid in real money the amount corresponding to the number of slips of paper in the envelope “To my partner,” while you will be paid the amount corresponding to the number of slips of paper in the envelope “To me.” If you want to, you can move a number of slips of paper of your choice to the envelope marked “To my partner.”
If this part is chosen to be paid out, your partner at the end of the experiment will receive the envelope marked “To my partner.”
Time of payment
The payment from the experiment will be transferred to your bank account today. You can however choose to delay the transfer to your bank account by one month. In this case, the amount you will receive will be increased by one-third (33.3%). If you for example earn NOK 150 from the experiment, we will increase the amount to NOK 200 if you choose to delay the transfer by one month. On your desk are some small stickers. Please use these to indicate your choice on the choice sheet and then put the choice sheet in the large envelope.
Part 2
Now a combination of numbers and letters will once again be shown on the whiteboard. You will get 15 seconds to memorize it. You are not allowed to write it down in any way. Also in this part of the experiment you will receive NOK 50 if you report the correct combination of numbers and letters.
Choice 2: You have now been assigned a second partner from the other room. Your partner is decided by a random draw. The partner in the other room will not know who you are and you will not know anything about your partner. In the large envelope there are two smaller envelopes, one marked “To my partner” and the other “To me.” In the envelope marked “To my partner,” there are 10 slips of paper each worth NOK 30, thus worth NOK 300 in total. If you want to, you can move a number of slips of paper of your choice to the envelope marked “To me.” As in part 1 of the experiment, the contents of the envelopes will decide actual payments.
If this part is chosen to be paid out, your partner will receive the envelope marked “To my partner” at the end of the experiment.
Instructions for receivers
The experiment consists of two parts.
Part 1
Now a combination of numbers and letters will be shown on the whiteboard. You will get 15 seconds to memorize it. You may not write it down in any way.
In this experiment, you will first answer a question that will not influence your payment from the experiment. Imagine the situation where a person receives NOK 300 that he can share between himself and a partner, and he must choose between the alternatives given on the paper on your desk. Imagine that he does not know who his partner is and that the partner does not know who he is. How much do you think is morally right to give to the other person? On your desk are some stickers. Please indicate with a sticker which alternative corresponds to your answer.
Time of payment
The payment from the experiment will be transferred to your bank account today. You can however choose to delay the transfer to your bank account by one month. In this case, the amount you will receive will be increased by one-third (33.3%). If you for example earn NOK 150 from the experiment, we will increase the amount to NOK 200 if you choose to delay the transfer by one month. On your desk are some small stickers. Please use these to indicate your choice on the choice sheet and then put the choice sheet in the large envelope.
Part 2
Now a combination of numbers and letters will once again be shown on the whiteboard. You will get 15 seconds to memorize it. You may not write it down in any way. Also in this part of the experiment you will receive NOK 50 if you report the correct combination of numbers and letters.
In this experiment there are two types of subjects. In the other group, each subject received NOK 300 and had the possibility of giving some of it to a random partner in this group. You are the partner of one of the subjects in the other room. There is anonymity in the experiment, so none of the subjects will know who their random partner is. Imagine you faced the same choice, i.e., that you received NOK 300 and you had the possibility of giving some of it to a random partner in the other group. How much would you give to the other subject? Please indicate your choice with a sticker.
Questionnaire
During the experiment, you faced two decisions regarding payment. When answering this questionnaire, please have the last of these two decisions in mind.
Below are many words and phrases describing different emotions and conditions. Read each of them and indicate with a number in front of each word how you felt. Use the following scale to answer to what degree you felt these emotions when you made the last decision. Please write only one number per word. 1) Very slightly or not at all, 2) A little, 3) Moderately, 4) Quite a bit, 5) Extremely.
Relaxed
Irritable
Disgusted with myself
Relaxed
Alert
Upset
Active
Guilty
Nervous
Proud
Shameful
At ease
Angry at myself
Enthusiastic
Blameworthy
Determined
Confident
Dissatisfied with self
Indicate below by circling one of the numbers on a 5-point scale how well your decision coincides with the following statements. 1) Does not coincide… 5) Coincides very well
My final decision was driven by my thoughts
My final decision was driven by my feelings
My final decision was considerate
My final decision was impulsive
My final decision was rational
My final decision was emotional
I was stressed when I made my final decision
I regret my final decision
I am content with my final decision
Age
Gender: Female/Male
(Extra question for dictators): In the experiment, you received NOK 300 that you divided between yourself and a partner. You did not know who the other person was, and the other person did not know who you were. How much do you feel is morally right to give to the other person? Mark the alternative that corresponds to your answer. It would be morally right to give
NOK 0
NOK 30
NOK 60
NOK 90
NOK 120
NOK 150
NOK 180
NOK 210
NOK 240
NOK 270
NOK 300
None of the alternatives are morally more right than the others.
Experiment 3 (Gothenburg)
Instructions
Welcome to this experiment at the School of Business, Economics and Law. The results of the experiment will be used as a research project. It is therefore important that you follow the instructions given. It is important that you do not talk or communicate in any other way with any of the other subjects during the experiment.
Mobile phones must be turned off, and only the material you have received from us may be available during the experiment. This means that all bags, jackets, and (especially important) pens must be put away during the experiment!
If you have any questions during the experiment, please raise your hand and we will come to you and answer your question.
All information given during the experiment is correct, and all choices you and others make will be paid out.
All choices you make are completely anonymous. No one will find out which decision you made, not even the experimenters. We will only find out how the group behaved on average.
The experiment consists of two parts. In the first part you will see a combination of letters and numbers for a few seconds. You will be asked to memorize the combination. Later on you will be asked what the combination was. If you remember it correctly, you will be rewarded with an extra SEK 50.
In the second part of the experiment you will make a decision concerning a sum of money. The instructions concerning this choice are in the envelope on your desk. You may not open it before we tell you to do so.
All participants in the experiment will also get SEK 50 in compensation for showing up to the experiment. This money will be paid out at the end of the experiment.
In total the experiment will last approximately 20 minutes.
Do you have any questions?
Note: Do not turn the page or open the envelope before we tell you to do so!
Part 1
Soon a combination of letters and numbers, in total 7 characters, will be shown for 15 seconds on the whiteboard.
Your task is to memorize the combination. Later on in the experiment you will be asked what the combination was. If you report the correct combination, you will be rewarded with SEK 50.
Note that you may not write down the characters in any way (and you are not allowed to have a pen)!
After the combination has been shown for 15 seconds, we will ask you to open the envelope. We will read the instructions out loud.
Part 2 Dictators
You will now make a decision regarding the distribution of a sum of money between yourself and a “partner.”
This partner is part of another group of students who will come here later today. You will not know who this person is, and this person will not know who you are. We, the experimenters, will not find out how you, or any other person, have behaved. We will only find out how the group behaved on average.
The students in the other group, including your partner, will receive a task that is equally time-consuming as the task you will complete now. They will also receive SEK 50 for participating and an additional SEK 50 if they remember the correct combination of letters and numbers. However, they will not face a decision regarding distributing real money.
In your envelope there are two smaller envelopes, one marked “To my partner” and the other “To me.” In the envelope marked “To me”(/“To my partner”), there are eight SEK 20 banknotes, thus SEK 160 in total.
You can now move money between the two envelopes as you wish. The money in the envelope “To me” is yours to keep and you can take it home after the experiment. The money in the envelope “To my partner” will be paid to your partner later today.
Note once again that all decisions are completely anonymous.
You are not allowed to open the envelope marked “To me” for two hours after the experiment. Please do not discuss the experiment with others participating in the experiment.
Please raise your hand when you are finished. Meanwhile, leave the envelope on your desk.
Part 2 Receivers
Now you will make a decision concerning a hypothetical distribution of money between yourself and a hypothetical “partner.” The experiment is hypothetical, meaning that no real money will be distributed based on your choice, but we ask you to behave as if the experiment concerned real money.
Imagine that your partner is part of another group of students who will come here later today. You will not know who this person is, and this person will not know who you are. We, the experimenters, will not find out how you, or any other person, behaved. We will only find out how the group behaved on average.
Imagine that the students in the other group, including your partner, will receive a task that is equally time consuming as the task you will complete now. They will also receive SEK 50 for participating and an additional SEK 50 if they remember the correct combination of letters and numbers. However, they will not face a decision regarding distributing money.
In your envelope there are two smaller envelopes, one marked “To my partner” and the other “To me.” In the envelope marked “To me”(/“To my partner”), there are eight copies of SEK 20 banknotes, thus SEK 160 in total.
You can now move copied money between the two envelopes as you wish. Imagine that the money in the envelope “To me” is yours to keep and that you can take it home after the experiment. Imagine also that the money in the envelope “To my partner” will be paid to your partner later today.
Note once again that all decisions are completely anonymous.
Please do not discuss the experiment with others participating in the experiment.
Please raise your hand when you are finished. Meanwhile, leave the envelope on your desk.
Questionnaire
During the experiment, you faced two decisions regarding payment. When answering this questionnaire, please have the last of these two decisions in mind.
Below is a list of words and phrases describing different emotions and conditions. Read each of them and indicate with a number in front of each word how you felt when you divided money between yourself and the receiver. The different numbers 1-5 mean: 1) Very slightly or not at all, 2) A little, 3) Moderately, 4) Quite a bit, 5) Extremely. Please indicate with only one number from 1 to 5 how you felt when dividing the money. I felt:
Relaxed
Irritable
Disgusted with myself
Relaxed
Alert
Upset
Active
Guilty
Nervous
Proud
Shameful
At ease
Angry at myself
Enthusiastic
Blameworthy
Determined
Confident
Dissatisfied with self
Indicate below by circling one of the numbers on a 5-point scale how well your decision coincides with the following statements. 1) Does not coincide… 5) Coincides very well
My final decision was driven by my thoughts
My final decision was driven by my feelings
My final decision was considerate
My final decision was impulsive
My final decision was rational
I experienced strong emotions when I made my choice of distribution
I was stressed when I made my choice of distribution
My choice of distribution was morally right
What would you consider to be the morally right thing to do? The amounts below indicate the amount that could be allocated to your partner (the remaining amount of the total of 160kr would hence be allocated to you). Please circle the amount allocated to your partner that you believe to be the morally best decision.
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160
Age
Gender: Female/Male
What is your main field of study at the university? Please mark the alternative below that best describes your studies.
Economics
Psychology
Political science
Natural science
Technology
Law
Medicine
Business economics
Cultural geography
Statistics
Humanities
Philosophy
Sociology
Language
Not a student
Other field:
Please put the instructions, the questionnaire and the envelope marked “To my partner” in the large envelope. Keep the envelope marked “To me.” We will soon come and pay you for participating.
Thanks for participating in the experiment!

