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Research Ethics Statement

This study was deemed exempt from review by Michigan State University’s Institutional Review Board. The research was minimal risk and no deception was used in the data collection process. Subjects could conclude their participation at any time. Identifying information is kept confidential.


The Combined Effect of Race and Religion

Figure A1: Average Support for Refugee Admission, Among White and Non-White Christians and Non-Christians
[image: ]
Notes: Plot includes survey-weighted group means for each experimental condition and 95% Confidence Intervals. The dotted horizontal line represents the grand mean in average support for admission (2.48 on the four-point scale).

We examine differences for Whites and non-Whites and Christians and non-Christians in the main text, but we also looked at the intersections of these categories as well. As Figure A1 shows, White Christians appeared uniquely responsive to the treatment conditions, with higher support for the Ukraine condition and lower support for the climate condition compared to Non-White Christians, White non-Christians, and non-White Christians. While the difference in statistical power could be attributed to a smaller sample size in these other subgroups, the pattern of results also appears different. Being both Christian and White seems to drive support for the treatment asking about Christian Ukrainian refugees, while these individuals seem particularly opposed (relative to other groups) to admitting more climate refugees. 

Unpacking the Influence of Christianity

Figure A2:  Average Support for Refugee Admission, Among Born Again and Not Born Again Christians
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Notes: Plot includes survey-weighted group means for each experimental condition and 95% Confidence Intervals. The dotted horizontal line represents the grand mean in average support for admission (2.48 on the four-point scale).

Our data also allowed us to examine differences between Christians who identify as ‘born-again’ in comparison to those who do not. Our findings reveal that the responses of 'born-again' individuals closely mirror those observed in the broader Christian group, with notably higher support for Ukrainian refugees compared to the climate refugee treatment. This pattern reaffirms the trends observed in our primary analysis and provides additional depth to our understanding of how religious identity influences attitudes towards different groups of refugees. 

Religious primes and our results: Findings from the 2022 American Values Survey

Our experimental design explicitly invoked religion along with national origin in the case of Ukrainian and Afghan refugees. In response, questions remain about whether the religious prime was the source of the difference between Ukrainian and Afghan refugees. Research suggests that Muslims are perceived as outsiders in the US context even when they are white (d’Urso and Bonilla 2023). But to confirm that this religious prime is not driving this difference, we examined data from the 2022 Public Religion Research Institute American Values Survey. This data has the benefit of being collected a few months after our sample, when the Ukraine war was less novel in people’s minds. Additionally, the 2022 PRRI AVS asked a similar question about refugees in 2 forms: half the sample were asked about support for admitting more refugees from Ukraine and half about refugees from Afghanistan (PRRI 2022). Essentially, these two framings mirror our two conflict focused experimental conditions except that they do not explicitly invoke religion. 

Even without drawing attention to religion, the 2022 AVS found differences between the two framings. While 45% of respondents favor (slightly or strongly) admitting more refugees from Afghanistan, 59% favor admitting more Ukrainian refugees.  This difference lends credibility to our results and lends support for the idea that even if we did not explicitly note religious affiliation in these treatments, people’s understanding of the differences between Ukrainian and Afghan refugees would be similar. 

American Values Survey 2022: Do you favor or oppose each of the following? Accepting more refugees from Afghanistan into the U.S. (N=1,270), Accepting more refugees from Ukraine into the U.S. (N=1,253)
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