[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Introduction
The interview commenced with the interviewer expressing their gratitude for the participant's willingness to engage in the research/study, which forms a component of a doctoral thesis, and to participate in the interview. The study will seek to elucidate the quality of life, experiences, and challenges encountered by children and parents whose children are dependent on a Berlin Heart EXCOR VAD and who live in a hospital setting. Another goal is to determine the needs, requirements, and perceived acceptance of a remote monitoring system/telemonitoring system for discharging children with a VAD into outpatient care. Concurrently, the objective is to ascertain the factors and influences that hinder transition to outpatient care. It is made clear that not all questions need to be answered, and that the interview is based on the answers and comments in the questionnaire, which is used as a guide during the interview. The interviewer introduces herself, provides a summary of the study's objectives, and informs the participants that they will receive a summary of the results upon the study's conclusion. The interviewer then proceeds to explain that the interview will be recorded in order to ensure an accurate record of the participants' statements. Prior to analysis, the interviews will be transcribed and anonymised, i.e. the names of the participants and any other information that could identify them will be removed.
2) Core topic questions 
A) Hospital environmental factors, safety, and caregiving in the everyday lives of children with BH VADs and their parents in a hospital setting
1) How would you describe the everyday life of a child supported by BH VAD on your ward?
2) How are children supported by BH VADs monitored or medically supervised on your ward?
2) What particular challenges do you think children supported by BH VADs have to overcome?
3) In what ways might a BH VAD have a positive impact on a child's well being or development?
4) In what ways might a BH VAD affect a child's well being or development negatively?
5) What strategies can caregivers use to support children with BH VAD-therapy?
6) What do you think should be the design priorities for new BH VADs or related technologies?
7) What data/alerts are relevant/necessary for clinical monitoring? (INR, thrombus control, vital signs, etc.)
B) Needs, requirements, and perceived acceptance of a remote monitoring system/telemonitoring system for discharging children with a BH VAD into outpatient care
1) Can you imagine discharging children supported by Berlin Heart EXCOR into outpatient care?
2) To achieve a discharge home, what changes would you suggest to BH VAD therapy?
3) What requirements must be met for outpatient care?
4) Would you consider remote patient monitoring to accompany a child's BH VAD therapy?
5) What requirements must a remote patient monitoring system meet in order to be acceptable to you?
6) In your opinion, what conditions and requirements would a remote patient monitoring/telemonitoring system need to meet to enable outpatient care? (Technical requirements, emergency situations and thrombus control, etc.)
7) What are the advantages/disadvantages and challenges of remote patient monitoring in BH VAD therapy for the healthcare system and the clinic?
8) What are the advantages/disadvantages and challenges of remote patient monitoring in BH VAD therapy for patients and parents?
9) What infrastructure requirements must a remote patient monitoring system meet for successful and safe BH VAD therapy in children?
10) What should the infrastructure of a remote patient monitoring system entail?
11) What trends have you already observed in the digitization/further development of telemonitoring?
12) What are the requirements for the RMS Smart Device app? 
13) What are the requirements for the RMS in the context of preventing adverse effects?
14) What are the requirements for the RMS for determining/procedures in emergency situations? 
 15) How could a remote patient monitoring system/telemonitoring system improve the quality of life of patients and parents?
16) What training would be necessary? What else would parents need to know?
3) Closing questions 
1) Would you like to add anything?
2)  Are there any topics related to BH VAD that we should have addressed in the interview but did not? 
3) Can we contact you later if we need to clarify anything you said?
At the end of the interview, the interviewer thanks the participants for their time and emphasizes the possibility of revoking consent to the use of personal data.


