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Supplementary Table 1. 
General list of pet animals buried in the Berenike cemetery (until 2024)

 
 
 

SPECIES N individuals %MNI
Domestic cat (Felis silvestris catus) 688 88.2
Asiatic wildcat (Felis lybica ornata) 1 0.1

Felidae   88.3
Dog (Canis lupus familiaris) 54 7

Dogs   7
Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta) 20 2.6
Bonnet macaque (Macaca radiata) 3 0.4
Macaque sp. 7 0.9
Grivet (Chlorocebus aethiops) 1 0.1
Cercopithecinae sp. 4 0.5

Monkeys   4.5
Rüppell’s fox (Vulpes rueppelli) 1 0.1
Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus peregrinus) 1 0.1

Other   0.2
TOTAL PETS MNI 780 100
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No. zooID Context Species Preservation Age at 
death* 

Sex 
F-female 
M-male

Ostemetry 
mm (after Driesch)

Pathology Grave goods 
/Equipment

Burial 
elements

Comments

1. 65692 BE-48/159 
[PB176]

Bonnet macaque 
(Macaca 
radiata)

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Subadultus? Recorded in 
the west 
trench baulk 

2. 53786 BE-80/006 
[PB025]

Cercopithecinae Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Infans

3. 55345 BE-80/018 
[PB038]

Macaque sp. Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis

4. 58327 BE-80/024 
[PB033]

Macaque sp. Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Infans

5. 54898 BE-80/042 
[PB054]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Body covered 
with a woolen 
textile

6. 54908 BE-80/044 
[PB076]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F

7. 60607 BE-80/047 
[PB054]

Macaque sp. Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Subadultus?

8. 34982 BE-107/022 
[PB032]

Bonnet macaque 
(Macaca 
radiata)

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Juvenis

9. 37958 BE-107/042 
[PB054]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Juvenis F Skull length–
124.02

10. 54252 BE-107/050 
[PB063]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Calcaneus–33.3

Supplementary Table 2. 
Records of monkey burials from excavations in Berenike, Red Sea (Egypt) 
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11. 55398 BE-107/068 
[PB076]

Macaque sp. Complete 
skeleton

Infans Cat (infans)

12. 2758 BE-132/011 
[PB189]

Bonnet macaque 
(Macaca 
radiata)

Complete 
skeleton

Infans F 2 shells (one a 
Haliotis),  
basket with 
“delicates,” 
piglet,  
3 cats

13. 69549 BE-132/068 
[PB308]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Pathological 
changes: bent 
diaphysis, 
inflammatory 
changes in the 
distal part / 
attached fibula

14. 82593 BE-134/001 
[PB012]

Macaque sp. Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Juvenis

15. 78182 BE-134/005 
[PB115]

Cercopithecinae Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Subadultus?

16. 84077 BE-134/030 
[PB167]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F

17. 84238 BE-134/044 
[PB168]

Cercopithecinae Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Infans

18. 85456 BE-134/046 
[PB194]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Humerus (without 
epiphysis)–78.62;  

tibia–76.04; 
radius–78.62; 

humerus–66.46; 
ulna–72.05

Cat (infans)

19. 40035 BE-161/008 
[PB009]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Iron collar Body covered 
with a woolen 
textile
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20. 40163 BE-161/013 
[PB014]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton, 
preserved skin 
with fur on the 
head and legs

Juvenis F Copper-alloy 
collar

Covered with 
textiles 

Feet 
smeared 
with resin(?)

21. 44474 BE-161/017 
[PB022]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton, 
preserved skin 
with fur on the 
head and legs

Juvenis F Bottom of a 
vessel as 
equipment?  
2 Haliotis shells 
nearby 
(Locus 019)

Wrapped in 
thin fabric, 
with brown 
belt, covered 
with a mat

22. 44475 BE-161/025 
[PB034]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Lower body 
preserved 

Juvenis Ash in the fill

23. 40167 BE-161/030 
[PB033]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Infans Dog (Juvenis) 
(Locus 030a),  
cat wrapped in a 
textile,  
big animal tail 
(Locus 030b)

Cover of 
potsherds

24. 43907 BE-161/034 
[PB228]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Subadultus 
(ca. 3.5 years)

F Skull length–119.6; 
humerus (without 
epiphysis)–106.74; 
106.92; radius–
111.63; 
tibia–104.06, 104.2; 
ulna–125.12

Iron collar and 
chain (?), 
pearl oyster 
shell  

Cluster of 
stones and 
potsherds 
(burial 
cover?); 
second cluster 
of potsherds 
lower down; 
reed matting 
covering the 
burial; 
fragrant oil(?) 
in the bedding

25. 42483 BE-161/042 
[PB071]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis 
(ca. 3 years)

F Skull length–
120.88

Anemia, 
malnutrition

Neonatal/ 
foetal monkey 
skeleton

Later burial

26. 42490 BE-161/042 
[PB071]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta)

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Juvenis F Skull length–
102.66

Iron collar Earlier 
burial
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27. 42473 BE-161/056 
[PB086]

Grivet  
(Chlorocebus 
aethiops) 

Complete 
skeleton

Infans Circular wooden 
clasp;  
cat (infans)

28. 41580 BE-161/066 
[PB097]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Juvenis F(?) Burial on 
the stomach, 
head in east 
trench wall

29. 42623 BE-161/090 
[PB108]

Cercopithecinae Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Juvenis Burial on 
the left side, 
head to west

30. 42485 BE-161/095 
[PB125]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Anemia, 
malnutrition

Burial on 
the left side, 
head to 
south

31. 41086 BE-161/113 
[PB158]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Infans Burial on 
the right 
side, head to 
south

32. 41441 BE-161/124 
[PB164]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton

Juvenis F Tidy fit 
(wrapped?)

Burial on 
the left side, 
head to 
southwest

33. 40780 BE-161/140 
[PB171]

Cercopithecinae 
(Bonnet 
macaque?)

Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Infans Faience bead 
(one)

Burial on 
the left side, 
head to 
south

34. 40726 BE-161/144 
[PB170]

Macaque sp. Fragmentarily 
preserved 
skeleton

Infans Iron collar Some sherds 
around it

Burial on 
the left side, 
head to 
south

35. 41722 BE-161/151 
[PB195]

Rhesus 
macaque 
(Macaca 
mulatta) 

Complete 
skeleton 

Infans/juvenis Partly 
exposed 
burial (in 
east baulk), 
on the left 
side

* Infans: all epiphyses not connected with the diaphysis, small body size, 1–2 years; Juvenis: most epiphyses not attached to the diaphysis, larger body 
size, 2.5–4 years; Subadultus: most of the permanent teeth have erupted, 5–9 years.
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Supplementary Table 3. 
Age profile of animals buried in the Berenike cemetery 

Species Foetal/ Infans Juvenis Sub-
adultus

Adultus
neonatal

Rhesus macaque (Macaca mulatta) – 3 15 1 –
Bonnet macaque (Macaca radiata) – 1 2 – –
Macaque sp. – 3 2 2 –
Grivet (Chlorocebus aethiops) – 1 – – –
Cercopithecinae sp. 1?*  3 1 1 –
Cat 28 122 198 100 241
Dog 5 13 7 7 22

Supplementary Table 4. 
Furnished animal burials from Berenike cemetery. The “Other” category includes both 

accessories and additional small animals

Species Metal collar Beads Clasp/tags Other %
Monkey 5 1 1 7 40

Cat 8 7 5 2 3.19
Dog – – – 1 1.85

*additional skeleton next to BE161/042 (no. 25 in Table S2)
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