Annex 2: Descriptive statistics for used variables (online annex)
Annex 2a: Descriptive statistics of variables (Swiss Volunteering Survey 2006)
	Variable
	Definition
	N
	Mean 
	Std. dev.
	Min 
	Max

	Work Y/N
	Does the person at least have a part-time job?
	7,370
	0.645
	0.479
	0
	1

	Age
	Age in years
	7,403
	47.641
	17.555
	15
	97

	Time/place
	How long the person has lived at the place (1 – from the birth, 5 – less than one year)
	7,378 
	2.511
	0.985
	1
	5

	Swiss
	Swiss citizenship
	7,393
	0.858 
	0.349
	0
	1

	Household size
	Number of people living in a household
	7,410
	2.468
	1.347
	1
	9

	Gender
	Gender (0 – man, 1 – woman)
	7,410
	0.596
	0.491
	0
	1

	University
	Achieved university degree
	7,410
	0.109
	0.312
	0
	1

	Education
	Category of education achieved (1 – none, the highest is the university)
	7,082
	6.468
	3.801
	1
	13

	Pensioner
	Is the person retired?
	7,374
	0.198
	0.398
	0
	1

	Unemployed
	Is the person unemployed?
	7,374
	0.034
	0.181
	0
	1

	Home maker
	Is the person in the household?
	7,374
	0.078 
	0.268
	0
	1

	Semi-employed
	Does the person have less than 50% job?
	7,370
	0.231
	0.421
	0
	1

	Employer support
	Does the employer support volunteering?
	7,410
	0.082
	0.274
	0
	1

	Distance to work
	Distance to work from home (in minutes)
	4,604
	-36.255
	35.788
	-480
	-1

	Trust strangers
	Trust in strangers (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	7,263
	6.423
	2.194
	0
	10

	Trust democracy
	Trust in democracy (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	7,134
	6.231
	1.986
	0
	10

	Meeting friends
	How oft do you meet friends (1 – never, 7 – every day)
	7,357
	5.110
	1.314
	1
	7

	Help others
	Willingness to help others (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	2,017
	7.836
	2.425
	0
	10

	Interest politics
	Interest in politics (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	7,369
	5.254
	2.738
	0
	10

	Participate referenda
	Participation in referenda (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,193
	6.886
	3.357
	0
	10

	Last regional election
	Taking part in the last cantonal election
	6,187
	0.687
	0.464
	0
	1

	Middle class
	Belonging to middle class (according to job and income)
	5,864
	0.317
	0.465
	0
	1

	Middle class income
	Belonging to middle class (according to income)
	5,888
	0.695
	0.460
	0
	1

	Formal volunteering
	Does the person take part in formal volunteering?
	4,279
	0.801 
	0.399
	0
	1



Annex 2b: Descriptive statistics of variables (Swiss volunteering survey 2009)
	Variable
	Definition
	N
	Mean 
	Std. dev.
	Min 
	Max

	Work Y/N
	Does the person at least have a part-time job?
	6,472
	0.535
	0.499
	0
	1

	Age
	Age in years
	6,490
	54.564
	17.176
	15
	99

	Time/place
	How long the person lives at the place (1 – from the birth, 5 – less than one year)
	6,480
	2.262
	0.815
	1
	5

	Swiss
	Swiss citizenship
	6,483
	0.882
	0.322
	0
	1

	Household size
	Number of people living in a household
	6,490
	2.395
	1.278
	1
	11

	Gender
	Gender (0 – man, 1 – woman)
	6,490
	0.608
	0.488
	0
	1

	University
	Achieved university degree
	6,230
	0.093
	0.290
	0
	1

	Education
	Category of education achieved (1 – none, the highest is the university)
	6,230
	6.246
	3.722
	1
	13

	Religion frequency
	How often the person visits place of worship? (1 – never, 8 – several times a week)
	6,305
	3.422 
	1.946
	1
	8

	Pensioner
	Is the person retired?
	6,458
	0.343
	0.475
	0
	1

	Unemployed
	Is the person unemployed?
	6,458
	0.019
	0.135
	0
	1

	Home maker
	Is the person in household?
	6,458
	0.073
	0.260
	0
	1

	Semi-employed
	Does the person have less than 50% job?
	6,472
	0.785
	0.411
	0
	1

	Employer support
	Does the employer support volunteering?
	6,490
	0.068
	0.251
	0
	1

	Distance work
	Distance to work from home (in minutes)
	3,341 
	-34.708
	35.092
	-540
	-1

	Trust in people
	Trust in people (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,393
	6.480
	2.146
	0
	10

	Trust in friends
	Trust in friends (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,400
	8.616
	1.655
	0
	10

	Trust neighbors
	Trust in neighbors (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,298 
	7.214
	2.354
	0
	10

	Trust strangers
	Trust in strangers (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,163
	4.940
	2.234
	0
	10

	Meeting friends
	How oft do you meet friends (1 – never, 7 – every day)
	6,453
	5.164
	1.295
	1
	7

	Help others
	Willingness to help others (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,353
	6.482
	2.777
	0
	10

	Interest politics
	Interest in politics (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	6,461
	5.825
	2.731
	0
	10

	Middle class
	Belonging to middle class (according to job and income)
	5,018
	0.236
	0.425
	0
	1

	Middle class income
	Belonging to middle class (according to income)
	5,021
	0.704
	0.457
	0
	1

	Formal volunteering
	Does the person take part in formal volunteering?
	3,682
	0.758
	0.428
	0
	1



Annex 2c: Descriptive statistics of variables (Swiss Volunteering Survey 2014)
	Variable
	Definition
	N
	Mean
	Std. dev.
	Min
	Max

	Work Y/N
	Does the person at least have a part-time job?
	5,653
	0.675
	0.468
	0
	1

	Age
	Age in years
	5,721
	44.507
	18.351
	16
	92

	Time/place
	How long has the person lived at the place (1 – from the birth, 5 – less than one year)
	5,697
	2.471
	0.989
	1
	5

	Swiss
	Swiss citizenship
	5,721
	0.586 
	0.493
	0
	1

	Household size
	Number of people living in a household
	5,721
	2.964
	1.396
	1
	20

	Gender
	Gender (0 – man, 1 – woman)
	5,721
	0.533
	0.499
	0
	1

	University
	Achieved university degree
	5,551
	0.204 
	0.403
	0
	1

	Education
	Category of education achieved (1 – none, the highest is the university)
	5,551
	7.598 
	4.018
	1
	15

	Religion frequency
	How often the person visits place of worship? (1 – never, 8 – several times a week)
	5,485
	3.069 
	1.986
	1
	8

	Distance to work
	Distance to work from home (in minutes)
	3,705
	-42.028
	39.473
	-480
	0

	Pensioner
	Is the person retired?
	1,834
	0.512
	0.500
	0
	1

	Unemployed
	Is the person unemployed?
	1,834
	0.069
	0.254
	0
	1

	Home maker
	Is the person in the household?
	1,834
	0.135
	0.341
	0
	1

	Semi-employed
	Does the person have less than 50% job
	5,653
	0.401
	0.490
	0
	1

	Employer support
	Does the employer support volunteering?
	1,598
	0.492
	0.500
	0
	1

	Trust strangers
	Trust in strangers (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,448
	4.225
	2.307
	0
	10

	Trust in friends
	Trust in friends (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,620
	8.437
	1.790
	0
	10

	Trust politics
	Trust in politics (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,300
	5.225 
	2.398
	0
	10

	Do good
	Willingness to do good for others
	5,542
	7.759
	2.377
	0
	10

	Meeting friends
	How often do you meet friends (1 – never, 7 – every day)
	5,625
	4.915
	1.358
	1
	7

	Solidarity
	Being sympathetic (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,472
	8.198
	1.903
	0
	10

	Ready to help
	Readiness to help others (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,476
	6.258
	2.839
	0
	10

	Communication
	Communicative (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest
	5,612
	7.361
	2.075
	0
	10

	Regularly vote
	Taking part in elections regularly (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,488
	7.938
	2.493
	0
	10

	Participation in referenda
	Taking part in referenda
	5,721
	0.602
	0.490
	0
	1

	Interest politics
	Interest in politics (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	5,616 
	5.443
	2.868
	0
	10

	Middle class
	Belonging to middle class (according to job and income)
	4,328
	0.376
	0.484
	0
	1

	Middle class income
	Belonging to middle class (according to income)
	4,342
	0.640
	0.480
	0
	1

	Formal volunteering
	Does the person take part in formal volunteering?
	5,707
	0.664
	0.472
	0
	1



Annex 2d: Descriptive statistics of variables (Swiss Volunteering Survey 2019)
	Variable
	Definition
	N
	Mean 
	Std. dev.
	Min 
	Max

	Work Y/N
	Does the person at least have a part-time job?
	4,982
	0.686
	0.464
	0
	1

	Age
	Age in years
	5,002
	48.692
	17.563
	15
	96

	Time/place
	How long has the person lived at the place (1 – from the birth, 5 – less than one year)
	4,995
	2.489
	1.025
	1
	5

	Swiss
	Swiss citizenship
	5,002
	0.720
	0.449
	0
	1

	Household size
	Number of people living in a household
	4,933
	2.542
	1.455
	1
	25

	Gender
	Gender (0 – man, 1 – woman)
	5,002
	0.537
	0.499
	0
	1

	University
	Achieved university degree
	4,974
	0.276
	0.447
	0
	1

	Education
	Category of education achieved (1 – none, the highest is the university)
	4,974
	6.186
	2.796
	1
	11

	Religion frequency
	How often the person visits worship? (1 – never, 8 – several times a week)
	3,723
	3.224
	1.809
	1
	8

	Pensioner
	Is the person retired?
	4,967
	0.214
	0.410
	0
	1

	Unemployed
	Is the person unemployed?
	4,967
	0.014
	0.118
	0
	1

	Home maker
	Is the person in the household?
	4,967
	0.086
	0.281
	0
	1

	Semi-employed
	Does the person have less than 50% job
	4,982
	0.5873
	0.492
	0
	1

	Employer support
	Does the employer support volunteering?
	1,726
	0.375
	0.484
	0
	1

	Trust strangers
	Trust in strangers (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,972
	4.405
	2.376
	0
	10

	Trust neighbors
	Trust in neighbors (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,965
	6.308
	2.360
	0
	10

	Trust in friends
	Trust in friends (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,975
	8.346
	1.707
	0
	10

	Trust relatives
	Trust in relatives (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,975
	8.751
	1.728
	0
	10

	Trusts government
	Trust in government (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,953
	6.353
	2.253
	0
	10

	Trust parliament
	Trust in parliament (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,927
	5.980
	2.248
	0
	10

	Trust courts
	Trust in courts (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,929
	6.685
	2.280
	0
	10

	Trust canton
	Trust in regional government (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,943
	6.243
	2.210
	0
	10

	Trust municipality
	Trust in municipal government (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,935
	6.472
	2.252
	0
	10

	Trust media
	Trust in media (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,947
	4.323
	2.284
	0
	10

	Meeting friends
	How often do you meet friends (1 – never, 7 – every day)
	4,993
	5.148
	1.353
	1
	7

	Help others
	Willingness to help others
	1,947
	0.516
	0.500
	0
	1

	Regularly vote
	Taking part in elections regularly
	5,002
	0.738
	0.440
	0
	1

	Interest politics
	Interest in politics (0 – the lowest, 10 – the highest)
	4,990
	5.831
	2.605
	0
	10

	Politically active
	Is the person politically active?
	5,002
	0.100
	0.300
	0
	1

	Middle class
	Belonging to middle class (according to job and income)
	4,740
	0.330
	0.470
	0
	1

	Middle class income
	Belonging to middle class (according to income)
	4,749
	0.578
	0.494
	0
	1

	Formal volunteering
	Does the person take part in formal volunteering?
	4,919
	0.709
	0.454
	0
	1



