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Table 3. Descriptive whole-network measures of cohesiveness
	
	Observed value
	(p-value)^

	No. of nodes
	130
	

	Non-isolates
	126
	(.000)

	
	
	

	Density
	.132
	(.000)

	Average degree
	17.023
	(.000)

	Connectedness
	.939
	(.000)

	Transitivity
	.452
	(.000)

	Arc reciprocity
	.630
	(.011)

	In-degree centralization
	.333
	(.000)

	Out-degree centralization
	.294
	(.000)



^ Proportion of 10,000 equally sized (n=130) subnetworks randomly sampled from the CFPs’ Twitter environment that displayed values as extreme as the observed in the CFP follower network. 
Note to Table 3: While the left-hand column reports the observed scores, the right-hand column contains their associated p-values. To calculate the latter, we took inspiration in the procedure devised by Hoffmann in a recent exploration of the digital networks of anti-immigration groups in Germany (2020: 147). Essentially, the idea is to randomly generate a large sample of alternative comparable networks and calculate the proportion of times that equally or more extremes values are found. This proportion is then used as a statistical benchmark to estimate the likelihood that the observed scores in the theoretically-bounded network are the result of pure chance and not of underlying field dynamics. In this case, p-values correspond to the proportion of times in which equally or more extreme values were observed within a sample of 10,000 Twitter follower networks of equal size, that is, networks generated by randomly selecting 130 accounts among the entire CFPs’ Twitter environment (n=168,582 accounts). For instance, in the case of arc reciprocity, only in 106 occasions out of 10,000 overall scores were equal or higher, thus leading to a p-value of 0.011. For the rest of the whole-network metrics considered, equally or more extreme values were never obtained in the sampled networks.


Table A.1 List of food charities in the main sample. 
 
	Twitter handles 
	Organization name
	Type of food charity

	@alfoodbank
	Atherton & Leigh foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@burnagefoodbank
	Burnage Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@chorlton_didsfb
	Chorlton & Didsbury Food Bank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@compassionfoodb
	Compassion Food Bank
	Independent food bank

	@fkfoodbank
	Farnworth and Kearsley Trussell Trust
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@mcrfoodbank
	Manchester Central Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@mscfoodbank
	Manchester South Central Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@oldhamfoodbank
	Oldham Foodbank 
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@salfordfoodbank
	Salford Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@skptfoodbank
	Stockport Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@stretfordfb
	Stretford foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@tamesideefood
	Tameside East Food B
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@trafsthfoodbank
	Trafford South foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@trusselltrust
	The Trussell Trust
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@wythfoodbank
	Wythenshawe Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@4ct
	4CT
	Pantry

	@barnabusmcr
	Barnabus Manchester
	Meal provider

	@boaztrust
	The Boaz Trust
	Hybrid

	@boothcentre
	Booth Centre
	Meal provider

	@bouncebackfood
	Bounceback Food
	Independent food bank

	@caritassalford
	Caritas Salford
	Meal provider

	@coffee4craig
	Coffee4Craig
	Meal provider

	@community_pride
	Community Pride CIC
	Hybrid

	@crackingfood
	Cracking Good Food
	Meal provider

	@emmaus_salford
	Emmaus Salford
	Pantry

	@emmelinespantry
	Emmeline's Pantry
	Independent food bank

	@feedmycity_mcr
	Feed My City MCR
	Hybrid

	@forkoff_mcr
	ForkOff 
	Meal provider

	@gt_manchester
	Greater Together MCR
	Meal provider

	@gtm_h_s
	#N/D
	Meal provider

	@humansmcr
	HumansMCR 
	Independent food bank

	@justlifeuk
	Justlife
	Meal provider

	@launchmcr
	The Launch Project
	Hybrid

	@lifeshareuk
	Lifeshare
	Hybrid

	@maddogshomeless
	Mad Dogs Homeless Project
	Meal provider

	@mcrsalford
	Homelessness • Manchester & Salford - Street Support
	Independent food bank

	@mustardtreemcr
	Mustard Tree
	Pantry

	@openkitchenmcr
	Open Kitchen MCR
	Hybrid

	@reachout_com
	Reach Out to the Community
	Independent food bank

	@spinmcr
	Supporting People In Need
	Hybrid

	@0161community
	0161community
	Independent food bank

	@aandlmutual_aid
	Ardwick and Longsight Mutual Aid Group
	Hybrid

	@ardwicklongfood
	Ardwick & Longsight Foodbank
	Independent food bank

	@armyofkindness2
	Army of Kindness
	Meal provider

	@audaciousateams
	Audacious A teams
	Meal provider

	@avim44
	African Voice In Moston (A.V.I.M)
	Independent food bank

	@bandbolton
	BAND
	Independent food bank

	@barakahfoodaid
	Barakah Food Aid
	Independent food bank

	@bidefordcommun1
	Bideford community centre
	Hybrid

	@boltoncitadelsa
	Salvation Army Bolton Citadel @BoltonCitadelSA
	Meal provider

	@boltonemmaus
	Emmaus Bolton
	Pantry

	@brandlesholmecc
	Brandlesholme Community Centre & Foodbank
	Independent food bank

	@bridgeleigh1
	Bridge Leigh
	Pantry

	@buryreddoor
	Caritas Red Door, Bury
	Hybrid

	@candncommunity
	Coverdale & Newbank Charity
	Pantry

	@cdscornerstone
	Cornerstone (Caritas Salford)
	Hybrid

	@centrepointuk
	Centrepoint
	Pantry

	@chelwoodfbplus
	Chelwood food bank plus
	Independent food bank

	@chrysalismanch1
	Chrysalis Manchester
	Independent food bank

	@company_shop
	Company Shop
	Pantry

	@compassion_uk
	Compassion in Action 
	Independent food bank

	@diomanchester
	Diocese of Manchester
	Independent food bank

	@eatwellmcr
	Eat Well MCR
	Meal provider

	@eighthofamile_
	One eighth of a mile
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@emmausmossley
	Emmaus Mossley
	Meal provider

	@emmausuk
	Emmaus UK
	Meal provider

	@fandwfoodbank
	Fallowfield and Withington Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@foodcycle
	Food Cycle
	Meal provider

	@foundationsspt
	Foundations Stockport
	Pantry

	@freecakestraff
	Free Cakes for Free
	Meal provider

	@hmhccg
	Healthy Me Healthy Communities
	Meal provider

	@homelessaid_uk
	HomelessAidUK
	Hybrid

	@homelessleigh
	HSP-Helping Support People
	Hybrid

	@hopehillfounda2
	hope hill foundation
	Hybrid

	@horwich_hub
	The Horwich And District Hub
	Independent food bank

	@ifan_uk
	IFAN UK 
	Independent food bank

	@intosalford
	Salford Step Into Action Shop
	Independent food bank

	@khizramosque
	Khizra Mosque
	Independent food bank

	@kingschurchlife
	Kings Church
	Independent food bank

	@m24centfoodbank
	Middleton Central FB
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@manbuddcentre
	Manchester Buddhist Centre
	Meal provider

	@milk_aid
	Milk Aid
	Hybrid

	@myriad_f
	Myriad Foundation
	Hybrid

	@nightoldham
	Oldham Community Night Shelter
	Independent food bank

	@notjustsoupmcr
	Not Just Soup
	Meal provider

	@oasisgorton
	The Oasis Centre
	Hybrid

	@occsalvarmy
	OpenshawCommunity SA
	Independent food bank

	@oldham_ukeff
	Ukeff Oldham
	Hybrid

	@organicsouluk
	Organic Soul
	Hybrid

	@petrus_cmty
	Petrus
	Meal provider

	@planetmercyuk1
	Planet Mercy UK
	Independent food bank

	@porchboxes
	Porch Boxes
	Independent food bank

	@rainbowhaven1
	Rainbow Haven
	Meal provider

	@rammypantry
	Ramsbottom Pantry
	Pantry

	@rbhousing
	RBH
	Pantry

	@re_dish
	Re:Dish
	Independent food bank

	@realjunkfoodw
	Realjunkfood Wigan
	Independent food bank

	@revd_paul_monk
	Paul Monk
	Pantry

	@revivecharityuk
	Revive Charity
	Meal provider

	@rrt_uk
	Rapid Relief Team UK
	Independent food bank

	@salfordfsn
	Salford Food share
	Independent food bank

	@salfordloaves
	Loaves and Fishes
	Meal provider

	@salforducrc
	Salford UCRC
	Meal provider

	@salvationarmyuk
	The Salvation Army
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@sfmtweet
	School Food Matters
	Hybrid

	@shevcommpantry
	Shevington Community Pantry
	Pantry

	@shpantry
	Storehouse Pantry
	Pantry

	@skitchenemmie
	Emmie’s Kitchen
	Meal provider

	@sn_helpinghands
	SN Helping Hands
	Meal provider

	@stockportcommu1
	Stockport Together
	Hybrid

	@stockporthomes
	Stockport Homes
	Pantry

	@storehouseproj
	Storehouse Project
	Independent food bank

	@supportivestem
	SupportiveStem
	Hybrid

	@surpriserainbow
	Rainbow Surprise
	Hybrid

	@tamesidesfood
	Tameside South Longdendale Foodbank
	Trussell Trust food bank

	@teamtbbt
	The Bread and Butter Thing
	Pantry

	@thebrickwigan
	The Brick
	Independent food bank

	@thefutu85180468
	The Future
	Meal provider

	@thekitchen_pure
	The Kitchen 
	Meal provider

	@thelalleycentre
	The Lalley Centre
	Independent food bank

	@theoldcourts
	The Old Courts
	Hybrid

	@therivermcr
	The River Manchester
	Independent food bank

	@tlcstlukes
	TLC Art / Drop In Projects
	Pantry

	@treats_street
	Street Treats
	Meal provider

	@ukeff_hq
	Oldham Food Aid Hub
	Hybrid

	@urbanoutreachuk
	Urban Outreach
	Hybrid

	@waiyincws
	Wai Yin Society
	Hybrid

	@wellspringstkpt
	Wellspring Stockport
	Meal provider

	@ylplighthouse
	Lighthouse Pantry
	Pantry

	@yourlocalpantry
	Your local pantry
	Pantry



Note to Table A1. Since many small charities are not listed in the Charity Register, the exact number of food charities active in Greater Manchester is unknown. Greater Manchester Poverty Action, a not-for-profit organization that works to reduce poverty across Greater Manchester, listed around 220 food charities when we started to collect the data (the number is now up to 270). Although it may be a rough estimate, this means that we were able to include between 50% and 60% of the active food charities in our sample. This response rate is quite satisfactory in comparison with most other studies in which written questionnaires are circulated among civic organizations. For instance, Klandermans and Smith (2002: 17)[footnoteRef:1] stated long ago that ‘mailed questionnaires seldom generate response rates higher than ... 50 percent for organizational ones [surveys].” [1:  Klandermans, B., and Smith, J. (2002). “Survey Research: A Case for Comparative Designs”. Pp. 3 -31. Methods of Social Movement Research. Bert Klandermans and Suzanne Staggenborg, editors. University of Minnesota Press.] 



Table A2. List of Twitter accounts used for the broader field environment.

	Twitter handles
	Full name
	Description

	Food surplus distributors
	
	

	@faresharegtrm
	FareShare Greater Manchester
	FareShare GM redistributes food to schools, charities, community groups & vulnerable people throughout Greater Manchester

	Local authorities 
	
	

	@boltoncouncil
	Bolton Council
	Council

	@burycouncil
	Bury Council
	Council 

	@greatermcr
	Greater Manchester Combined Authority
	Metropolitan county authority

	@mancitycouncil
	Manchester Council
	Council 

	@oldhamcouncil
	Oldham Council
	Council

	@rochdalecouncil
	Rochdale Council
	Council

	@salfordcouncil
	Salford Council
	Council

	@stockportmbc
	Stockport Council
	Council

	@tamesidecouncil
	Tameside Council
	Council

	@traffordcouncil
	Trafford council 
	Council 

	@wigancouncil
	Wigan council
	Council 

	Funding institutions
	
	

	@mcr_charity
	We Love MCR Charity
	Grant giving charity dedicated to supporting Manchester’s communities and young people

	@smallwoodtrust
	Smallwood Trust
	Grant giving charity to amplify policy issues and solutions to gender poverty that improve economic outcomes for women, and where the policy work has the potential for practical application.

	@yorkshire_bs
	Yorkshire Building Society Foundation
	The Foundation provides grants from £250 to £2,000 for UK registered charities in the areas of the relief of poverty, Health, and social welfare and the saving of lives.

	@4evermanchester
	Forever Manchester
	Charity raising money to fund and support community activity across Greater Manchester

	@bbccin
	BBC Children in Need
	Fund local charities and projects who help remove the barriers that are facing children and young people

	@fprovfoundation
	Friends Provident Foundation
	Charity supporting projects to support the development of fair and healthy local economies, engaging in projects that reform the economy and addressing equity and diversity issues.

	@TNLComFund
	The National Lottery Community found
	The National Lottery funds projects and activities that transform communities, protect heritage, and enrich lives through arts, sports and culture.

	National authorities 
	
	

	@chtycommission
	Charity Commission
	Register and regulate charities in England and Wales

	@defragovuk
	Department of food, environment and rural affairs
	DEFRA is responsible for improving and protecting the environment. Aims to grow a green economy and sustain thriving rural communities. Supports UK world-leading food, farming and fishing industries.

	@dwppressoffice
	Department for Work and Pensions 
	Department responsible for welfare, pensions and child maintenance policy.

	@foodgov
	Food Standards Agency
	FSA the independent government department working to protect public health and consumers’ wider interests in relation to food in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.

	@hmtreasury
	HM Treasury
	UK Government’s economic and finance ministry. 

	Academic researchers
	
	

	@apjwilliams
	Andrew Williams
	Published several highly cited articles on food banks.

	@geofoodieorg
	Megan Blake
	Published several highly cited articles on food insecurity and food aid. 

	@hlambiemumford
	Lambie Mumford
	Published several highly cited articles on food banks and food charities. 

	@ka_garthwaite
	Kaileigh Garthwaite
	Published several articles on food banks and food poverty 

	@rloopstra
	Rachel Loopstra
	Published several articles on food banks





Table A.3 Variable homophily model by geographic scope.

	
	Nodes
	Observed density
(p-value)
	Observed/expected ratio

	Inter-group ties (intercept)
	
	.103
(.999)
	

	In-group ties
	
	
	

	National scope, UK
	8
	.393
(.006)
	2.98

	Metropolitan scope, GM
	23
	.239
(.002)
	1.81

	Manchester borough
	48
	.235
(.000)
	1.78

	Bolton
	7
	.190
(.145)
	1.44

	Bury
	5
	.500
(.010)
	3.79

	Oldham
	5
	.850
(.000)
	6.44

	Rochdale
	6
	.467
(.005)
	3.54

	Salford
	5
	.850
(.000)
	6.44

	Stockport
	9
	.500
(.000)
	3.79

	Tameside
	3
	.333
(.082)
	2.53

	Trafford
	2
	1.00
(.000)
	7.58

	Wigan
	9
	.347
(.010)
	2.63

	Autocorrelation R2
	
	.045
(.000)
	







2

