Online Appendix for “The Role of Pre-and Post-Birth Factors in the Transmission of Political Engagement”


Empirical Approach

Following Oskarsson et al. (2022), the overall transmission of political engagement, captured by  in equation 1 below, could be estimated using a sample of nonadopted children and their parents by regressing political engagement of a child from family i (on the political engagement of her biological parents (.

 (1)

Further, the overall transmission of political engagement could be decomposed into pre-birth and post-birth effects by analyzing a sample of adoptees and their biological and adoptive parents (equation 2).  In this model, the political engagement of an adopted child is regressed on the political engagement of their biological parents ( as well as the political engagement of their adoptive parents (.  The pre-birth effects are captured by the post-birth effects are captured by.
 (2)

In most adoption studies, as is the case here, data on the biological parents of adoptees are not available.  In such cases, the standard approach is to indirectly infer indirectly infer  by estimating  in a sample of biological families and estimating  based on a sample of adoptive families.  Since sample we analyze (SIBS) for this study is made up of adopted children and their adoptive parents as well as nonadopted children and their biological parents, we follow Oskarsson et al. (2022) in using the following interaction model:

  (3)

where  is an indicator variable equal to 1 if a child was raised by their biological parents and 0 if they are adopted.  In this interaction model,  represents transmission of political engagement among adoptive families (), directly estimating the post-birth effect (equal to  in equation 2) and  represents the difference in transmission rates among adoptive and biological families.  Assuming ,  captures difference between the overall transmission effect ( in equation 1) and the post-birth effect (), which is an indirect measure of the pre-birth effect.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  When estimating equation 3, we include controls for child birth year, sex (coded 1 for male, 0 for female), and parental birth year as well as a full set of interaction terms between the control variables and the indicator for being raised by biological parents.
] 

















Descriptive Statistics for Study Variables 

	Variable
	Obs.
	Mean
	Std. Dev.
	Min
	Max

	Respondent Vote
	436
	3.936
	1.215
	1
	5

	Respondent Informed
	435
	4.055
	0.854
	1
	5

	Respondent Contacted
	436
	1.952
	1.157
	1
	5

	Respondent Attend
	436
	1.626
	0.925
	1
	5

	Parental Vote
	448
	4.761
	0.508
	1
	5

	Parental Informed
	448
	4.404
	0.647
	1
	5

	Parental Contacted
	448
	2.838
	1.121
	1
	5

	Parental Attend
	448
	2.544
	0.985
	1
	5

	Raised (1=Bio, 0=Adopted)
	454
	0.388
	0.488
	0
	1

	Respondent Birth Year
	454
	1986.5
	2.829
	1978
	1993

	Respondent Sex (1=Male)
	454
	0.396
	0.490
	0
	1

	Avg. Parent Birth Year
	454
	1954.4
	4.681
	1944
	1966

	
	
	
	
	
	


Notes: The dependent variables we use were collected over the span of several years (315 respondents completed the survey in 2018, 109 completed in 2019, 25 completed in 2020, and 5 completed in 2021).  Based on survey completion year – respondent birth year, the average respondent was 31.87 (median 32) with the youngest at 26 and the oldest at 40.
