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Figure S1. Correlation Matrix. (A) Zero-order correlation matrix between all our variables in the UK subsample. (B) Zero-order correlation matrix between all our variables in the US subsample.  Blank squares depict non-significant coefficients. Significant correlations are depicted with colored squares. The more red, the higher the correlation coefficient, whereas the more purple, the lower the correlation coefficient.
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Figure S2. (A)  SEM conducted on both UK and US samples. (B) SEM conducted on the US subsample. Variables were allowed to covary within each level. Straight red arrows indicate negative significant relationship; green arrows indicate positive significant relationship. Curve red arrows indicate that the variables negatively covary; blue curve arrows indicate that the variables positively covary.



Table S1. Full model results for path analysis run in the UK sample 
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Table S2. Full model results for path analysis run in the US sample 
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Table S3. SEM with latent Variables

	
	
	

	Coef.
	Std. Err. z
	P>z
	[95% Conf.
	Interval]

	
	
	
	
	

	Structural 
	
	
	
	

	IdeologyCoded 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust .3153069
	.0566231 5.57
	0.000
	.2043277
	.4262861

	mistrust 1
	(constrained)
	
	
	

	credulity -.3996629
	.1737361 -2.30
	0.021
	-.7401795
	-.0591463

	_cons 4.731315
	.0491452 96.27
	0.000
	4.634992
	4.827638

	
	
	
	
	

	PoliticalTrustItem1 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust .1237457
	.0759527 1.63
	0.103
	-.0251189
	.2726103

	mistrust -3.113883
	1.770376 -1.76
	0.079
	-6.583755
	.3559896

	credulity 1
	(constrained)
	
	
	

	_cons 3.083254
	.0686952 44.88
	0.000
	2.948614
	3.217895

	
	
	
	
	

	PrStrongLeader 
	
	
	
	

	IdeologyCoded -.0117136
	.0024609 -4.76
	0.000
	-.0165369
	-.0068903

	PoliticalTrustItem1 .0013951
	.0016206 0.86
	0.389
	-.0017812
	.0045713

	dogmatism 1
	(constrained)
	
	
	

	Age -.0005224
	.000233 -2.24
	0.025
	-.000979
	-.0000657

	_cons .4717226
	.0183235 25.74
	0.000
	.4358093
	.5076359

	
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust -.0063278
	.0020767 -3.05
	0.002
	-.0103981
	-.0022576

	mistrust .0033409
	.0048926 0.68
	0.495
	-.0062483
	.0129302

	credulity .0080663
	.0033 2.44
	0.015
	.0015985
	.0145341

	
	
	
	
	

	Measurement 
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem1 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust 1
	(constrained)
	
	
	

	_cons 3.991485
	.0513058 77.80
	0.000
	3.890928
	4.092043

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem2 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust .8554491
	.0532533 16.06
	0.000
	.7510746
	.9598236

	_cons 5.093661
	.0434548 117.22
	0.000
	5.008491
	5.178831

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem7 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust .9842018
	.0597736 16.47
	0.000
	.8670477
	1.101356

	_cons 4.717124
	.0436879 107.97
	0.000
	4.631497
	4.802751

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem8 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust .7887165
	.0515395 15.30
	0.000
	.6877009
	.889732

	_cons 5.293283
	.0376899 140.44
	0.000
	5.219412
	5.367154

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem13 
	
	
	
	

	epistemictrust .9622701
	.0598315 16.08
	0.000
	.8450026
	1.079538

	_cons 4.475875
	.0505387 88.56
	0.000
	4.376821
	4.574929

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem3 
	
	
	
	

	mistrust 4.832707
	2.591794 1.86
	0.062
	-.2471158
	9.91253

	_cons 4.902554
	.045598 107.52
	0.000
	4.813184
	4.991925

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem4 
	
	
	
	

	mistrust 9.64512
	5.071403 1.90
	0.057
	-.2946473
	19.58489

	_cons 4.228004
	.050507 83.71
	0.000
	4.129012
	4.326996

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem9 
	
	
	
	

	mistrust 6.729738
	3.624927 1.86
	0.063
	-.3749892
	13.83446

	_cons 4.359508
	.045504 95.81
	0.000
	4.270322
	4.448694

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem10 
	
	
	
	

	mistrust 7.456837
	4.032054 1.85
	0.064
	-.4458436
	15.35952

	_cons 3.605487
	.0502265 71.78
	0.000
	3.507045
	3.703929

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem14 
	
	
	
	

	mistrust 4.822145
	2.595395 1.86
	0.063
	-.2647367
	9.909026

	_cons 3.385052
	.0405852 83.41
	0.000
	3.305507
	3.464598

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem5 
	
	
	
	

	credulity 3.183516
	.680356 4.68
	0.000
	1.850043
	4.516989

	_cons 2.376537
	.0466189 50.98
	0.000
	2.285166
	2.467909

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem6 
	
	
	
	

	credulity 2.826016
	.6047844 4.67
	0.000
	1.640661
	4.011372

	_cons 2.773888
	.0442633 62.67
	0.000
	2.687134
	2.860643

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem11 
	
	
	
	

	credulity 2.359138
	.5178191 4.56
	0.000
	1.344231
	3.374045

	_cons 2.877956
	.046802 61.49
	0.000
	2.786226
	2.969687

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem12 
	
	
	
	

	credulity 3.216045
	.6926597 4.64
	0.000
	1.858457
	4.573634

	_cons 2.264901
	.0439678 51.51
	0.000
	2.178725
	2.351076

	
	
	
	
	

	EpistemicTrustItem15 
	
	
	
	

	credulity 2.120095
	.4765759 4.45
	0.000
	1.186023
	3.054166

	_cons 3.807947
	.0531826 71.60
	0.000
	3.703711
	3.912183

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem1 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 38.91219
	12.8921 3.02
	0.003
	13.64414
	64.18023

	_cons 3.485336
	.0449178 77.59
	0.000
	3.397298
	3.573373

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem2 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 60.0039
	19.25998 3.12
	0.002
	22.25502
	97.75277

	_cons 2.533586
	.0390957 64.80
	0.000
	2.456959
	2.610212

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem3 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 42.96175
	14.09325 3.05
	0.002
	15.33949
	70.58402

	_cons 2.741722
	.0452139 60.64
	0.000
	2.653104
	2.83034

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem4 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 73.42085
	23.42448 3.13
	0.002
	27.50971
	119.332

	_cons 2.228004
	.0393726 56.59
	0.000
	2.150835
	2.305173

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem5 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 69.03645
	21.9836 3.14
	0.002
	25.94938
	112.1235

	_cons 1.980132
	.0331254 59.78
	0.000
	1.915208
	2.045057

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem6 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 58.41366
	18.81891 3.10
	0.002
	21.52927
	95.29805

	_cons 2.338694
	.0426743 54.80
	0.000
	2.255054
	2.422334

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem7 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 54.09031
	17.35036 3.12
	0.002
	20.08424
	88.09639

	_cons 2.302744
	.0344378 66.87
	0.000
	2.235247
	2.37024

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem8 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 60.26073
	19.29088 3.12
	0.002
	22.4513
	98.07016

	_cons 2.485336
	.0359356 69.16
	0.000
	2.414903
	2.555768

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem9 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 66.74476
	21.27067 3.14
	0.002
	25.055
	108.4345

	_cons 2.138127
	.0333675 64.08
	0.000
	2.072728
	2.203526

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem10 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 57.46401
	18.62874 3.08
	0.002
	20.95234
	93.97567

	_cons 2.637654
	.0481071 54.83
	0.000
	2.543366
	2.731942

	
	
	
	
	

	DogmatismItem11 
	
	
	
	

	dogmatism 54.16004
	17.61473 3.07
	0.002
	19.63581
	88.68427

	_cons 3.333018
	.0482841 69.03
	0.000
	3.238383
	3.427653

	
	
	
	
	

	mean(Age) 44.9417
	.4906262 91.60
	0.000
	43.98009
	45.90331

	
	
	
	
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem1) 1.706809
	.0909551
	1.537534
	1.89472
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem2) 1.208899
	.063234
	1.091104
	1.339411
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem7) .9756193
	.0587649
	.866981
	1.097871
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem8) .8324433
	.0466067
	.7459295
	.9289911
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem13) 1.703855
	.0885989
	1.53876
	1.886663
	

	var(e.IdeologyCoded) 2.410605
	.1068316
	2.210054
	2.629353
	

	var(e.PoliticalTrustItem1) 4.700921
	.2089783
	4.308668
	5.128884
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem3) 1.864108
	.08828
	1.69887
	2.045418
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem4) 1.367611
	.1145484
	1.16056
	1.611601
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem9) 1.541755
	.0853703
	1.383192
	1.718495
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem10) 1.872286
	.106096
	1.675473
	2.092217
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem14) 1.408915
	.0687358
	1.280435
	1.550286
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem5) .9581301
	.0611416
	.8454858
	1.085782
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem6) 1.01571
	.057864
	.9084008
	1.135695
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem11) 1.579933
	.077497
	1.435115
	1.739366
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem12) .6767835
	.0513984
	.5831834
	.7854063
	

	var(e.EpistemicTrustItem15) 2.395725
	.1104767
	2.188692
	2.622342
	

	var(e.PrStrongLeader) .0136564
	.0005949
	.0125388
	.0148736
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem1) 1.883385
	.0833701
	1.72687
	2.054085
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem2) 1.022959
	.0478627
	.9333231
	1.121204
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem3) 1.857018
	.0825027
	1.702156
	2.025969
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem4) .751258
	.0382741
	.6798658
	.8301469
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem5) .3753465
	.0220644
	.3344993
	.4211818
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem6) 1.36325
	.0628877
	1.245401
	1.492252
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem7) .7719755
	.0363122
	.703987
	.8465301
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem8) .7672514
	.0369335
	.6981729
	.8431646
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem9) .4435814
	.0241685
	.3986537
	.4935725
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem10) 1.902676
	.0860438
	1.741291
	2.079018
	

	var(e.DogmatismItem11) 1.981411
	.0892776
	1.813934
	2.164351
	

	var(e.dogmatism) .0001128
	.0000719
	.0000323
	.0003933
	

	var(Age) 254.1948
	11.06246
	233.4118
	276.8284
	

	var(epistemictrust) 1.075522
	.1090698
	.8816533
	1.31202
	

	var(mistrust) .0142833
	.0151574
	.0017846
	.1143199
	

	var(credulity) .1321261
	.0564145
	.0572199
	.3050915
	

	
	
	
	
	


Note. Constraints (anchoring) are provided automatically by SEM. Models with continuous latent variables require constraints because these latent variables have no natural scale. If constraints were not provided, the model would appear to the software the same as a model with a substantive lack of identification; the estimation routine would iterate forever and never arrive at a solution. For more details see: https://www.stata.com/manuals/semintro4.pdf	






































Items in the Epistemic Trust, Mistrust and Credulity Questionnaire

	Item number
(15-item scale)
	Item
	Subscale

	1
	I usually ask people for advice when I have a personal problem.
	Trust

	2
	I find information easier to trust and absorb when it comes from someone who knows me well.
	Trust

	3
	I’d prefer to find things out for myself on the internet rather than asking people for information.
	Mistrust

	4
	I often feel that people do not understand what I want and need.
	Mistrust

	5
	I am often considered naïve because I believe almost anything that people tell me.
	Credulity

	6
	When I speak to different people, I find myself easily persuaded by what they say even if this is different from what I believed before.
	Credulity

	7
	Sometimes, having a conversation with people who have known me for a long time helps me develop new perspectives about myself.
	Trust

	8
	I find it very useful to learn from what people tell me about their experiences.
	Trust

	9
	If you put too much faith in what people tell you, you are likely to get hurt.
	Mistrust

	10
	When someone tells me something, my immediate reaction is to wonder why they are telling me this.
	Mistrust

	11
	I have too often taken advice from the wrong people.
	Credulity

	12
	People have told me that I am too easily influenced by others
	Credulity

	13
	If I don’t know what to do, my first instinct is to ask someone whose opinion I value.
	Trust

	14
	I don’t usually act on advice that I get from others even when I think it’s probably sound.
	Mistrust

	15
	In the past, I have misjudged who to believe and been taken advantage of.
	Credulity








Political Trust Item for participants in the US
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Political Trust Item for participants in the UK 
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Items in the Dogmatism Questionnaire. 
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couie.DognalisnsCORE, e. ldeolagyCoded} |  -.443123  .0643116  -6.84  6.000 (5701513 -.3160947
covic.PoliticalTrustIteml,c.TdcologyCoded) |  .4984842  .1551833 2.63 0008 .1043305 712638
cov(EpistemicTrustTRUST, EpistenicTrustNISTRUST}| -.2909311  .6576112  -5.05  6.080 -.403847  -.1780152
cov(EpistenicTrusLTRUST, EpistenicTrus (CREDULITY}|  .1382625  .0589701 230 0.00L 0766031 .2998219
coviEpistemicTrustTRUST,Age)| -1.939013  .7478036  -2.50 0.010  -3.404681  -.473345
cov(EpistenicTrustMISTRUST,
CpistemicTrustCREDULITY}| 3023487 8516899 5.85  ©0.000 .2010383 .403659
covlEpistemicTrustMISTRUST,Age}| -1.855242  .6808316  -2.72  0.006  -3.189647 -.5208362
covlkpistenicirusLCREDULLIY, Age} | -2.905201  .7420795  -3.91  6.000 -4.35065  -1.450752

LR test of model vs. saturate

chiz(7) 17

Salorra—Benller scaled Lesl Chizi7) 17.

15 Prob s

hi2

.59, Prob > chiz = 0.0140
6.0185
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On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means no trust and 10 means complete trust, how
much trust do you generally have in elected politicians in the US, independently of
which party is governing right now?

No 0 Complete
Trust Trust




