Appendix S1. Questionnaire

Dear friend,

This questionnaire is presented to you in line with research entitled "Evaluation and presentation of solutions to increase public participation in environmental protection with emphasis on social education of the key actor’s network in the Sorkhrud Wetland Wildlife Sanctuary in Mazandaran Province". The aim of this research is to identify key actors and their social analysis in the protection of the Sorkhrud Wetland. Please help us by completing this questionnaire based on your experience and information. We assure you that your answers will remain confidential and will not be made available to any person or group and will only be used for the purpose of conducting academic research and improving management conditions.

Thank you for your sincere cooperation

1. Please think about the decisions you have made regarding the environmental protection of the Sorkhrud Wetland, for example: in the issue of preventing destruction and pollution (preventing the drying up of the wetland and the entry of various pollutants), preventing encroachments (land transfer), in order to preserve biodiversity and sustainable management of wildlife, including the conservation of endangered species, migratory birds, preserving wintering and breeding habitats of various types of birds at risk of extinction, trying to extinguish forest fires in the area, trying to preserve all the attractions created and the local economic prosperity based on tourism, preserving the beautiful and pristine landscapes of this area and its wildlife (with whom have you spoken about these decisions? Who are those people or groups? Create a list of these local people or groups.
	Name of institution (government or private)
	Name of local organization and cooperative 
	Name of local individuals 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



2. Within the scope of the conservation activities carried out in the Sorkhrud Wetland, have you had any collaborative (consulting/practical activities) with other local individuals or government organizations involved in the issue to maintain the wetland and combat unauthorized users of wetland areas that you would like to discuss further? If so, please mention the type of activity and the name of the department or organization that you informed or collaborated with.

	Name of the organization or institution or operator
	type of activity

	1- 
	1- Cooperation in extinguishing fires in the forest and pasture areas of the wetland

	2- 
	2- Cooperation in preventing the drying of the wetland and the entry of various pollutants

	3- 
	3- Cooperation in preserving endangered species, predators of migratory birds, and preserving wintering habitats

	4- 
	4- Cooperation in preventing encroachment on wetland lands and preventing the seizure or transfer of those lands by individuals

	5- 
	5- Cooperation in dredging and removing blockages in waterways entering the wetland□

	6- 
	6- Cooperation in informing about the unauthorized use of illegal construction by profit-seeking individuals

	7- 
	7- Cooperation in informing about the unauthorized exploitation of livestock by profit-seeking individuals

	8- 
	8- Other matters



3. With which individuals or organizations have you had more than one interaction (two-way communication) on issues related to wetland environmental protection? Name the individual(s) or local organizations, groups, or organizations. Two-way communication refers to contact from both parties.

	Name of agency (government or private)
	Name of local organization and cooperative 
	Name of local individuals 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



5. How often did you interact with the people or organizations mentioned in the previous question? Very rarely □ Several times a year □ Monthly □ Weekly □ Daily □ 

6. Describe the type or types of relationship you have with them. Friendship □ Family □ Neighborhood □ Career □ Protection and care □

7. How important is each of the following items to you?
	Statement
	None
	Low
	Moderate
	High

	Combating illegal hunting of migratory birds
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Preventing rangeland degradation and the need to protect it
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Importance of rangeland protection for future generations
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	It is the right of local people to decide on rangeland restoration activities in their own region
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Cooperating with the government in protecting wetland birds is a duty
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Bans on hunting or fishing are beneficial to the public
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	To solve the issue of illegal bird hunting, people must unite and work together
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	People themselves should voluntarily protect the wetland environment, and the government should only provide technical or limited financial support
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
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