Challenges & Care Recommendations of Persons with Functional Neurological Disorder and Care Partners: A Qualitative Study

Supplementary Material 1: Semi-structured focus group discussion guide (excerpt).
We are conducting this focus group as part of our research in the FND space to better understand patients’ and families’ perceptions about their journey in navigating our healthcare system. In our study, we would like to gather first-hand information from you (patients and families) based on your own lived experiences, which are essential in achieving our objectives. Rest assured, this is a safe, non-judgmental space for you to share your honest opinions and journey as far as FND is concerned. Thank you very much for agreeing to participate in this focus group. Do you have any questions about the study before we begin? 

Context-Setting 
1. Can you briefly introduce yourself:
· Are you a patient/ family member? 
· Age?  
· Gender? 
· Working or not working? 
· Residential location? 
· Where do you go for FND care? 
· How long does it take you to get there? 

Discussion 
1. Patient journey
· Describe the physical, psychological, and social difficulties that you had related to FND.
· How was your journey from symptom onset to diagnosis? How long did it take from symptom onset until you got the diagnosis of FND? Type of FND (if known)? 
· How was your journey towards accessing treatments (if any)?
· Describe any challenges you had at any point in your journey.
 2. Recommendations
· How could the healthcare system improve for you and your family in navigating FND care?

Wrap-up 
1. Any final thoughts you want to share?

