
METHODOLOGICAL APPENDIX
This article is based on archival work at the National Archives of Romania, the US Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM), and the Central University Library of Romania. In addition to newspapers from the era — in both Romania and abroad — there are a number of archival collections that proved important for establishing the details of the case, ones that make Romania a propitious case study of how legalism is used in moments of transition. Generally speaking, the Romanian archives are among the most open in Europe (Ioanid 2015), and what is most unprecedented is that they make cabinet deliberations open to researchers. The ﬁrst archival collection of use here — Arhivele Nationale PCM 2336 — thus encompasses detailed, word-for-word meeting minutes of the Romanian cabinet during the period in question. This allows for a comprehensive tracking of the deliberations over trials and their implementation — alongside, more broadly, regime change in Romania — and one that is more spontaneous and informal than parliamentary debates. Here, I should note that after the coup, Romania did not immediately have a parliament, and so cabinet — which was made up of ministers from all major political parties — essentially acted as a parliament in miniature, with full control over making and implementing legislation.

The second collection is slightly more diﬃcult to access, due to the rarity of the documents themselves, and their poor condition. This — 2869 Frontul National Democrat — is made up of the documents left over from National Democratic Front (in Romanian, Frontul National Democratic or FND) which was a collection of parties, led by the Communists, created to challenge their rivals’ hold over Romania, and speciﬁcally their dominance of the ﬁrst post-coup governments. These documents, including minutes of FND meetings, provide rare insight into how the Communists planned and conceived of their takeover of the country, and this is augmented by issues of the communist newspaper, Scanteia.


Finally, the third collection in use here comes from the National Council for Studying the Securitate Archives (in Romanian, Consiliul National pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securitatii), and it is also digitized and available for use from the USHMM (accession number 2012.56). The Securitate was the Romanian secret police, which helped maintain and prop up Communist rule in the country. Their archives include documents pertaining to the trials that are the focus of this article, from minutes of the trials themselves to evidence used in the cases, and even minutes of interrogations with various persons of interest.


The following table lists the research collections used at the National Archives and the USHMM, as well as the issues of Scanteia mentioned in the text. Scanteia was accessed at the Central University Library of Romania, which holds all issues of the newspaper. While I read through all issues of Scanteia during the period of interest (1944-48), here I include details only for those issues directly mentioned in the text.

	Item
	Details

	National Archives of Romania (English translations in parentheses)*

	1376 Ministerul Justitiei, Directia Judiciara, Comisia Centrala Electorala, Alegeri Pentru Adunarea Deputatilor (Ministry of Justice, Judicial Directorate, Central Electoral Commission, Elections for the Deputies' Meeting), 1946
	Documents pertaining to the stolen 1946 elections, including vote counts for each electoral oﬃce, and the many detailed appeals produced by the Liberals and Peasants.

	1637 Maniu Iuliu, 1918–1947
	Some of Iuliu Maniu’s correspondence, as well as surveillance reports on him.




	Item
	Details

	2240 Presedentia Consiliului de ministri (Presidency of the Council of Ministers), 1925–1958
	Diverse documents produced by the Prime Minister’s staff, from memos to correspondence.

	2247 Ministerul de Interne, Diverse (Ministry of Interior, Misellaneous), 1910–1956
	Includes intelligence reports on the Peasants and Liberals, notes on arresting legionnaires, arrests, and lustration.

	2336 Presedentia Consiliului de ministri (Presidency of the Council of Ministers), 1944-1959
	Cabinet meeting minutes

	2869 Frontul National Democrat (National Democratic Front), 1944–1946
	Documents of the coalition formed by the leftist parties in fall 1944, including meeting minutes and propaganda materials.

	2877 Blocul National Democrat (The National Democratic Block), 1943–1944
	Documents from the coalition of parties (including Liberals, Peasants, Communists and Socialists) who organized the 1944 coup.

	3039 Presedentia Consiliului de ministri (Presidency of the Council of Ministers)
	Diverse documents produced by the Prime Minister’s staﬀ, from memos to correspondence.

	United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM)**

	2003.169 | RG-25.017M
	Status reports from police and gendarmes from Transylvania. Includes transcripts of war crimes trials held in Cluj.

	2007.94 | RG-25.042M
	Activity reports, works plans, telegrams, etc., of county committees, 1941–1953. Includes information on handling of war criminals, investigations, etc.

	2012.56 | RG-25.091M
	Collection of evidence, statements, trial minutes, 1916–1961. Includes trials of Antonescu, Maniu, etc.

	Scanteia***

	Scanteia III 685
	Issue from November 23, 1946.

	Scanteia III 872
	Issue from July 17, 1947.

	Scanteia III 873
	Issue from July 18, 1947.

	Scanteia III 893
	Issue from August 10, 1947.

	Scanteia III 960
	Issue from October 28, 1947.

	Scanteia III 961
	Issue from October 29, 1947.

	Scanteia III 962
	Issue from October 31, 1947.




	Item
	Details

	Scanteia III 965
	Issue from November 3, 1947.

	Scanteia III 967
	Issue from November 6, 1947.

	*Inventory numbers and collection names listed for the Romanian National Archives’ collections reﬂect the new, post-1989 nomenclature implemented and used by the Archives. For instance, 2869 Frontul National Democrat (National Democratic Front) was, before the revolution, Consiliul Central al Partidului Comunist Roman 49 (i.e., Central Committee of the Romanian Communist Party 49).

**These documents come from the National Council for Studying the Archives of the Security (Consiliul National pentru Studierea Arhivelor Securitatii). Inventory numbers match those used by the USHMM.

***Scanteia was accessed at the Central University Library, Carol 1. Classiﬁcation code BU Z 16.



