Appendix

Table A1: distribution of observations by randomization block
	
	Less than 12000
	Between 12000 and 49999
	More than 50000
	Total

	Région de Bruxelles-Capitale
	0
	10
	9
	19

	
	
	
	
	

	Région flamande
	103
	185
	12
	300

	
	
	
	
	

	Région wallonne
	175
	78
	9
	262

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	278
	273
	30
	581



Table A2: distribution of treatment conditions by region
	
	Région de Bruxelles-Capitale
	Région flamande
	Région wallonne
	Total

	Common citizen
	4
	60
	53
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	Common citizen + FOI
	4
	61
	52
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	Prof
	4
	60
	53
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	Prof + FOI
	4
	60
	53
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	transparencia
	3
	59
	51
	113

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	19
	300
	262
	581



Table A3: Distribution of treatment conditions by population category
	
	Less than 12000
	Between 12000 and 49999
	More than 50000
	Total

	Common citizen
	56
	55
	6
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	Common citizen + FOI
	56
	54
	7
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	Prof
	56
	55
	6
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	Prof + FOI
	55
	55
	7
	117

	
	
	
	
	

	transparencia
	55
	54
	4
	113

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	278
	273
	30
	581




Table A4: Multinomial logit: citizens vs. professors
	
	Full sample

	
	Negative_reply
	Disclosure

	Professor
	1.047
	0.577**

	
	(0.234)
	(0.136)

	
	
	

	Flanders
	0.922
	0.971

	 
	(0.673)
	(0.679)

	 
	
	

	Wallonia
	0.663
	0.417

	
	(0.489)
	(0.297)

	
	
	

	Population 
	1.592*
	1.689**

	Between 12000 and 49999
	(0.383)
	(0.432)

	
	
	

	More than 50000
	1.476
	2.957*

	
	(0.879)
	(1.641)

	Observations
	468
	

	Log-likelihood
	-491.90
	

	Wald chi2
	35.39
	

	p-value
	0.000
	


Notes: Relative risk ratios reported. Standard errors in parentheses. Base outcome: No response. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01

Table A5: Discrete changes in the predicted outcome when a municipal journal exists.
	Experimental condition
	Marginal effect
	Standard error

	Common citizen
	−0.111
	0.133

	Common citizen + FOI mention
	−0.063
	0.17

	Professor
	0.04
	0.141

	Professor + FOI mention
	−0.296*
	0.165

	Citizen via Transparencia.be
	0.076
	0.075


Notes: The table reports marginal effects, intended as discrete changes in the predicted outcome when a municipal journal changes from 0 to 1. Standard errors are calculated using the delta method. * p<0.10
Table A65: Multinomial logit: citizen vs. citizen + FOI
	
	Full sample

	
	Negative_reply
	Disclosure

	Citizen + FOI
	0.815
	1.754*

	
	(0.271)
	(0.580)

	
	
	

	Flanders
	2.212
	1.916

	 
	(2.547)
	(1.924)

	 
	
	

	Wallonia
	1.510
	0.614

	
	(1.749)
	(0.628)

	
	
	

	Population 
	1.218
	1.925*

	Between 12000 and 49999
	(0.434)
	(0.680)

	
	
	

	More than 50000
	9.077*
	12.464**

	
	(10.746)
	(14.546)

	Observations
	234
	

	Log-likelihood
	-239.73
	

	Wald chi2
	32.00
	

	p-value
	0.000
	


Relative risk ratios reported. Standard errors in parentheses.
Base outcome: No reply. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01


Table A76: Multinomial logit: citizen vs. citizen through transparencia.be
	
	Full sample

	
	Negative_reply
	Disclosure

	Transparencia
	1.028
	0.341***

	
	(0.312)
	(0.136)

	
	
	

	Flanders
	1.563
	1.771

	 
	(1.596)
	(2.055)

	 
	
	

	Wallonia
	0.810
	1.032

	
	(0.839)
	(1.218)

	
	
	

	Population 
	1.463
	3.020***

	Between 12000 and 49999
	(0.476)
	(1.276)

	
	
	

	More than 50000
	7.448*
	18.169**

	
	(8.703)
	(22.351)

	Observations
	230
	

	Log-likelihood
	-226.00
	

	Wald chi2
	30.93
	

	p-value
	0.001
	


Relative risk ratios reported. Standard errors in parentheses.
Base outcome: No reply. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01


Table A87: Multinomial logit: professor vs. professor + FOI
	
	Full sample

	
	Negative_reply
	Disclosure

	Prof + FOI
	0.361***
	0.248***

	
	(0.115)
	(0.090)

	
	
	

	Flanders
	0.445
	0.532

	 
	(0.474)
	(0.566)

	 
	
	

	Wallonia
	0.323
	0.304

	
	(0.349)
	(0.330)

	
	
	

	Population 
	2.053**
	1.502

	Between 12000 and 49999
	(0.697)
	(0.586)

	
	
	

	More than 50000
	0.444
	1.574

	
	(0.416)
	(1.206)

	Observations
	234
	

	Log-likelihood
	-234.30
	

	Wald chi2
	31.95
	

	p-value
	0.000
	


Relative risk ratios reported. Standard errors in parentheses.
Base outcome: No reply. * p<0.10, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01

Table A98: Distribution of outcomes by treatment and population size
	
	Small
	Medium
	Large

	
	No reply
	Negative reply
	Disclosure
	No reply
	Negative reply
	Disclosure
	No reply
	Negative reply
	Disclosure

	Citizen
	29 
(51.79)
	19 
(33.93)
	8 
(14.29)
	16 
(29.09)
	18 
(32.73)
	21 
(38.18)
	1 
(16.67)
	2 
(33.33)
	3 
(50.00)

	Citizen + FOI
	23 
(41.07)
	14 
(25.00)
	19 
(33.93)
	18 
(33.33)
	11 
(20.37)
	25 
(46.30)
	0 
(0.00)
	3 
(42.86)
	4 
(57.14)

	Prof
	22 
(39.29)
	17 
(30.36)
	17 
(30.36)
	11 
(20.00)
	28 
(50.91)
	16 
(29.09)
	1 
(16.67)
	2 
(33.33)
	3 
(50.00)

	Prof + FOI
	34 
(61.82)
	15 
(27.27)
	6 
(10.91)
	26 
(47.27)
	19 
(34.55)
	10 
(18.18)
	5 
(71.43)
	0 
(0.00)
	2 
(28.57)

	transparencia
	31 
(56.36)
	19 
(34.55)
	5 
(9.09)
	22 
(40.74)
	25 
(46.30)
	7 
(12.96)
	0 
(0.00)
	3 
(75.00)
	1 
(25.00)

	Observations
	
	278
	
	
	273
	
	
	30
	


Cell entries: frequency (row percentage in parentheses).

Table A109: Statistical differences among treatments after randomization – socio-economics variables
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)

	
	Population
	Median age
	Women, %
	Foreigners, %
	Per capita income
	Unemployment rate, %

	a) Common citizen
	-1486.6
	-0.326
	-0.0146
	-0.105
	-21.62
	0.104

	
	(-0.56)
	(-1.22)
	(-0.21)
	(-0.16)
	(-0.09)
	(0.46)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Common citizen + FOI
	-1283.0
	0.0676
	0.0254
	-0.385
	-3.809
	0.00653

	
	(-0.48)
	(0.25)
	(0.37)
	(-0.59)
	(-0.02)
	(0.03)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Professor
	-1420.0
	0.170
	0.0247
	-0.269
	69.39
	-0.177

	
	(-0.54)
	(0.64)
	(0.35)
	(-0.41)
	(0.30)
	(-0.78)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) Professor + FOI
	3940.7
	0.401
	-0.0298
	0.829
	-142.1
	0.0665

	
	(1.49)
	(1.51)
	(-0.43)
	(1.26)
	(-0.62)
	(0.29)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e) Transparencia
	248.8
	-0.313
	-0.00561
	-0.0693
	98.17
	0.000542

	
	(0.09)
	(-1.16)
	(-0.08)
	(-0.10)
	(0.42)
	(0.00)


t statistics in parentheses. * p<0.1, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01

Table A110: Statistical differences among treatments after randomization – politico-administrative variables
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(8)

	
	Active accounts
	Municipal journal
	Mayor gender
	Mayor age
	Years in charge
	Turnout
	Ratio Women
	Ratio Left

	a) Common citizen
	-0.0547
	-0.0225
	-0.0409
	0.194
	-0.652
	0.00196
	0.00284
	0.0170

	
	(-0.88)
	(-0.77)
	(-1.27)
	(0.22)
	(-1.03)
	(0.75)
	(0.27)
	(0.59)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	b) Common citizen + FOI
	-0.0547
	0.0188
	0.0104
	-1.119
	0.222
	0.0000363
	0.00445
	0.0116

	
	(-0.88)
	(0.64)
	(0.32)
	(-1.30)
	(0.35)
	(0.01)
	(0.43)
	(0.40)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	c) Professor
	0.142**
	-0.00257
	0.00185
	1.102
	1.097*
	0.000119
	-0.0160
	-0.0362

	
	(2.28)
	(-0.09)
	(0.06)
	(1.29)
	(1.72)
	(0.05)
	(-1.53)
	(-1.23)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	d) Professor + FOI
	-0.00339
	0.0316
	-0.0152
	0.412
	-0.127
	-0.00230
	-0.0118
	0.0102

	
	(-0.05)
	(1.09)
	(-0.47)
	(0.48)
	(-0.20)
	(-0.88)
	(-1.13)
	(0.35)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	e) Transparencia
	-0.0292
	-0.0254
	0.0439
	-0.589
	-0.541
	0.000180
	0.0205*
	-0.00262

	
	(-0.46)
	(-0.86)
	(1.34)
	(-0.68)
	(-0.84)
	(0.07)
	(1.93)
	(-0.09)


t statistics in parentheses. * p<0.1, ** p<0.05, *** p<0.01
