Did the COVID-19 Pandemic Fuel Public Support for Social Protection?

Supplementary Material

TABLE Al. Distributions of variables

Type Variable Value Wave 12 Wave 2°

DV Support for Strongly Disagree 91 3.6% 55 3.0%
Welfare Disagree 533 21.0% 399 21.8%

Agree 1384 54.4% 1003 54.7%

Strongly Agree 536 21.1% 375 20.5%

Support for Strongly Disagree 31 1.2% 20 1.1%

Redistribution Disagree 227  89% 161  8.8%

Agree 1475 58.0% 1073 58.6%

Strongly Agree 811  31.9% 578 31.6%

Support for Strongly Disagree 255 10.0% 166  9.1%

UBI Disagree 769  30.2% 544  29.7%

Agree 1105 43.4% 822  44.9%

Strongly Agree 415 163% 300 16.4%

IV Unemployment No 2320 91.2% 1626 88.8%
Experience Yes 224 88% 206 11.2%
Employment Other 479  26.1%

Status Change Always Employed 1105  60.3%

Re-employed: .Unemployment ’1 4.4%

Experience .1
Re-employed: Unemployment 76 41%
Experience
Unemployed: Unemployment 71 11%
Experience .1
Unemployed: Unemployment 73 13%
Experience

Always Unemployed 47 2.6%

Age 18-25 107 5.8%
(Categorical) 26-45 613  33.5%
46-65 904 49.3%
66+ 208 11.4%
Control Party None 1053 41.4% 912 49.8%
Identification Incumbent 917 36.0% 513 28.0%
Opposition 383 15.1% 303 16.5%

Other 191 7.5% 104 5.7%
Region Other 1644 64.6% 1181 64.5%
Honam 259  102% 189 10.3%



Youngnam 641 252% 462 25.2%

Gender Male/Other 1267 49.8% 916  50.0%
Female 1277 50.2% 916  50.0%
Marital Status Not Married 1005 39.5% 652  35.6%
Married 1539 60.5% 1180 64.4%
Household Min, Max 0 22863 0 25655
Income Mean, SD 2696 1631 2870 1863
Household Min, Max 1 11 1 11
Assets Mean, SD 4.6 3.1 5.0 33
Political Min, Max 1 10 1 10
Ideology Mean, SD 5.1 1.9 53 1.8
Age Min, Max 18 79 19 79
(Continuous) Mean, SD 46.5 150 492 14.3
Education Min, Max 1 14 1 14
Mean, SD 11.5 2.3 11.7 2.2
Total 2544  100% 1832 100%

Note: °Reported as N and % unless otherwise specified.
Abbreviations: DV. dependent variable; IV. independent variable; Min. minimum; Max. maximum; SD.
Standard deviation.

TABLE A2. Changes of attitudes between Wave 1 and Wave 2

Su

Responses Weltwe  Redurbuton OB

Wave 2 Wave 1 N % N % N %
Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree 29 1.6% 8 0.4% 82 4.5%
Disagree 21 1.1% 5 0.3% 69 3.8%
Agree 4 0.2% 4 0.2% 12 0.7%
Strongly Agree 1 0.1% 3 0.2% 3 0.2%
Disagree Strongly Disagree 31 1.7% 9 0.5% 72 3.9%
Disagree 211 11.5% 67 3.7% 287 15.7%
Agree 138 7.5% 72 3.9% 161 8.8%
Strongly Agree 19 1.0% 13 0.7% 24 1.3%
Agree Strongly Disagree 8 0.4% 4 0.2% 23 1.3%
Disagree 137 7.5% 80 4.4% 196 10.7%
Agree 722 394% 775  423% 507  27.7%
Strongly Agree 136 7.4% 214 11.7% 96 5.2%
Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree 0 0.0% 2 0.1% 6 0.3%
Disagree 13 0.7% 7 0.4% 18 1.0%
Agree 149 8.1% 207 11.3% 119 6.5%
Strongly Agree 213 11.6% 362 19.8% 157 8.6%
Total 1832 100% 1832  100% 1832  100%




"Between the following two statements, which one is closer to your opinion? For individuals’ happiness..."
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1. The government should 2. 3. 4, 5. The government should ~ Can't answer/
provide maximum welfare meet the minimum needs ~ No Response

Source: 2016 Korean General Social Survey, N = 1051

"On the whole, do you think it should or should not be the government’s responsibility to reduce
income differences between the rich and the poor?"
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Source: 2016 Korean General Social Survey, N = 1051

"Basic income is regular cash benefits that the government universally provides regardless of age, income, or

work status, with the goal of guaranteeing all citizens a minimum standard of living.
How much do you agree or disagree with implementing basic income in this country?"
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1. Strongly 2. Somewhat 3. Neither, 4. Somewhat 5. Strongly Can't answer/
disagree disagree nor agree agree No response

Source: 2018 Korean General Social Survey, N = 1031

FIGURE Al. Welfare attitudes in South Korea before the COVID-19 pandemic

TABLE A3. Ordinal logit estimates (Figure 3)

Support for Support for Support for

Welfare Redistribution UBI



)] 2) 3) 4) ) (6)

Unemployment 0.292™*  0.177"" 0.318™" 0.209"* 0.165™" 0.239™*
Experience 0.004)  (0.005)  (0.005) (0.003)  (0.003)  (0.005)
Household Income -0.00004 -0.00002 -0.0001 -0.00002 -0.0001 -0.00004

(0.0001) (0.00004)  (0.0001)  (0.00004)  (0.0001)  (0.00005)
Household Assets -0.057**  -0.074™  -0.055™ -0.075""  -0.094™"  -0.087""
0.017)  (0.015)  (0.018) 0.016)  (0.017)  (0.015)
Political Ideology -0.256"  -0.262"" -0.266™" -0.238™ -0.194™  -0.201™
0.026)  (0.022)  (0.027) 0.023)  (0.026)  (0.021)
Party: Incumbent 0.376™"  0.292™" 0.102 0.166" 0.549™" 0.474™"
0.094)  (0.082)  (0.097) 0.082)  (0.093)  (0.079)
Party: Opposition -0.177"" -0.129 -0.023 -0.038" -0.167 -0.135
(0.021) (0.113) (0.021) (0.020) (0.126) (0.107)
Party: Other 0.499™*  0.390™" 0.267"" 0.418"" 0.285™" 0.329™"
0.026)  (0.044)  (0.027) 0.019)  (0.055)  (0.042)
Region: Honam -0.225"  -0.329"" -0.093™" -0.112** -0.129"  -0.085™
0.028)  (0.023)  (0.029) 0.024)  (0.028)  (0.022)
Region: Youngnam -0.047 -0.109 -0.037 -0.077 0.039 0.005
0.100)  (0.086)  (0.103) 0.088)  (0.096)  (0.083)
Gender: Female -0.262""  -0.212" -0.430™" -0.289™* -0.273* -0.221™
0.088)  (0.076)  (0.092) 0.078)  (0.085)  (0.072)
Age -0.002 -0.004 0.010™ 0.012™* 0.008™ 0.005"
0.003)  (0.003)  (0.004) 0.003)  (0.003)  (0.003)
Education 0.008 -0.016 0.040" 0.042™ 0.010 -0.013
0.016)  (0.014)  (0.018) 0015  (0.015)  (0.013)
Marital Status: Married -0.076 -0.024 -0.119 -0.166" -0.039 -0.073
0.111)  (0.094)  (0.114) 0.097)  (0.106)  (0.090)
N 1,832 2,544 1,832 2,544 1,832 2,544
apseudo R? 0.055 0.054 0.049 0.045 0.048 0.046
AIC 3,838.386 5,353.476 3,338.066 4,648.900 4,364.086 6,103.378

Note: *p<0.1; " p<0.05 " p<0.01; " p<0.001.

Standard errors in parentheses. McFadden’s Pseudo R2. Models 1, 3, and 5 only include respondents who
answered both the Wave 1 and Wave 2 surveys. Models 2, 4, and 6 include all respondents from the Wave
1 survey.

TABLE A4. Predicted probabilities (Figure 3)

Policy Unemployment Strongly . Strongly
Attitudes Experience Disagree Disagree  Agree Agree
Support for No 0.040 0.245 0.577 0.139
Welfare Yes 0.030 0.199 0.593 0.178



Support for No 0.014 0.102 0.640 0.244

Redistribution Yes 0.010 0.077 0.605 0.307
Support for No 0.118 0.375 0.409 0.098
UBI Yes 0.102 0.350 0.435 0.114

Note: The predicted probabilities are estimated based on Models 1, 3, and 5 in Table A3. All other variables
are held either at their means (in the case of continuous variables) or modes (in the case of categorical
variables).

TABLE AS. Ordinal logit estimates (Figure 4)

Support for Support for Support for
Welfare Redistribution UBI
(1) (2) 3)
Unemployment -0.215™ -0.012 -0.236™"
Experience v (0.071) (0.072) (0.068)
Unemployment 0.495™" 0.351™ 0.385™
Experience (0.111) (0.114) (0.109)
Household Income -0.00001 -0.0001 -0.0001
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Household Assets -0.085"*" -0.048" -0.071°*
(0.017) (0.018) (0.017)
Political Ideology -0.264"*" -0.236"*" -0.158™
(0.027) (0.028) (0.027)
Party: Incumbent 0.459"" 0.150 0.569™"
(0.098) (0.102) (0.101)
Party: Opposition -0.295"*" -0.204"* -0.285"
(0.030) (0.033) (0.128)
Party: Other 0.427"" 0.630™" 0.342"
(0.015) (0.016) (0.032)
Region: Honam -0.418™" -0.247"* -0.286™"
(0.034) (0.033) (0.035)
Region: Youngnam 0.165 -0.013 0.095
(0.101) (0.104) (0.097)
Gender: Female -0.124 -0.406"*" -0.297°"
(0.089) (0.092) (0.085)
Age -0.001 0.009" 0.009™
(0.003) (0.004) (0.003)
Education 0.010 0.031° 0.025
(0.017) (0.019) (0.015)
Marital Status: Married -0.004 -0.097 0.131
0.111) (0.114) (0.107)
N 1,832 1,832 1,832



“Pseudo R? 0.061 0.046 0.039
AIC 3,789.169 3,321.169 4,379.833

Note: *p<0.1; " p<0.05 " p<0.01; " p<0.001.
Standard errors in parentheses.  McFadden’s Pseudo R?.

TABLE AG6. Predicted probabilities (Figure 4)

atindss  Experionge Diages  Diee Agee  CLOWY
Support for No 0.029 0.237 0.583 0.152
Welfare Yes 0.018 0.163 0.592 0.227
Support for No 0.012 0.102 0.643 0.243
Redistribution Yes 0.009 0.074 0.603 0.314
Support for No 0.101 0.341 0.439 0.119
UBI Yes 0.071 0.280 0.484 0.165

Note: The predicted probabilities are estimated based on the models in Table AS. All other variables are
held either at their means (in the case of continuous variables) or modes (in the case of categorical variables).

TABLE A7. Ordinal logit estimates (Figure 5)

Support for Support for Support for
Welfare Redistribution UBI
(1) (2) 3)
Always Employed 0.090 20.119 0.135
(0.095) (0.099) (0.092)
Re-employed: Unemployment -0.017 -0.050™ -0.227""
Experience v (0.016) (0.017) (0.016)
Re-employed: Unemployment 0.599™ 0.429"" 0.583"
Experience (0.014) (0.014) (0.014)
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.668™" 0.735™ 1.052
Experience v (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
Unemployed: Unemployment 1.095"" 0.193"" 0.480"*"
Experience (0.003) (0.003) (0.003)
Always Unemployed -0.697"" -0.322™" 0.074™"
(0.007) (0.008) (0.007)
Household Income -0.00001 -0.0001 -0.0001
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Household Assets -0.083™" -0.048"" -0.070™"
(0.017) (0.018) (0.017)
Political Ideology -0.263™" -0.236™" -0.152™*
(0.027) (0.028) (0.027)
Party: Incumbent 0.441™" 0.151 0.551™



(0.098) (0.102) (0.101)
Party: Opposition -0.304™ -0.201™" -0.290"
(0.031) (0.029) (0.128)
Party: Other 0.423"" 0.628"" 0.361"*"
(0.014) (0.015) (0.031)
Region: Honam -0.394™ -0.244™ -0.268™"
(0.031) (0.030) (0.029)
Region: Youngnam 0.165 -0.005 0.103
(0.101) (0.105) (0.097)
Gender: Female -0.114 -0.433"" -0.278™
(0.090) (0.093) (0.086)
Age -0.001 0.008" 0.009"
(0.003) (0.004) (0.003)
Education 0.003 0.030 0.020
(0.017) (0.019) (0.016)
Marital Status: Married -0.036 -0.096 0.124
(0.111) (0.115) (0.106)
N 1,832 1,832 1,832
Pseudo R? 0.064 0.047 0.041
AIC 3,784.189 3,324.620 4,379.393
Note: *p<0.1; " p<0.05 " p<0.01; " p<0.001.
Standard errors in parentheses.  McFadden’s Pseudo R2.
TABLE AS8. Predicted probabilities (Figures 5 and 6)
Atiudes Satus Change Disagree | Disagree Agmee T
Support for Other 0.029 0.245  0.581 0.145
Welfare Always Employed 0.027 0.230  0.587 0.156
Re-employed: Unemployment 0.030 0247 0580  0.143
Experience .1
Re-employed: Unemployment 0.016 0.155 0593 0236
Experience
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.015 0.147  0.590 0.248
Experience .1
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.010 0.102 0552 0336
Experience
Always Unemployed 0.057 0.374  0.491 0.078
Support for Other 0.011 0.095 0.636 0.257
Redistribution Always Employed 0.013 0.105  0.646 0.235



Re-employed: Unemployment

. 0.012 0.099  0.641 0.248
Experience .1
Re-employed: Unemployment 0.007 0.065  0.581 0.347
Experience
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.005 0.049  0.526 0.420
Experience .1
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.009 0.080  0.615 0.296
Experience
Always Unemployed 0.016 0.125  0.658 0.201
Support for Other 0.108 0.354  0.428 0.110
UBI Always Employed 0.096 0333 0448 0.124
Re-employed: Unemployment 0.132 0386  0.392 0.090
Experience .1
Re-employed: Unemployment 0.064 0261  0.495 0.181
Experience
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.041 0.190  0.508 0.261
Experience .1
Unemployed: Unemployment 0.070 0277 0487 0.166
Experience
Always Unemployed 0.101 0.342  0.439 0.117

Note: The predicted probabilities are estimated based on the models in Table A7. All other variables are
held either at their means (in the case of continuous variables) or modes (in the case of categorical variables).

TABLE A9. Ordinal logit estimates (Figure 7)

Support for Support for Support for
Welfare Redistribution UBI
(1 () 3)
Unemployment Experience .1 0.333™ 0.513™ -0.089
(0.071) (0.073) (0.069)
Age: 18-25 -0.038 -0.007 -0.305™"
(0.030) (0.030) (0.030)
Age: 26-45 0.061 -0.084 -0.222™"
(0.060) (0.061) (0.062)
Age: 46-65 0.113" 0.262™" 0.004
(0.053) (0.056) (0.053)
Unemployment Experience .1 0.369™ 0.225™" 0.409""
% Age: 18-25 (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
Unemployment Experience .1 -0.425™" -0.667"" 0.152™
X Age: 26-45 (0.020) (0.020) (0.017)
Unemployment Experience .1 -0.846™ -0.671"*" -0.350™"



% Age: 46-65 (0.041) (0.043) (0.041)
Unemployment Experience 0.485™" 0.355™" 0.373"
(0.088) (0.093) (0.088)
Household Income -0.00001 -0.0001 -0.0001
(0.0001) (0.0001) (0.0001)
Household Assets -0.088™" -0.050™ -0.0717
(0.017) (0.018) (0.017)
Political Ideology -0.262°" -0.233"* -0.158™
(0.026) (0.027) (0.026)
Party: Incumbent 0.452"" 0.155 0.564""
(0.097) (0.100) (0.099)
Party: Opposition -0.296™" -0.164"" -0.263"
(0.031) (0.032) (0.125)
Party: Other 0.436™" 0.611™" 0.335™
(0.015) (0.016) (0.030)
Region: Honam -0.419" -0.245™" -0.284™
(0.031) (0.031) (0.031)
Region: Youngnam 0.166 -0.023 0.094
(0.101) (0.104) (0.097)
Gender: Female -0.120 -0.405™*" -0.295™
(0.088) (0.091) (0.084)
Education 0.010 0.030 0.021
(0.017) (0.019) (0.016)
Marital Status: Married -0.039 -0.084 0.157"
(0.095) (0.099) (0.092)
N 1,832 1,832 1,832
aPPseudo R? 0.062 0.048 0.039
AIC 3,794.965 3,324.852 4,389.190
Note: *p<0.1; " p<0.05 " p<0.01; " p<0.001.
Standard errors in parentheses.  McFadden’s Pseudo R2.
TABLE A10. Predicted probabilities (Figures 7 and 8)
Juw Vemlomet S g gy S
Support for No 18-25 0.032 0.257 0.574 0.137
Welfare Yes 18-25 0.016 0.152  0.590 0.242
No 26-45 0.029 0.240  0.582 0.149
Yes 26-45 0.032 0.256  0.575 0.137



No 46-65 0.028 0.232  0.585 0.155

Yes 46-65 0.045 0.324  0.532 0.099

No 66+ 0.031 0.251  0.577 0.141

Yes 66+ 0.022 0.197  0.594 0.186

Support for No 18-25 0.014 0.111  0.652 0.224
Redistribution Yes 18-25 0.007 0.057  0.560 0.376
No 26-45 0.015 0.119  0.656 0.211

Yes 26-45 0.017 0.135  0.662 0.186

No 46-65 0.010 0.088  0.628 0.274

Yes 46-65 0.012 0.101  0.643 0.244

No 66+ 0.013 0.110  0.651 0.225

Yes 66+ 0.008 0.070  0.595 0.327

Support for No 18-25 0.122 0.372  0.407 0.099
UBI Yes 18-25 0.091 0.323  0.454 0.131
No 26-45 0.113 0.360 0.421 0.106

Yes 26-45 0.107 0.351  0.430 0.112

No 46-65 0.092 0.325 0.453 0.130

Yes 46-65 0.136 0.390 0.386 0.088

No 66+ 0.093 0.326 0.452 0.129

Yes 66+ 0.100 0.340  0.440 0.120

Note: The predicted probabilities are estimated based on the models in Table A9. All other variables are
held either at their means (in the case of continuous variables) or modes (in the case of categorical variables).
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TABLE A12. Employment status at the time of the Wave 2 survey for Individuals with COVID-19-driven
unemployment experiences (By age)

Age Employment Status N %

18-25 Employed 6 54.5%

Unemployed 0 0.0%

Other 5 45.5%

26-45 Employed 49 67.1%
Unemployed 10 13.7%

Other 14 19.2%

46-65 Employed 82 58.2%
Unemployed 27 19.1%

Other 32 22.7%

66+ Employed 20 55.6%
Unemployed 7 19.4%

Other 9 25.0%
Total 261 100.0%
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