Data collection form

Scoping Review of Qualitative Methodologies in Birth Cohort Studies
Aim

The aim of this scoping review is to provide an overview of the use of qualitative methods in longitudinal preconception and birth cohort studies. The review will discuss the range of qualitative methods used with a specific focus on methods that are used longitudinally, and with a specific focus on methods defined as ‘innovative’. Following Mannell and Davis 2019
, ‘innovative’ is defined as qualitative methods beyond standard surveys, interviews and focus groups. The review will also summarise any descriptions in the literature of the integration of qualitative methods into cohort methodologies. 
Research questions 
1.
Which Qualitative Methodologies have been used in preconception/birth cohort studies? 

2.
What features of these qualitative methods have been used longitudinally in preconception/ birth cohort studies?

3. What innovative qualitative methods have been used in preconception/birth cohort studies?

Search databases
Embase, PsychINFO, Cochrane review, Global Health, and MEDLINE. 13909 found papers but this was reduced to 8668 papers when duplicates of the papers were removed. 
Screening criteria

	Study Characteristics
	Inclusion criteria:
	Exclusion criteria:

	
	
	

	Type of study
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Primary data, qualitative systematic reviews, books
 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Protocols, commentary articles, conference papers, abstracts

	Participants


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participants from birth cohorts

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Participants from preconception or pregnancy studies that are not in birth cohorts but have innovative qualitative methods

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parents or expected parents, mothers, fathers, guardians/carers 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Babies/children/adults from the birth cohort

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Extended family including siblings and grandparents
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Researcher or health professional perspectives, or teachers
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Those in cohort studies but did not start during a birth cohort study

	Types of studies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interviews, focus groups, observations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Any methods from Davis 2019
:
Art 

Art workshops, collage, dance, decoupage, drama, drawing, drawing method of storytelling, graffiti, imprography, imitation games, improvisation, magazine collage, mural, music, painting, performative methodologies, role-play, scenario workshop, sculpture, sketching, street theatre.

Mapping 

Argument maps, body-mapping, circle map, concept mapping, digital mind maps, digital traces, emotion map, process maps, egocentric sociograms, social network

analysis, spider diagrams Multimedia Avatar representation, bio-photographic elicitation interviews, video recordings, computer mediated communication,

conversation audio recordings, documentary film, headmounted cameras, spatial montage, skype interviews, twitter

data, video shadowing, videoconference focus groups, videovoice.

Narrative 

Audio diaries, scrapbook diaries, biographic narrative, biographic workshop, creative non-fiction, creative writing, digital storytelling, dramatic writing, experimental writing, fiction writing, memory box, narrative poetry, poetic reflection, scroll-back method, stimulated recall.

Visual 

Visual dialogues, flash card activity, interpretation panels, mood boards, photo elicitation, photographic portraits as

autobiography, photography exhibition, photovoice, social vignettes.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Solely Quantitative methods (structured interviews, diagnostic interviews, survey interviews)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Biological measures 


	Types of outcome measures
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Health 
	

	
INCLUDE   FORMCHECKBOX 


	
EXCLUDE   FORMCHECKBOX 



	Reason for exclusion


	     

	Notes:        



DO NOT PROCEED IF STUDY EXCLUDED FROM REVIEW
Database search terms  (PICO)
	PICO
	Criteria
	Search terms (based on Davis 2019, Neal 2021, Watson 2022 unpublished, Birth Cohort website)

	Publication type
	Published journal articles 
	

	Study Design
	Birth cohort studies starting in preconception, pregnancy, postnatally or followed up longitudinally
	(Cohort)

adj3 
(birth OR famil* OR babies OR baby OR *born OR parent* OR children* OR pregnancy OR mother OR childhood OR child OR infant OR maternal OR father OR pre*conception)

	Population
	Families in preconception, pregnancy, postnatally or followed up longitudinally from a birth cohort study
	 

	Interventions 
	Qualitative or ethnography studies
	AND

qualitative OR interview* OR focus group* OR mixed method* OR ethnograph* OR  photovoice 

	Outcomes 
	Health outcomes of infants, children and parents
	

	Additional limits
	English language articles 
No time limit
	


� Mannell and Davis 2019. ﻿﻿Evaluating Complex Health Interventions With Randomized Controlled Trials: How Do We Improve the Use of Qualitative Methods? ﻿Qualitative Health Research 2019, Vol. 29(5) 623 –631. ﻿DOI: 10.1177/1049732319831032.





� Davis et al. 2019. Beyond interviews and focus groups: a framework for integrating innovative qualitative methods into randomised controlled trials of complex public health interventions. Trials 20:329 ﻿https://doi.org/10.1186/s13063-019-3439-8.
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