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A SET OF SHARED PROVERBS FROM THE CEDAR FOREST
TABLET OF THE STANDARD BABYLONIAN GILGAMESH AND
THE BOOK OF QOHELET 4, 9-12

By YorAaM COHEN
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The article reconstructs lines 75-80 of Tablet V of the Standard Babylonian version of the Epic of Gilgames. It
offers a re-edition of all the extant sources and uses as a recourse verses 9—12 in Chapter 4 of the Book of
Qohelet (Ecclesiastes). It then demonstrates how close the passage in the Epic of Gilgames and the verses of the
Book of Qohelet are. The article concludes with a brief discussion about the relationship between the Epic of
Gilgames and the Book of Qohelet.
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LITERARY TEXTS FROM THE SIPPAR LIBRARY V: A HYMN IN
PRAISE OF BABYLON AND THE BABYLONIANS

By ANMAR A. FADHIL AND ENRIQUE JIMENEZ
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The article presents a previously unknown hymn in praise of Marduk, the Esagil, Babylon and the Babylonians.
It contains unparalleled descriptions of the healing powers of Marduk, the splendor of Babylon, the spring
borne by the Euphrates to the city’s fields and the generosity of the Babylonians themselves. The text survives in
20 manuscripts, from the 7th to the 2nd/1st centuries BCE, and it can be shown that it was a fixture in the school
curriculum of the time. The author of this highly accomplished piece immortalized his devotion to his city, gods,
and people in words that resonated until the final decades of cuneiform culture.
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OF CAPTIVE STORM GODS AND CUNNING FOXES: NEW
INSIGHTS INTO EARLY SUMERIAN MYTHOLOGY, WITH AN
EDITION OF NI 12501

By JANA MATUSZAK
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This paper publishes the editio princeps of an Early Dynastic I1Ib tablet from Nippur, which contains a unique
yet fragmentary Sumerian narrative about the storm god ISkur’s captivity in the netherworld, from which he
appears to be rescued by Fox. While the incomplete state of preservation prevents a reconstruction of the plot,
individual motifs can be traced across the entire cuneiform corpus, allowing for a preliminary case study of
continuity and change over more than two millennia of Mesopotamian mythological literature.
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STAIRWAYS TO HEAVEN AND RELATED MATTERS:
NEW LIGHT ON NERGAL AND ERESKIGAL

By ABRAHAM WINITZER
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The paper posits a link between the Standard Babylonian Version of Nergal and Ereskigal and the Jacob Cycle
in Genesis (Gen 25-35), one anchored by the former story’s cosmic stairway and the stairway with its top in
heaven appearing to Jacob in his famous dream. It is argued that the proper understanding of the motive for
that specific parallel opens the door to a considerably broader one, which offers important insight on the two
traditions. This broader parallel informs on different aspects of Nergal and Ereskigal, including theological and
historical issues that appear to stand behind that story. Such contact, it is suggested, challenges established
Assyriological thinking about the place of comparative perspectives in the study of Mesopotamian literature.

IRAQ (2025) 86 111-125 Doi:10.1017/irq.2024.20


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4676-4132
https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2024.19
https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2024.20

ABSTRACTS 3

ORALITY, VOICING, AND INTERRUPTION IN BABYLONIAN
AND ASSYRIAN LITERATURE

By MARTIN WORTHINGTON
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This paper unfolds in three steps. First it draws attention to how the import of Babylonian and Assyrian belles
lettres can be affected by the manner in which the utterances are ‘voiced’. Second, it highlights interruption as a
particular instance of this, proposing cases where characters are likely to be interrupting each other (the first
treatment of this issue in Assyriology). Finally, it argues that the distribution of speech formulae in Gilgames
associates one such formula with interruption and aggression more than another.
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EN-HEDU-ANA: THE BIRTH OF LITERATURE THROUGH
THE GODDESS

By ANNETTE ZGOLL
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Who created literary texts in ancient Mesopotamia, and did the Mesopotamians have a concept of “literature”
(— 1)? A core witness is the song Innana B [ nin me §ara (NMS — 2). New translations and an inductive analysis
of references to text, addressee, and speaker reveals NMS to be created by a priestess for a war ritual (— 3).
Instead of staking a claim to authorship, however, the song stresses a claim for priesthood (— 4). New evidence
shows why: the creators of ritual songs are gods, and En-hedu-ana is only allowed to create such a song when
she herself acts as a priestess embodying a deity (— 5 and 6). The last section will offer proof that NMS belongs
to the category of literature, from both ancient and modern perspectives, and explain why it is also to be
regarded as both a mythic and ritual text (— 7).The analysis demonstrates the birth of literature through the
goddess Nin-gal, embodied in En-hedu-ana.
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QUATRE FRAGMENTS LITURGIQUES SUMERIENS DU MUSEE
DE BIRMINGHAM. SECONDE PARTIE

By ANTOINE CAVIGNEAUX
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Edition with translation of a Sumerian liturgical fragment kept today in Birmingham City Museum. Three such
fragments were edited in a previous article (Irag 85). The fourth fragment tells us a dramatic story of Dumuzi in
the steppe, which, thanks to the help of loving women and of the gods Utu and Nanna, finds a happy end.
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PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF THE RURAL LANDSCAPES OF
IRON AGE IMPERIAL MESOPOTAMIA PROJECT’S 2022-2023
SEASONS AT QACH RRESH (KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ)

By PETRA M. CREAMER, KYRA KAERCHER, GLYNNIS MAYNARD, NADER BABAKR, AHMAD JODAT,
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This article presents the preliminary results of investigations at the site of Qach Rresh on the Erbil Plain of the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, conducted by the Rural Landscapes of Iron Age Imperial Mesopotamia project
(RLIIM). The site of Qach Rresh is estimated to have been founded in the mid-eighth century B.C.E., at the
height of the Assyrian Empire, and continued to be utilised in varying capacity until the onset of the Hellenistic
period (c. 320 B.C.E.). Magnetic gradiometry survey and excavations currently suggest that Qach Rresh served
as a rural administrative/storage center during the Assyrian Empire, which fell into disrepair following the
empire’s collapse. The following post-Assyrian/Iron Age III period then saw several of its large buildings
repurposed as refuse areas containing debris from largely domestic contexts. Qach Rresh is the first rural
settlement investigated within the Assyrian imperial heartland. The results from this project seem to indicate a
high degree of Assyrian state or elite involvement in the countryside, serving as a critical first foray into
assessing the relationship between urban governing centers and their “hinterlands”.
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THE URUK BEVEL-RIM BOWL: NEW INSIGHTS ON
TECHNOLOGY, MULTI-FUNCTION AND DISPERSAL

By JiLL GOULDER
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Interpretation of the function and role of the Mesopotamian — and peri-Mesopotamian — bevel-rim bowl (BRB)
is enriched by recent residue analysis methods. A promising theme of secondary and even alternative primary
uses of the BRB in the Uruk periphery during the fourth millennium B.C. is emerging. [ make the case for such
uses hinging not on its general utility as a small rough bowl (where it would compete with a range of conical
cups) but on its pivotal characteristics: a sophisticated system of rapid, low skilled, production line manufacture
of containers with specific features (notably thick walls for heat retention), and with an elegant technology-
transfer concept of a single BRB as a portable manufacturing template and mould, notably suited to mobile
groups. The BRB’s novel ‘system’ suggests it was initially devised for one specific purpose — as I argue, for large-
scale baking of leavened bread, perhaps for commensal feasting events. But the renowned BRB discard stacks
or stockpiles (perhaps from single-use commensality events or seasonal batch BRB manufacture) lent them
readily to secondary use, notably in the Uruk periphery, where their original cultural resonance may have been
diluted. The BRB’s virtues of speed and ease of manufacture might well then have encouraged production for
more general purposes and new needs, including culinary — an evolution potentially detectable through
morphology. The residue analysis to date additionally suggests a specific functional factor in the adoption of
BRBs for secondary and eventually primary use: their heat retentive capabilities, making them specifically
valuable as ‘thermal paint-pots’ for meltable materials such as bitumen, beeswax and animal fats. These
materials could be heated in a larger vessel and decanted into thermally efficient BRBs for use, perhaps with a
form of paintbrush, for coating, in a wide range of industrial and other uses.

IRAQ (2025) 86 227-241 Doi:10.1017/irq.2024.12


https://doi.org/10.1017/irq.2024.12

6 ABSTRACTS

NEUE ALTBABYLONISCHE TEXTE AUS SADUPPUM
(TALL HARMAL)

By LArtH MAJEED HUSSEIN
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This article provides an edition of a group of unpublished cuneiform tablets frgm the Old Babylonian period
(c. 2003-1595 BCE) excavated at the archaeological site of Tall Harmal, ancient Saduppim. The texts consist of
economic accounts as well as one round school tablet. The former in particular highlight some aspects of agriculture
and land use when the city was under the control of king Ibal-pi-El II (1779-1765 BCE) of Esnunna. Thanks to the
systematic excavations, most of the Saduppim texts are stored in the Iraq Museum and can fortunately be
associated with their archaeological context, which makes it easier to reconstruct their archival relationships.
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THE THIRD MILLENNIUM B.C.E. POTTERY SEQUENCE OF
SOUTHERN MESOPOTAMIA: POTTERY CHRONOLOGY AS SEEN
FROM TELL ZURGHUL/NIGIN, MOUND A

By DAvIDE NADALI AND Luca VoLpi
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Excavations carried out between 2016 and 2022 on the main mound (Mound A) of Tell Zurghul/Nigin, in Areas
D and E, have revealed a long occupational sequence of the site during a large part of the third millennium
B.C.E. The identification of three main phases of use of the area, which are in turn divided into five
Architectural Phases, shows that the mound was utilized in different ways between the late Early Dynastic
I period and the end of the third millennium B.C.E. The sequence allows the various phases of use to be
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associated with specific periods in the life of the settlement, coinciding with the rulers of the First Dynasty of
Lagash and Gudea’s works on the site. The chrono-typological analysis of the pottery repertoire from Areas
D and E has established dating for the materials recovered and provides additional information useful for a
general reassessment of the ceramic chronology of third millennium B.C.E. Mesopotamia. Materials from
Architectural Phases I and II are assigned at the ceramic level to the late Akkadian/post-Akkadian/early Ur III
horizon. Pottery from Architectural Phases 111 and IV are assigned, respectively, to the ED IIIB/early Akkadian
and the ED IIIA-B horizons, while materials from Architectural Phase V are assigned to a late ED I/
transitional ED I-ED IIIA horizon.
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CENTRALIZED URBAN PLANNING AND ECONOMIC
SEGREGATION: WEALTH INEQUALITY AT TELL ASMAR AND
KHAFAJAH, MESOPOTAMIA

By Yoko NISHIMURA
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This article explores a possible correlation between centralised planning and economic homogenisation within
residential neighbourhoods in ancient cities. Pre-planned and constructed urban living quarters may have
contributed to the concentration of residents with similar levels of material wealth. Distinct groups of people
may be identified among different districts, neighbourhoods or specific sections within a neighbourhood at the
intra-site level. Several examples from different parts of the world are given to show this correlation. Also, a case
study to test this correlation is drawn from the third millennium B.C. cities of Tell Asmar and Khafajah in
central Mesopotamia. Excavations at these sites unearthed dozens of houses within residential neighbourhoods,
with one of the occupation areas at Khafajah displaying a well-structured project dating to around 2400-2300
B.C. Utilizing the Gini coefficient and Lorenz curve, I observe that the houses constructed as part of the
centralised project exhibit a slightly higher degree of economic similarity compared to those houses found at
other levels within these sites.
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GIRD-I BEGUM - REPORT ON THE 2022 EXCAVATIONS

By SusaN Porrock, REINHARD BERNBECK, NOLWEN Ror, M. Bianca D’ANNA,
Hussein HAMA GHARIB, CLARA ABAI, JANA EGER, J. LENNARD SCHONBERG,
MaALINDA TorLAay AND Lisa WoLFF-HEGER
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In the summer of 2022, renewed excavations were conducted at the site of Gird-i Begum in the Shahrizor Plain,
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The project aims to examine patterns of mobility, exchange, and resource acquisition
practiced by the inhabitants of Gird-i Begum over time. To do so we re-examine the stratigraphic sequence, with
a focus on continuities and breaks in site occupation. While the earliest occupation of the site dates to the Halaf
period, with limited occupation traces attested during the Ubaid period, the settlement appears to have reached
its largest extent during the Late Chalcolithic, which was one of the main foci of this year’s investigations. Our
excavations confirmed the presence of Late Chalcolithic levels on the Upper Mound, with an analysis of the
pottery as well as 14C dates indicating a chronological span from LC 3 to early LC 4. Work on the Lower
Mound brought to light a substantial and previously undocumented Early Bronze Age occupation phase in the
early third millennium B.C.E. The massive presence of snails characterizing layers of both periods additionally
raised intriguing questions about subsistence strategies and potential crisis at the site.
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TEXT, CONTEXT, AND IMAGE: TAKING ANOTHER LOOK AT
THE UBANA TARASU GESTURE
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The gesture of the pointing finger performed by the Assyrian king and, sometimes, his officials and depicted on
several monuments is commonly labelled by scholars as ubana tarasu (to extend the finger and point), and
variously interpreted as a gesture of homage, or prayer, or adoration to the deities. The article questions this
generally accepted reading and proposes to interpret the pointing finger gesture as a simple deictic gesture, thus
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deprived of any religious connotation. It is concluded that the gesture had not intrinsic meaning but was
intentionally used to point at and highlight important elements outside the monument or within the carved
inscription or the image.
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