Figure S1: Actors presenting maize seed product concepts for videos to be shown to farmers in Uganda
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Figure S2: Locations of sampled farmers in Kenya and Uganda    
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Table S1: Scripts for presenting product concepts 
	Product concept
	Script

	Resilience
	This variety is called the “Resilient” variety. 
It resists some of the major stresses that affect maize production. These stresses include: 
· Sporadic and low rainfall
· diseases such as maize lethal necrosis and leaf blight  
· low soil fertility 
You can expect a maize yield that is similar to your neighbor’s when there are good conditions during the growing season—plenty of rain and none of the diseases that I mentioned.
But here’s the interesting part: you can expect a maize yield that is higher than your neighbors’ when there is little rain or when the diseases such as maize lethal necrosis and leaf blight are present in the area. Of course, the yield won’t be as good as a normal season but the damage to your crops will be reduced.
Fertilizer needs of this variety are lower compared to popular varieties on the market. In a period of 4 months, it will be ready for harvest for home consumption or sales.

	Drought Escape
	This variety is called the “Drought Escape” variety. 
If you are concerned about the rains and avoiding drought, then this may be the option for you. It is suitable for early harvesting. 
Other products tend to mature at 4 months or 125 days. But you can harvest this variety after 3 and a half months or 110 days. Just remember that by harvesting early, you’ll get a lower yield than average for your farm. But you will reduce the danger of losing a harvest to drought. 
This variety has good resistance against diseases such as leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis, you can expect a maize yield that is higher than your neighbors’ when these diseases are present in the area. Fertilizer needs of this variety are similar with popular varieties on the market. The harvest can be used for sales or home consumption.		

	Food and fodder
	This variety is called the “Food and Fodder” variety. 
It is focused on both your food needs as well as the needs of dairy animals. 
What is interesting about this variety is that besides your maize yield, it provides excellent fodder (from the stem and leaves of the plant) with high fiber content. This can be used as green fodder directly after harvest or dried and stored for later use.
This variety has moderate resistance against drought or diseases like leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis but there will be yield loss if drought or these diseases occur. Fertilizer needs of this variety are similar with popular varieties on the market. You will have your normal yield in a period of about four months.
Both the fodder and the grain can be used for your own household, or it can be sold.

	Home use
	This variety is called the “Home Use” variety. 
It is focused on ensuring your family has enough maize to eat until your next harvest. 
What is interesting about this variety is that grain quality is prioritized:
· The quality of kernels allows household storage for up to 6 months without major losses due to rotting or weevil damage, without special storage bags or silos
· The variety has good flour conversion to ensure you have a good return of milled grain 
· The variety gives a sweet taste to your posho or ugali.
This variety has moderate resistance against drought or diseases like leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis but there will be yield loss if drought or these diseases occur. Fertilizer needs of this variety are similar with popular varieties on the market. You will have your normal yield in a period of about four months.
The primary focus of this variety is home consumption, but it can be sold as well.

	Green maize
	This variety is called the “Green Maize” variety. 
It is focused on meeting the needs of the fresh green maize market.
The interesting thing about this variety is that it combines a sweet taste with long cobs and good grain filling. This combination makes it a fitting variety for the fresh market. The remaining forage can be used for cattle feed.
This variety has moderate resistance against drought or diseases like leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis but there will be yield loss if drought or these diseases occur. Fertilizer needs of this variety are similar with popular varieties on the market. You will have your normal yield in a period of about four months.
The main focus of your harvest is on sales for the fresh market but it can be sold as grain or used for home consumption.

	Livestock feed
	This variety is called the “Feed” variety. 
This variety provides great feed for animals such as chicken and pigs. 
The interesting thing about this variety is that it has a very high nutritional value. This gives the maize a yellow color but makes it better than white maize for animal feed. 
It can be used for your own chickens or pigs or sold to other farmers or industries looking for animal feed. However, it is less useful for sales on the local market due to its yellow color and the market demand for white maize.
This variety performs well under high density planting, gives more yield than your average variety but also has higher fertilizer needs compared to popular varieties on the market. 
This variety matures in about four months. This variety has weak resistance against drought or diseases like leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis so there will be severe yield loss if drought or these diseases occur.

	Intercropping (with beans)
	This variety is called the “Intercropping” variety. 
It performs best when you alternate maize rows with beans. 
What is interesting about this variety is that it benefits from the wider spacing and gives bigger plants that often grow double cobs.
So you can expect a higher maize yield per plant. However, since by intercropping you will have a lower number of maize plants per acre, there will be less maize yield in total.
Another advantage is that you will need less fertilizer since intercropping with beans increases the nitrogen levels in your soil. This will benefit your crops in the subsequent seasons as well. 
This variety has moderate resistance against drought or diseases like leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis but there will be yield loss if drought or these diseases occur. It will be ready for harvest in a period of four months and can be used for home consumption or sales.	

	Family nutrition
	This variety is called the “Nutritious” variety.
This variety is rich in Vitamin A which is good for your overall health and a key nutrient for young children. Vitamin A shortages can result in blindness or bad growth of children. 
The Vitamin A content means that it has a bright orange color. This comes from beta-carotene, a substance that can also be found in carrots. This variety is good for your overall health and tastes the same as white maize.  
This variety has moderate resistance against drought or diseases like leaf blight or maize lethal necrosis but there will be yield loss if drought or these diseases occur. Fertilizer needs of this variety are similar with popular varieties on the market. You will have your normal yield in a period of about four months.
You can use this variety in your household or sell it but it is also very interesting for schools where many children can benefit from high vitamin levels.
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