Ethical Approval Details
The project was screened for ethical concerns by the relevant university research ethics office, as well as the funding body. Approval was granted on 21 February 2013. The approval process required detailing data gathering activities, thinking through potential harm to respondents and amelioration strategies, confirmation that children will not be involved, and explaining plans for training research assistants, storage of data as well as anonymizing practices. 
Participants were approached through snowballing techniques. Initial contact was made with refugees and migrants in local neighbourhoods and free clinics.  Interviews were conducted through informed and voluntary consent of participants. Permission was sought and granted by the university ethics review office to read out the consent form in vernacular languages. No monetary reward was offered to participants in these discussions. Confidentiality of respondents has been maintained through pseudonyms and hiding details of precise interview locations beyond noting the city and date. Interview transcripts can, however, lead to identification of respondents. Interview transcripts are stored in password protected computers. 




INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARTICIPANTS

Research Ethics Office Reference Number:REP-L/12/13-1

YOU WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS INFORMATION SHEET

We would like to invite you to participate in this original research project. You should only participate if you want to; choosing not to take part will not disadvantage you in any way. Before you decide whether you want to take part, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what your participation will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.  Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.
· Aims of the research and possible benefits
The project aims to develop an understanding of the life that you left behind in the tribal areas as well as of the means through which you were able to settle in this new locality. We hope that the project will result in recording the long term impact of the war in the region which goes much beyond counting the number of people killed and injured. 
· How the project is being funded?
The project is being funded by the European Research Council. This is a research body funded by different European countries. 
· Who are we recruiting? 
We are looking to collect oral histories from men and women older than 16 years who have moved out of the tribal areas in the last five to ten years. 
· How long will it take?
We understand that the process of recounting your own life and a way of life that you left behind in the tribal areas is time consuming. We recognize that this will take more than one sitting of an hour or so to record. We expect this to require close to five or six hours of your time but do not expect you to make that much time available on one day. We will work around your schedule.
· Will this data be confidential?
The information you provide us will not be shared with any external agency, institution or person in its raw form. When we publish the results of this research, we will change your name. If you want to be named and quoted as such, do please let us know. The data we gather here will be stored in the office of the Principal Investigator and Research Assistants will hand over all interview transcripts they have before they leave the job. At any point in this process, if you feel uncomfortable and would like to withdraw from participation, you can do so. 
· Are there any possible benefits to you? 
The research does not involve any payment to you. We hope that a detailed record of the tribal way of life will help clear many misconceptions about it. In addition, we hope that the research will help raise public awareness about the difficulties faced by people in your situation. 
It is up to you to decide whether to take part or not. If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw from the study at any time and without giving a reason.

If you have any questions or require more information about this study, please contact the researcher using the following contact details: Dr. Humeira Iqtidar (Humeira.iqtidar@kcl.ac.uk) 
