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SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL 3. 

RECORDING INDIGENOUS ORAL HISTORY IN THE GREAT BASIN

Numerous collections of Numic tales and legends have been published, but the meanings of these stories and beliefs have only rarely been explored. Most were summarized in English, often with extensive editing (e.g. Fowler and Fowler 1971; Lowie, 1909; Steward 1936, 1943; Wewa and Gardner 2017). Only a few were published in the original languages (e.g., Crum and Dayley 1997; Laird 1984; Miller 1972; Sapir 1930; Shimkin 1947; Zigmond 1980). Many feel that such collections of tales and legends “do much to distort and corrupt the mythological corpus they represent” (Myers, 2006:4; see also Wewa and Gardner 2017:xlii). 
John Wesley Powell conducted the first anthropological fieldwork among the Numa, wrapped within a framework of unilinear social evolution that characterized “savages” with “childish” thinking and a “zootheistic” religion (Fowler and Fowler 1971:21; Myers 2006:5). Well versed in both the Ute and Southern Paiute languages, Powell recorded Numic tales by preparing summaries, sometimes with the help of an interpreter. He did not record songs and chants that accompanied these stories and omitted all scatological and sexual references (Fowler and Fowler 1971:19). 
In 1875, Powell commissioned Stephen Powers to make a general study of tribes along the eastern Sierran slope for Philadelphia’s Centennial Exhibition of 1876 (Powers 1877: 449). Powell had been encouraging Powers to publish the latter’s “Tribes of California,” which ultimately appeared as volume 3 of the Contributions to North American Ethnology (Powers 1877). Powell personally visited Powers on his southern Ohio farm in July 1875 to persuade him to accept the commission. Powers spent the month of October 1875 in western Nevada among the Northern Paiute Indians at Pyramid Lake, Honey Lake, and Walker Lake, and among the Washo around Carson City. After this, he went south to Owens Valley then across the Sierra Nevada to Bakersfield, thence to San Francisco. From there, he went into northern and central California, returning from San Francisco to Ohio in late January 1876.
Franz Boas (1891) viewed traditional folktales as key ethnographic sources, tracking folkloric transmission by diffusion among contiguous tribes to reveal earlier histories of cultural contact (Dorson 1963). Boas served as the founding editor of the Journal of American Folklore (1908 through 1924) and urged anthropologists to record all such relevant tales in detail, including all variants of each story. 
Boas transmitted these perspectives directly to Great Basin ethnography at the dawn of the twentieth century. In his dual roles as curator at the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) and Columbia University professor, Boas sent Alfred Kroeber, his first graduate student, to conduct ethnographic fieldwork in Utah, Wyoming, and Idaho. Overall, Kroeber worked among the Northern Ute, Chemehuevi, Northern Paiute and Kawaiisu (1901, 1908, 1925). During the summer of 1900, Kroeber recorded 12 Uinta Ute tales, all but one transcribed in English, the other “based on a loosely translated text” (Kroeber 1901:252). Kroeber later recorded a version of the Chemehuevi origin tale, perhaps a synopsis of two or three individual stories (1908). 
Boas furthered Great Basin ethnographic fieldwork by arranging for AMNH to sponsor Robert Lowie, another of his graduate students. Lowie spent the spring of 1906 among the Northern (Lemhi) Shoshone, tasked by Boas (1) to collect material culture for a potential AMNH exhibition, and (2) to research and write the first ethnography of the Northern Shoshone (Lowie 1909; 1963). Lowie eventually recorded 63 variants of 39 tales among the Northern Shoshone, each transcribed as translations from interpreters (1909:233–299).
Lowie also worked among the Ute, Southern Paiute, Western Shoshone, and Paviotso between 1912 and 1915 (1923, 1924a, 1924b). Drawing upon previous fieldwork by H. H. St. Clair (Bureau of American Ethnology) among the Shoshone of Wyoming, Lowie published 10 tales from the Eastern Shoshone and 11 more from the Comanche (St. Clair and Lowie 1909:265–282). In 1912, Lowie collected 74 tales (some with multiple variations) from the Southern Ute of Ignacio (Utah). In 1914, he recorded 57 additional tales (several with multiple variations) from the Paviotso at Pyramid Lake, Fallon, and Lovelock, with an additional consultant from Walker River (Lowie 1924a, 1924b).
Edward Sapir, another Boas student, took up research among the Kaibab Southern Paiute and Uintah Utes in 1909–1910. Then affiliated with the University of Pennsylvania, Sapir also worked closely with Tony Tillohash, a young Southern Paiute from Kaibab who was attending nearby Carlisle Institute. In all, Sapir recorded 19 tales, 12 in English and the rest in the Numic language, which were subsequently published in both interlinear and free translations (Sapir 1930a, 1930b, 1931).
The only professional linguist among the Boasian students, Sapir (1910:456) speculated that “had most or all of the many American myths now already published been collected as fully dictated texts, there is small doubt that Indian mythologies would be more clearly seen to have their peculiarities of style and character as well as incident. A myth obtained only in English may sometimes be more complete as a narrative than the same myth obtained in text, but will nearly always have much of the baldness and lack of color of a mere abstract.” Sapir emphasized the importance of “song recitative“ narration in southern Paiute ritual life (Sapir 1910). His consultants stressed that some characters (such as Porcupine, Chipmunk, Skunk, and Badger) were represented only by talking, but others sang regularly (including Wolf, Mountain-Bluejay, Gray-Hawk, Sparrow- Hawk, Eagle, Lizard, and Rattlesnake). 
Second-generation Boasians kept contributing to Great Basin ethnographic research. During the summer of 1909, J. Aldon Mason (a Kroeber student at the University of California) collected 30 tales from the Uinta Ute at White Rock, Utah (1910:299–363), four translated from Indigenous storytellers and the rest recorded in “broken English” (Mason 1910:299). In 1930, Isabelle Kelly (also trained by Kroeber) collected 38 tales among the Northern Paiutes of Surprise Valley (1932, 1938:395–401). Julian Steward (a Kroeber and Lowie student) recorded 47 tales during the summers of 1927 and 1928, the majority from the Northern Paiutes in Owens Valley (especially from Big Pine and Bishop), a few from Mono Lake Paiute, and several others from the Shoshone of Lone Pine. In 1935, Steward collected 34 more tales from 11 consultants, published as Some Western Shoshoni Myths (1943).
In the mid-1930s, Anne Cooke (a graduate student at Yale) conducted ethnographic research for her two-volume doctoral dissertation (Smith 1940). She recorded tales from Northern Ute communities at Uinta, White River, and Uncompahgre, published posthumously (Smith1992; see also Jorgenson 1992) as 96 tales (some classified as historical tales) drawn from the 113 tales in her dissertation. In the fall of 1939, Cooke also collected multiple tales from the Goshute of Deep Creek (Utah) and various Western Shoshone consultants throughout Nevada (Smith 1993; see also Fowler 1993). 
Beverly Crum, a Western Shoshone linguist, published a single tale in both Western Shoshone and English (1993; see also Crum, 1983; Crum and Dayley 1997). Demitri Shimkin (1947:329–352) collected 21 tales from Eastern Shoshone consultants. Rather than publishing these tales as a corpus, Shimkin (1941, 1942, 1947a–c, 1949a, b, 1953, 1980, 1986) used the stories as examples to illustrate the functioning of various cultural elements. Carl Malouf and Elmer Smith (1947:369–377) published an article addressing various Gosiute characters. 
William R. Parker, a representative of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, was an avocational ethnographer adopted into the Southern Paiute tribe. He received permission from selected tribal members to publish 25 legends at Cedar City, Utah, collected 1921–1923 (Palmer 1946). A year after Powell’s ethnographic materials were published by Fowler and Fowler (1971), Wick Miller (1972:33–102) published stories from five Goshute consultants. 
Maurice Zigmond (1980) published 149 stories or variants from the Kawaiisu as recorded by himself, Theodore McDown, and Stephan Cappanari. Carobeth Laird (1984) published 38 stories as narrated by her husband George Laird, a Chemehuevi man who died in 1940 (and was previously a consultant to John Peabody Harrington). Myers (2006:13) terms the Laird corpus of legends as “markedly different” because it represents a strictly Indigenous interpretation of the mythic world.
In 2017, Wilson Wewa published Legends of the Northern Paiute, a collection of 21 stories and legends. A descendant of Paiute Chief Paulina and Chief Weahwewa (the name Wewa is a shortening of the original family name), he first heard these tales from his grandmother in 1970. Over the next four decades, Wewa learned additional tales from Paiute and Shoshone elders, aunts, and uncles of the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, Duck Valley, Fort McDermitt, Pyramid Lake, Burns Paiute, and Walker River Reservations as well as those in the community at Fort Bidwell, CA. 

RECORDING WÁ∙ŠIW ORAL HISTORY 

Early ethnographic accounts from Wá∙šiw (Washoe) consultants include Powers (Fowler and Fowler, 1970), Barrett (1917), a list of kinship terms by Kroeber (1925:569–573, 944), and notes on Wá∙šiw games (Culin 1907:199, 265, 32., 335, 396, 523, 664, 704). In his Lakes of the Sky, George Warton James (1915:50–51) published five Wá∙šiw tales collected by W. W. Price at Fallen Leaf Lodge (including a version of “Theft of Fire”).  
Robert Lowie spent several weeks in 1926 working with Wá∙šiw consultants Dave Cheney (Minden, NV), Jack Pitts, and Bill Cornbread (Coleville, CA). In addition to publishing a general ethnographic account covering social life, religion, and material culture, Lowie (1939), recorded 18 tales plus some fragments (published as English translations). Lowie (1963; published posthumously) contains a few additional tales and shorter excerpts also recorded in 1926, including a brief “Rebuke to Pine Nut Thief” published with interlinear translation.
Grace Dangberg recorded three tales during the summers of 1919 and 1920 at Minden; Dangberg worked with Wá∙šiw consultants, Blind Mike and elder Bill Fillmore, and with Henry Moses Rupert, who assisted in the translations, to publish in both the Wá∙šiw language and English (Dangberg, 1927:394).[footnoteRef:1] At that point, the Washo language remained “practically unrecorded” (see also Dangberg 1968). [1:  Danberg (1968) republished these narratives with watercolor illustrations by Henry Moses Rupert, a young tribal member; William Jacobson checked the translation.] 
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