Appendix A. The Votefoot Survey and Sample
We constructed a website (votefoot.org) that presented the list of 30 candidates nominated by France Football for the 2016 Ballon d’Or award and invited participants to vote for the best player of the year. Voting was open to anyone, anywhere, and available in English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, and Spanish. No financial or other material incentives were provided to participants.

The data are based on a convenience sample, given that information about the population of soccer fans – census-like demographic information – does not exist and traditional sampling procedures therefore were not available to us. (See, Coppock, Leeper and Mullinix 2018 for a discussion of the use of convenience sampling to address political science questions.) However, because we did want to attract soccer fans specifically, by virtue of self-selection into the survey, we captured those with a strong interest in the sport. We investigated this assumption with the help of a question that asked respondents’ interest in soccer. On a 1-10 scale that asked respondents’ interest in soccer, the average response was 8.05.

We did not restrict voting by age. Voting age is 18 in most countries (16 in some). We assume that it is reasonable that young citizens are well informed about soccer and therefore included respondents 16 years of age and older (our results do not change when we included only respondents 18 years and above). To prevent respondents from voting more than once, we tracked IP addresses and we only allowed one vote per IP address. Thus, each respondent’s choice was counted only once. The votes were followed by a brief survey to elicit responses to a variety of attitudinal and demographic questions. A total of 4,700 participants from 102 different countries participated in the election between November and December 2016 – that is, during the time of the Ballon d’Or selection. Our multivariate analyses are confined our analyses here to the 3,234 participants from 90 countries who provided valid responses to all survey questions used.


Appendix B. Question Wording

Barcelona and Real Madrid fan. “Which club, or clubs do you support?” (only one response)

· ‘Only one club’

· ‘More than one club’

· ‘No club in particular’

Follow-up question: “Name(s) of clubs you support.” 

Recoded (1) to denote mention of Barcelona/Real Madrid, (0) otherwise.

Reasons for watching soccer. “When you watch a game, what is more important for you ? Some people care more about who wins and loses, while others care more about how the game is played. How about you: What’s more important – results or quality of play?” (only one response)

· ‘Watching a well played game’

· ‘Seeing your team win the game’

· ‘Both are equally important’

· ‘I don’t know’

Recoded into two variables, where (1) indicates ‘watching a well played game’ or ‘seeing your team win the game’, (0) otherwise.

Reasons for vote choice. “You just voted for the best player in the world. For what reason do you consider this player to be the best in the world? (tick all that apply) (several responses possible)

· ‘He has displayed the highest level of skill and talent’

· ‘He has helped his team win important games or a trophy’

· ‘I like his style of play best’

College Education. “What is your level of education?”

· Primary education (7 years at school or less)

· Secondary education (up to 11 years at school)

· Upper education (more than 11 years at school or university) Prefer not to answer

Recoded into a dummy variable, where (1) indicates ‘upper education’, (0) otherwise.

Married. “Are you...

· Single

· Living with a partner

· Divorced Widow/widower

· Prefer not to answer

Recoded into a dummy variable, where (1) indicates ‘living with a partner’, (0) otherwise.

Big city. “Do you live in…”

· A rural area

· Small city

· Big city

· Prefer not to answer

Recoded into a dummy variable, where (1) indicates ‘big city’, (0) otherwise.

Religious. “How often do you attend religious services?”

· Often

· Sometime

· Seldom

· Prefer not to say

Recoded into a dummy variable, where (1) indicates ‘often’, (0) otherwise.

Current player. “Do you play football?” (only one response)

· Yes in a club

· Yes but only occasionally

· Not currently, but I have played organized football in the past (in a team)

· Not currently, but have played the game in the past (in school or with friends)

· I’ve never played

· Prefer not to answer

Recoded into a dummy variable, where (1) indicates ‘yes in a club, (0) otherwise.


Appendix C. Summary Statistics

	Variable
	Mean
	Std.
	Min
	Max

	Messi points
	1.74
	2.09
	0
	5

	Ronaldo points
	1.78
	2.07
	0
	5

	Barcelona Fan
	0.04
	0.20
	0
	1

	Real Madrid Fan
	0.06
	0.24
	0
	1

	Watch for victory
	0.18
	0.39
	0
	1

	Watch for well played game
	0.31
	0.46
	0
	1

	Player's skill & talent
	0.66
	0.46
	0
	1

	Player has won games & trophies 
	0.60
	0.49
	0
	1

	Like player's style
	0.46
	0.50
	0
	1

	Winning v. style scale
	0.43
	0.36
	0
	1

	Female
	0.07
	0.25
	0
	1

	Married
	0.57
	0.49
	0
	1

	College
	0.90
	0.30
	0
	1

	Big city
	0.62
	0.48
	0
	1

	Religious services (often)
	0.04
	0.21
	0
	1

	Age
	32.53
	10.78
	16
	94

	Active player
	0.12
	0.33
	0
	1



Appendix D. Regression Results

	Regression Analysis of Vote for Ronaldo and Messi
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Variable
	Messi
	 
	Ronaldo
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Club Affinity
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	   Real Madrid Fan
	-0.714
	***
	1.464
	***
	 

	 
	(.142)
	 
	(.143)
	 
	 

	   Barcelona Fan
	1.460
	***
	-0.594
	***
	 

	 
	(.157)
	 
	(.158)
	 
	 

	Soccer values
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	   See team win
	0.083
	 
	0.095
	 
	 

	 
	(.088)
	 
	(.088)
	 
	 

	   See well-played game
	0.084
	 
	-0.137
	 
	 

	 
	(.074)
	 
	(.075)
	 
	 

	   Player: Wins games & trophies
	-0.286
	***
	1.054
	***
	 

	 
	(.067)
	 
	(.068)
	 
	 

	   Player: Style
	0.079
	 
	-1.011
	***
	 

	 
	(.065)
	 
	(0.66)
	 
	 

	   Player: Skill
	1.200
	***
	-0.060
	 
	 

	 
	(.070)
	 
	(.070)
	 
	 

	Female
	-0.614
	***
	-0.598
	**
	 

	 
	(.126)
	 
	(.128)
	 
	 

	Married
	-0.072
	 
	0.245
	 
	 

	 
	(.071)
	 
	(.071)
	 
	 

	College
	0.281
	*
	0.032
	*
	 

	 
	(.117)
	 
	(.118)
	 
	 

	Big city
	-0.137
	 
	0.176
	 
	 

	 
	(.069)
	 
	(.069)
	 
	 

	Religious
	0.137
	 
	-0.112
	***
	 

	 
	(.165)
	 
	(.167)
	 
	 

	Age
	0.003
	 
	-0.015
	 
	 

	 
	(.003)
	 
	(.003)
	 
	 

	Active player
	0.266
	**
	-0.097
	 
	 

	 
	(.099)
	 
	(.100)
	 
	 

	Constant
	1.077
	 
	1.900
	 
	 

	 
	(.221
	 
	(.185)
	 
	 

	Variance Components 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	   Country-level
	0.486
	 
	0.382
	 
	 

	   Individual-level
	1.827
	 
	1.843
	 
	 

	    ρ
	0.066
	 
	0.004
	 
	 

	   R2(overall)
	0.15
	 
	0.19
	 
	 

	N
	 3,234 
	 
	 3,234 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Source: Votefoot survey
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Notes: Random intercept multilevel GLS regression models; clustered standard errors (in parentheses)

	Dependent variable: Vote for Ronaldo or Messi: 5 (1st place), 3 (2nd place), 1 (3rd place), 0 otherwise.

	*: p<.05; **: p<.01; ***: p<.001.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 




