Supplemental Table 1 Socioeconomic position and odds of not sustaining breastfeeding for at least six months, among ALSWH women (born 1973-78) with an nth child (N=4,777)
	Exposures
	First child

(n=4,777)
	Second child

(n= 3,769)
	Third child 

(n= 1,408)

	
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)

	Parental education a
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High 
	1.00 (ref)
	
	1.00 (ref)
	
	1.00 (ref)
	

	Intermediate 
	1.37 (1.16, 1.61)
	
	1.43 (1.19, 1.72)
	
	1.51 (1.11, 2.06)
	

	Low 
	1.55 (1.26, 1.90)
	
	1.64 (1.30, 2.07)
	
	1.55 (1.06, 2.27)
	

	Very low 
	1.79 (1.51, 2.13)
	
	1.73 (1.43, 2.10)
	
	1.96 (1.42, 2.70)
	

	Did not know
	2.65 (2.08, 3.37)
	
	2.57 (1.95, 3.39)
	
	3.65 (2.33, 5.71)
	

	Own highest education b
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Intermediate
	2.04 (1.78, 2.34)
	1.89 (1.64, 2.17)
	1.75 (1.50, 2.04)
	1.61 (1.38, 1.89)
	1.50 (1.16, 1.94)
	1.32 (1.01, 1.72)

	Low
	2.61 (2.20, 3.10)
	2.29 (1.92, 2.73)
	2.04 (1.69, 2.47)
	1.78 (1.46, 2.17)
	2.08 (1.54, 2.80)
	1.73 (1.26, 2.36)

	Area of residence                      
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Rural
	1.10 (0.96, 1.26)
	1.04 (0.91, 1.19)
	1.05 (0.91, 1.22)
	0.99 (0.86, 1.16)
	1.04 (0.81, 1.33)
	0.97 (0.75, 1.24)

	Remote
	0.96 (0.82, 1.12)
	0.88 (0.75, 1.04)
	1.00 (0.84, 1.20)
	0.92 (0.77, 1.10)
	0.99 (0.75, 1.32)
	0.92 (0.69, 1.23)

	Ability to manage on income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Easy
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Sometimes difficult 
	1.30 (1.14, 1.48)
	1.26 (1.11, 1.44)
	1.29 (1.12, 1.49)
	1.26 (1.09, 1.45)
	1.25 (0.99, 1.58)
	1.21 (0.95, 1.53)

	Always difficult 
	1.40 (1.18, 1.67)
	1.36 (1.14, 1.62)
	1.42 (1.17, 1.73)
	1.37 (1.13, 1.67)
	1.28 (0.94, 1.74)
	1.23 (0.89, 1.68)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEIFA ed/occ quintiles c
	0.90 (0.86, 0.94)
	0.94 (0.90, 0.98)
	0.91 (0.86, 0.95)
	0.94 (0.89, 0.99)
	0.95 (0.87, 1.02)
	0.99 (0.91, 1.07)


OR1: Minimally adjusted for baseline age and birth year of the index child          OR2: minimally adjusted + parent’s education

aParental education (highest of mother’s or father’s) categorised as very low (≤ 10years); low (≤12 years/equivalent); intermediate (trade/certificate/diploma); high (degree/higher); and did not know (could not recall)

bOwn highest education categorised as low (≤ 12 years); intermediate (trade/apprentice/ certificate/diploma); and high (degree/higher)

cSEIFA: Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (education and occupation)
Supplemental Table 2 Socioeconomic position and odds of not initiating breastfeeding with the first, second and third child, among ALSWH women (born 1973-78) - multinomial logistic regression models using multiply imputed data (N=5,917)

	Exposures
	First child

(n=5,917)
	Second child

(n= 4,629)
	Third child 

(n= 1,736)

	
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)

	Parental education a
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High 
	1.00 (ref)
	
	1.00 (ref)
	
	1.00 (ref)
	

	Intermediate 
	1.30 (1.04, 1.62)
	
	1.14 (0.90, 1.45)
	
	1.35 (0.90, 2.02)
	

	Low 
	1.18 (0.89, 1.57)
	
	1.09 (0.81, 1.47)
	
	1.23 (0.75, 2.00)
	

	Very low 
	1.43 (1.14, 1.80)
	
	1.38 (1.07, 1.72)
	
	1.31 (0.89, 1.93)
	

	Did not know
	2.08 (1.54, 2.81)
	
	1.88 (1.36, 2.61)
	
	3.11 (1.84, 5.26)
	

	Own highest education b
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Intermediate
	1.36 (1.14, 1.62)
	1.28 (1.07, 1.53)
	1.15 (0.96, 1.39)
	1.09 (0.91, 1.32)
	1.06 (0.79, 1.41)
	0.97 (0.71, 1.31)

	Low
	2.05 (1.68, 2.50)
	1.87 (1.52, 2.31)
	1.85 (1.50, 2.29)
	1.69 (1.35, 2.11)
	1.95 (1.41, 2.68)
	1.70 (1.25, 2.39)

	Area of residence                      
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Rural
	1.25 (1.06, 1.47)
	1.20 (1.02, 1.41)
	1.00 (0.84, 1.19)
	0.97 (0.81, 1.15)
	0.85 (0.64, 1.12)
	0.80 (0.60, 1.06)

	Remote
	1.02 (0.83, 1.25)
	0.96 (0.78, 1.19)
	1.03 (0.84, 1.28)
	0.98 (0.80, 1.22)
	1.06 (0.77, 1.45)
	1.00 (0.72, 1.37)

	Ability to manage on income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Easy to manage
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Sometimes difficult
	1.13 (0.96, 1.33)
	1.10 (0.93, 1.30)
	1.13 (0.95, 1.34)
	1.11 (0.93, 1.31)
	1.33 (1.02, 1.73)
	1.30 (1.00, 1.71)

	Always difficult
	1.23 (0.99, 1.52)
	1.19 (0.96, 1.48)
	1.23 (0.98, 1.54)
	1.20 (0.95, 1.50)
	1.37 (0.97, 1.93)
	1.31 (0.92, 1.87)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEIFA ed/occ quintilesc
	0.90 (0.85, 0.95)
	0.92 (0.87, 0.97)
	0.92 (0.87, 0.97)
	0.93 (0.88, 0.99)
	0.98 (0.89, 1.07)
	1.01 (0.92, 1.10)


OR1: Minimally adjusted for baseline age and birth year of the index child          OR2: minimally adjusted + parent’s education

aParental education (highest of mother’s or father’s) categorised as very low (≤ 10years); low (≤12 years/equivalent); intermediate (trade/certificate/diploma); high (degree/higher); and did not know (could not recall) 

bOwn education categorised as low (≤ 12 years); intermediate (trade/apprentice/ certificate/diploma); and high (degree/higher)

cSEIFA: Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (education and occupation)
Supplemental Table 3 Socioeconomic position and odds of not sustaining breastfeeding for at least six months, among ALSWH women (born 1973-78) who had initiated breastfeeding with each index child - multinomial logistic regression models using multiply imputed data (N=5,061)
	Exposures
	First child

(n=5,061)
	Second child

(n= 3,811)
	Third child 

(n= 1,366)

	
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)
	OR1 (95% C.I.)
	OR2 (95% C.I.)

	Parental education a
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High 
	1.00 (ref)
	
	1.00 (ref)
	
	1.00 (ref)
	

	Intermediate 
	1.34 (1.11, 1.63)
	
	1.53 (1.16, 2.02)
	
	1.50 (0.99, 2.26)
	

	Low 
	1.69 (1.33, 2.14)
	
	1.62 (1.15, 2.29)
	
	1.73 (1.07, 2.82)
	

	Very low 
	1.82 (1.49, 2.22)
	
	1.72 (1.28, 2.33)
	
	2.34 (1.55, 3.52)
	

	Did not know
	2.31 (1.76, 3.03)
	
	2.44 (1.65, 3.61)
	
	2.86 (1.64, 4.99)
	

	Own highest education b
	
	
	
	
	
	

	High
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Intermediate
	2.16 (1.88, 2.50)
	2.03 (1.75, 2.35)
	1.97 (1.57, 2.47)
	1.89 (1.57, 2.27)
	1.86 (1.35, 2.55)
	1.64 (1.18, 2.27)

	Low
	2.38 (2.00, 2.83)
	2.13 (1.77, 2.56)
	2.03 (1.69, 2.44)
	1.72 (1.36, 2.18)
	2.06 (1.43, 2.98)
	1.72 (1.18, 2.52)

	Area of residence                      
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Urban
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Rural
	1.08 (0.94, 1.24)
	1.02 (0.89, 1.18)
	1.09 (0.91, 1.30)
	1.02 (0.85, 1.22)
	1.26 (0.93, 1.72)
	1.18 (0.86, 1.60)

	Remote
	0.93 (0.79, 1.09)
	0.86 (0.72, 1.01)
	1.01 (0.81, 1.24)
	0.92 (0.74, 1.14)
	1.07 (0.75, 1.52)
	0.99 (0.70, 1.43)

	Ability to manage on income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Easy to manage
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)
	1.00 (ref)

	Sometimes difficult
	1.40 (1.21, 1.62)
	1.34 (1.18, 1.53)
	1.32 (1.11, 1.57)
	1.30 (1.09, 1.55)
	1.11 (0.82, 1.49)
	1.05 (0.78, 1.42)

	Always difficult
	1.46 (1.19, 1.78)
	1.51 (1.27, 1.80)
	1.49 (1.19, 1.87)
	1.45 (1.15, 1.82)
	1.15 (0.78, 1.68)
	1.11 (0.75, 1.63)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SEIFA ed/occ quintiles c
	0.87 (0.86, 0.94)
	0.92 (0.88, 0.97)
	0.90 (0.85, 0.96)
	0.93 (0.88, 0.99)
	0.92 (0.83, 1.01)
	0.93 (0.84, 1.03)


OR1: Minimally adjusted for baseline age and birth year of the index child          OR2: minimally adjusted + parent’s education

aParental education (highest of mother’s or father’s) categorised as very low (≤ 10years); low (≤12 years/equivalent); intermediate (trade/certificate/diploma); high (degree/higher); and did not know (could not recall) 

bOwn education categorised as low (≤ 12 years); intermediate (trade/apprentice/ certificate/diploma); and high (degree/higher)
cSEIFA: Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (education and occupation)
Supplemental Fig. 1 Duration of breastfeeding, stratified by highest achieved education and total parity. While overall, a larger percentage of high-educated women breastfed each child for at least six months, the largest absolute decrease in the percentage of women who breastfed for at least six months with their youngest, compared to oldest child, was among high-educated women. 
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