Supplementary file 4: Definition of the norovirus season 
The data are provided by the Health Protection Agency (HPA) Centre for Infections, UK. HPA and National Health Service (NHS) diagnostic laboratories in England and Wales voluntarily report positive test results for norovirus. Diagnosis was predominantly by electron microscopy during 1993 to 1996, when the Study of Infectious Intestinal Disease in England was carried out. Specimens are from a variety of sources, predominantly norovirus outbreaks, but also from children aged less than five years with sporadic illness; adults with IID were not routinely tested for norovirus if they were not part of a recognised outbreak.
The start of the norovirus season was defined as the first of five consecutive weeks when the number of laboratory reports was above the median for the whole study period (Figure A2.1). The end of the norovirus season was defined as the first subsequent week of five consecutive weeks when the number of laboratory reports was below the median for the whole study period (Figure A4.1). 
Figure A4.1: Weekly Norovirus Laboratory Reports in England and Wales During the Study of Infectious Intestinal Disease (1993 to 1996). [image: image1.emf]0
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a Red line indicates when the number of laboratory reports is above the median for the study period. 

b The black dashed line shows the median number of weekly laboratory reports for the study period. 

c The black solid line shows the weekly count of norovirus laboratory reports.

