Table 1. Hierarchy of Diagnostic Test Efficacy (6)
	Level
	Efficacy measure
	Explanation

	Level 1
	Technical efficacy
	Technical quality of the test (eg, image 
resolution)

	Level 2
	Diagnostic accuracy 
efficacy
	Sensitivity and specificity of interpretation of test results

	Level 3
	Diagnostic thinking 
efficacy
	Whether test information changes the referring physician’s diagnostic thinking

	Level 4
	Therapeutic efficacy
	Effect of the test information on the patient management plan

	Level 5
	Patient outcome efficacy
	Effect of the test information on patient outcomes (eg, survival, morbidity)

	Level 6
	Societal efficacy
	Societal costs and benefits of the technology
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