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Supplement DS1
Association between psychosocial outcomes and personality disorder
In regard to this association we note the secondary nature of the analysis and the
multiple potential inputs there are into psychosocial functioning. Added to this is
the difficulty of personality disorders presenting as a heterogeneous group with
regard to cognitive and behavioural presentations. Bearing this limitations in
mind this secondary analysis allows us some insight into psychosocial outcomes
and PD in this group.
Two studies reported on the association between PD and alcohol treatment
outcome measured by Addiction Severity Index (ASI) scores. Nordholm and
Nielsen (1) found the presence of PD was associated with more impairment in
medical, employment, other substance use, family / social and psychiatric health
subscales of the ASI at baseline. However although PD patients remained more
impaired at follow up across all of those domains, they showed similar amounts of
improvement compared to patients without PD patients in each domain except
mental health. Similar findings in relation to ASI scores were reported in a study
by Verheul et al (2). In this study, although ASPD was associated with more
legal, family, social and psychiatric problems at baseline, ASPD patients showed
at least as much improvement in those domains as patients without ASPD
following treatment.
Similar improvements in psychosocial functioning were reported by Powell et al
(3). In this study, patients with ASPD showed significant improvements in global
functioning scores on the Global Assessment Scale (4), and psychopathology
measured using the Psychiatric Diagnostic Interview (5) at follow up. The
magnitude of change in those outcomes was similar for ASPD patients in
comparison to other groups of patients with and without comorbidity. This is in
contrast to the study of Kranzler et al (6), which reported ASPD was associated
with poorer global alcohol-related outcomes. The clinical significance of this

effect was, however, difficult to assess due to the complex composite measure
employed in that study.
In a study by Cacciola et al (7), subjects with ASPD showed improvement across
all domains of the ASI except medical status in follow up, and differences in the
amount of improvement shown by patients with and without ASPD were not
noted.
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