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Supplemental TABLE 1. Primers used for qPCR.
	Target specie
	Primer
	Primer sequences (5' to 3')
	Size (bp)
	Reference
	Primer efficiency, %

	Bacteria
	Forward
	CGGCAACGAGCGCAACCC
	146
	Denman and McSweeney (2006)
	100.4

	
	Reverse
	CCATTGTAGCACGTGTGTAGCC
	
	
	

	Protozoa
	Forward
	GCTTTCGWTGGTAGTGTATT
	223
	Sylvester et al. (2004)
	96.3

	
	Reverse
	CTTGCCCTCYAATCGTWCT
	
	
	

	Methanogens
	Forward
	GGATTAGATACCCSGGTAGT
	192
	Hook et al. (2009)
	101.9

	
	Reverse
	GTTGARTCCAATTAAACCGCA
	
	
	

	Fungi
	Forward
	GAGGAAGTAAAAGTCGTAACAAGGTTTC
	120
	Denman and McSweeney (2006)
	97.2

	
	Reverse
	CAAATTCACAAAGGGTAGGATGATT
	
	
	

	Prevotella spp.
	Forward
	GGTTCTGAGAGGAAGGTCCCC 
	121
	Stevenson and Weimer (2007)
	95.3

	
	Reverse
	TCCTGCACGCTACTTGGCTG
	
	
	

	Prevotella ruminicola
	Forward
	GAAAGTCGGATTAATGCTCTATGTTG
	74
	Stevenson and Weimer (2007)
	99.8

	
	Reverse
	CATCCTATAGCGGTAAACCTTTGG
	
	
	

	Selenomonas ruminantium
	Forward
	CAATAAGCATTCCGCCTGGG
	138
	Stevenson and Weimer (2007)
	102.2

	
	Reverse
	TTCACTCAATGTCAAGCCCTGG
	
	
	

	Ruminococcus albus
	Forward
	CCCTAAAAGCAGTCTTAGTTCG
	176
	Koike and Kobayashi (2001)
	101.3

	
	Reverse
	CCTCCTTGCGGTTAGAACA
	
	
	

	Ruminococcus flavefaciens
	Forward
	CGAACGGAGATAATTTGAGTTTACTTAGG
	132
	Denman and McSweeney (2006)
	102.2

	
	Reverse
	CGGTCTCTGTATGTTATGAGGTATTACC
	
	
	

	Fibrobacter succinogenes,
	Forward
	GTTCGGAATTACTGGGCGTAAA
	121
	Denman and McSweeney (2006)
	100.7

	
	Reverse
	CGCCTGCCCCTGAACTATC
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